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CHESSCAFE

FRITZ10 INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS

by Steve Lopez

Installing Fritz10 is a pretty simple process; at its core it's simply a matter of putting the Fritz10 DVD into 
your DVD drive and following the prompts. But there are several peripheral components that can 
optionally be installed to your hard disk from within the Fritz10 program, and this is potentially confusing to 

new users of the software. In this article we'll explore your options concerning the installation of Fritz10. 

It must first be understood that Fritz10 ships exclusively on DVD, so a DVD drive is required to be able to 
install and use the software. 

If Autorun is enabled on your computer (a default for most models) simply put the Fritz10 DVD into the 
drive and wait a few moments for the splash screen to appear. If you don't have Autorun enabled then you 
must launch Windows Explorer or My Computer, navigate to your DVD drive, and double-click on the file 
Setup.exe to start the installation process. In either case you'll see the following splash panel appear: 
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Just click the "Install" button to begin installing the Fritz10 program. 

Next the installation program will prompt you for a language choice which will apply to the Installation 
Wizard dialogues (not neccesarily Fritz10 itself). Click once on your selection to highlight it and then click 
"Next". After a few moments of preparation you'll be prompted again to continue with the installation, at 
which point you'll again click "Next". 

The next prompt will be for the hard disk folder into which you wish to install Fritz10's program files. The 
default provided by the installation process is C:\Program Files\ChessBase\ChessProgram9. It's strongly 
recommended that you use this suggested default folder. The software programs sold by ChessBase 
integrate with each other (particularly in their use of a common set of chessplaying engines); using the 
default value for each program you buy will ensure that the various programs will be properly integrated 
with no extra effort on your part. 

After you've made a selection for the folder in which you want the files housed (or have followed our 
recommendation to use the default folder), click "Next". 

The next prompt asks you for a target folder into which opening books, databases, etc. will be housed. Here 
again we recommend using the default provided by the Installation Wizard: C:\My 
Documents\ChessBase. This selection isn't as crucial as the one concerning program files; Fritz10 is 
capable of accessing opening books and databases located in any folder on any drive. After you've made 
your selection, click "Next". 

The next dialogue asks you which of three "levels" of installation you wish to use, depending on how much 
hard drive space you can spare: 

●     Typical -- this is the default and is recommended for most users. 
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●     Compact -- this is recommended for users who have limited space available on their hard drives. 
Choosing "Compact" will copy just the critical Fritz10 program files to your hard disk. 

●     Custom -- this allows you to pick and choose from various program components. The Fritz10 
program will, of course, be copied to your hard drive regardless, but you'll be able to pick from 
other options (desribed below). 

Choosing the "Custom" option and clicking "Next" will provide the following display: 

 

Clicking the "plus" sign next to "3D" will expand the view to display all of the various 3D chessboards 
available for installation. 

Here is a brief description of the various options available: 

●     Spoken notation in English -- if this option is selected, the Fritz10 program can make an audio 
announcement of each move made on the chessboard if you've selected that option within the 
program. 

●     3D -- this refers to the wide variety of 3D chessboards which can be used in Fritz10. You can pick 
and choose which boards you wish to install (assuming that you don't wish to use all of them). If you 
don't wish to use any of them, simply uncheck the box next to "3D". 

●     Sounds -- this refers to various program sounds, such as a wooden "thump" when a piece is moved, 
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or the sound of a clock ticking in timed games. 
●     Databases with test positions for chess engines -- a number of "test suites" of chess positions 

(useful for running tests or evaluation games to test the relative strengths of various chess engines) 
will be installed if this option is checked. 

●     Midi-files for background music -- Fritz10 will play classical music selections during games if you 
choose to have it do so. Selecting this option will install these music files to your hard drive. 

●     Detailed maps -- if you play chess online via the Playchess server, a special graphic of the Earth 
will display the global locations of every player presently online. If you install the "Detailed maps" 
you'll be able to zoom the map in to get even greater geographic resolution of your opponents' 
locations on the globe. 

●     Database -- installs the database of chess games to your hard drive. If you choose to not select this 
option, you'll still be able to access the games directly from the Fritz10 DVD. The game database 
requires approximately 242 MB of drive space should you choose to install it to your hard disk. 

●     Engines -- this will install the actual chessplaying "brains" to your hard disk, and it's thus strongly 
recommended that you leave them checked. The options include the Fritz engine itself, the extra 
bonus engines, plus the special engines for "giveaway" and "960" chess. 

●     Book -- selecting this option will install the opening book for Fritz10. If you choose not to install the 
book to your hard drive you'll still be able to access it directly from the DVD. The opening book 
requires approximately 217 MB of hard drive space. 

●     Speech engine -- installs various extra files which enable the spoken audio within the program. 
●     Talk files -- Fritz10 will talk during a game, making jokes and acting much like a jovial opponent 

from your local chess club. Selecting this option will copy the 229 MB of audio files to your 
computer. 

You can select or unselect these various components by clicking on the check boxes next to them. You will 
see the listed drive space requirements (displayed beneath the list of components) change according to the 
selections you make. After you've finished selecting and/or unselecting components, click "Next". 

The actual installation will now begin; you'll be able to watch a bar showing you the installation's progress. 
After the installation is complete you'll be prompted to install DirectX to your hard drive, which is a 
requirement should you choose to use the "Turk" and "Mia" animated opponents within Fritz10. The version 
number for this DirectX installation is 9.0c -- if you already have this version of DirectX on your drive, you 
can safely skip this part of the installation process. Should you choose to install DirectX simply follow the 
prompts in the installation dialogue. 

After this you'll be prompted to restart your computer. Please do so to complete the installation of Fritz10's 
program files. 

Once your computer is rebooted, be sure to have your Fritz10 DVD in the drive and launch the program by 

double-clicking on Fritz10's desktop icon. You'll see the Fritz10 splash screen appear and, if you didn't install 
the Talk files to your hard drive, you'll see the following dialogue: 
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Click the box next to "Shut up" if you don't wish to hear Fritz' humorous comments during a game. 
Otherwise click the "Browse" button and use the next dialogue to navigate to your DVD drive. Select the 
file talk.cht from the Fritz10 DVD. After clicking "OK" you'll be sent back to the dialogue pictured above. 
Click "Close". 

You'll next see a new dialogue appear on your screen: 
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This dialogue lets you personalize your Fritz program. Type your first and last names, your town, and the 
name or model of your computer in the boxes provided. Also choose your gender and your approximate 
playing level. There's nothing sinister about this, no hidden information gathering is occurring. Fritz will 
display text messages on your screen and use your name and town in some of them. (As an interesting side 
note, Fritz is pretty formal the first few times you play it: the program will call you "Mr." or "Ms." and use 
your last name. But as you play Fritz more often, the program becomes much "friendlier", calling you by 
your first name and asking how things are going in your town, using your location in its comments. It will 
also use the name of your town in the header fields for the saved games you play against the program). 
After you've filled in the information, click "OK". 

The next dialogue to appear looks like this: 
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Type in the program's serial number located on the front of Fritz10's instruction manual; you'll be required to 
do this just once. Please type in the serial number exactly as you see it on the cover; capitalization matters! 
After you've completed this, you're ready to begin -- click "Play Fritz" in the splash screen to launch the 
program. 

If you've opted to not install the database and opening book to your hard drive during main program 
installation and you wish to do so later, this is easily accomplished from within the Fritz10 program. 

To install the opening book, first load the book by going to the File menu, selecting "Open", then 
"Openings Book", navigating to your DVD drive, and selecting the file Fritz10.ctg from the Fritz10 DVD. 
After the book has been loaded you can install it to your hard drive by going to the Edit menu, selecting 
"Openings book", then the command "Copy tree to hard disk". The opening book will be copied to the 
default database/tree location folder you selected when you first installed Fritz10. 

To install the game database to your hard drive, first open the database by hitting F12 to go to the game list 
screen. From that screen, go to the File menu, select "Open", then "Database", then navigate to your DVD 
drive in the dialogue which appears. From there double-click on the \Database folder on your Fritz10 DVD, 
and then select the file Database.cbh. After the game list appears you can install the database to your hard 
drive by going to the Tools menu, selecting "Database", and then the command "Install to Harddisk". The 
database will be copied to the default database/tree location folder you selected when you first installed 
Fritz10. 

© 2005, Steven A. Lopez. All rights reserved.
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