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From the Archives...

Since it came online many years ago, ChessCafe.com has presented
literally thousands of articles, reviews, columns and the like for the
enjoyment of its worldwide readership. The good news is that almost all
of this high quality material remains available in the Ar chives. The bad
news isthat this great collection of chessliterature is now so large and
extensive — and growing each week — that it is becoming increasingly
difficult to navigate it effectively. We decided that the occasional
selection from the archives posted publicly online might be a welcomed
addition to the regular fare.

Watch for an item to be posted online periodically throughout each
month. We will update the ChessCafe.com home page whenever there
has been a“new” item posted here. We hope you enjoy From the
Archives...

Elo makes a revealing observation about Fischer’s 1975 match conditions.

Arpad Elo Letter

June 19, 1987
Larry Evans Reno, Nevada
Dear Larry:

Thank you very much for your letter of May 29 and the inclosed literature
on CHESSGATE. The latter is a sad commentary on the state of US chess
and the USCF. | am very much afraid that the coming elections will not
change the situation much. Most of the voting delegates are the clubhouse
political types who will elect their own kind to the Policy Board. And
those on the PB will be ever jealous of their small powers and suspicious
of the masters. | hope | am wrong about the election, so let’s wait and see.

Re: the Kalme claims, | was not convinced by his argumentsand | don’t
think he convinced anybody. At that time (1975) | made an extensive
probabilistic analysis of the situation which compared various likely
events under the two systems of the match and without doubt the Fischer
conditions favored the champion --- and in retrospect rightly so. This
analysis runsto eight pages and if you are interested | could send you a
copy. A shorter version appeared in the magazine CHESS but
unfortunately | have no copy either of the article or of the magazine.

Further in retrospect/there is a simple argument in favor of the Fischer
conditions without any elaborate probabilistic calculations. | owe credit to
one of our local players (Al Losoff) for putting me on the train of thought
which | regrettably missed twelve years ago. It goes as follows:

1. If the match at any time stands at 9:9 it indicates an equality between
the contestants.

2. Thus the next decisive game could go either way since the contestants
have equal probabilities of gaining the next decisive game.
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3. Thusawin by either player in the next decisive game shows no
superiority any more than a single throw of a coin shows a superiority of
heads or tails.

4. A 9:9 result then is properly declared a drawn match since the
challenger has shown no clear superiority.

I find thisintuitive approach more convincing than any fancy
probabilistic calculation and | only wish | had had the insight to seeit 12
years ago. Who knows, we might have seen a Fischer-Karpov match. Or
would Bobby have found other excuses for not playing?

Cordidly,

/s Arpad E. Elo

PS: Dr Euwe was Correct in hisremark. AEE

Thisarticlefirst appeared at ChessCafe.com in June, 1998.
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