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Selection of the best games from all the important chess events worldwide,
original classification of the openings and the “chess language” —that’s
what Chess Informant is all about. And that’s how it all began 37 years ago.

The next logical step was to make a selection of the best ten games chosen
among the several hundred games filtered into each volume of the Informant
—the task performed by ajury of leading grandmasters; many an expert of
outstanding integrity yet highly individual preferences have been voicing
their support for their personal favorites among the nominees throughout the
years. | remember asking grandmaster Schmid to become a member of the
jury; inreply, he asked me: “I tried to do my best, but asin previous
volumes | found the selection criteria troublesome. What does “best games’
really mean: beautiful, brilliant, correct throughout, fine, ingenious, original
or what?’

Members of the jury keep facing the same dilemma over and over again:
how to determine which one stands out as the most gracious among the
thirty ravishing beauties? Basically, they seem to rely upon widely accepted
standards; however, there is always a matter of individua taste: an old
saying claiming that “of taste, there is no argument” actually implies that
there are no exact parameters to weigh the abstract quality of beauty — there
is always a human touch behind it. Therefore, | replied: “Various criteria can
be used to select top games: correctness, new ideas, exceptional positions
which defy the usual logic of the game, and so on. The panel had to juggle
these according to their taste and naturally come up with different lists. Just
asin abeauty contest, one can’t merely use a calculator, nor can one hope to
please everybody. A beauty contest, after al, led to the Trojan War.”

Apart from the universal standards and their own affinities, other factors can
also influence the final choices of the jury. In chess, the players’ reputation
is certainly of great significance: members of the jury often display a strong
inclination towards “big” names. Therefore it is no wonder that if players of
modest reputation appear among the top picks their games usually possess
an extraordinary quality.

Decades have passed! Chess Informant has withstood the test of time and
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computers, and the idea of selecting the best among the best seems fully
justified as ever. Among the millions of games played throughout the years,
only the best could make it to the 84 volumes of the Informant; we have thus
singled out 840 true beauties to offer al the chess connoisseurs an
opportunity to enjoy the pearls of chess creativity.
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30, E. FIKET = VAN WELY 470 - - - - - -]
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1. d4 Nf6 2. ¢4 g6 3. Nc3 d5 4. cd5 Nd5 5. e4 Nc3 6. bc3 Bg7 7. Nf3 ¢5 8.
Rb1 0-09. Be2 cd4 10. cd4 Qa5 11. Bd2 Qa2 12. 0-0 Bg4 13. Bg5 h6 14.
Be3 Nc6 15. d5 Bf3 16. gf3 Nd4 17. Bd3 a5?! N [17...Qa3 — 79/444] 18. f4
[with the idea Rb7 and White is superior; 18. Rb7 €6 with counterplay] b5
[18...6 19. d6 Rfd8 (19... €57 20. fe5 Be5 21. f4 Bg7 22. €5) 20. €5] 19.
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Kh1! [fileg, weak point f3] Rfc8

//

20. f5! Qa4! 21. Qd2! [21. fg6? Qd1 22.
of 7 Kf7 23. Rfd1 b4; 21. Qga?! Nf5 22,
Bb5 Ne3 23. fe3 (23. Qc8 Rc8 24. Bad

; Nfl 25. Rf1 Rc4 and Black is winning)
/ / t ‘& Qc2 24. Qf4 Kh7! and Black is superior;

Z:I‘. :I: / / / 21. Qad bad 22. fg6 fg6 23. Rb7 Rc3!
7 Ax

/ with counterplay] Nf3 22. Qe2 Ne5

.

7 [22...Nd4 23. Bd4 Qd4 24. fg6 fg6 25.
W /Afﬂﬂ’ﬁ ,?/ Bb5 and White is superior, weak point
We R T Kgg) 23 fg6 Nd3 24. gf7 K18 [24..Kh8
i 7 \%7 Ju / g: 25. Qd3 Rc3 26. Qb5 Qe4 27. 3 Qg6 28.
—————— Qb6 and White is superior; 24...Kf7 25.
Qh5 (25. Bh6!?) Kg8 (25...K8 26. Qf5 Kg8 27. Rgl with the idea Rg7! and
White iswinning) 26. f3! Rf8 27. Rgl Rf7 28. Rg2 with the idea Rbgl with

attack]

25. Qg4!! and White iswinning [25.
Qd3? Rc3 26. Qb5 Qe4 and Black is
superior] Ne5 [25... Qc2 26. Bd4! Nf2
27. Rf2 Qbl 28. Kg2; 25... Qc4 26. Rgl
Qc3 27. Rb3! h5 (the only move) 28.
Qh5 Qb3 29. Rg7! Kg7 (29...Qb1 30.
Kg2) 30. Bh6 Kh7 31. Bf8 mate] 26.
Qf5 Nf7 27. Rgl [with the idea Rg7!]

W/ ) ﬁ ,,// 4 Bf6 [27...Rc2 28. Rg7! Kg7 29. Rgl Kh8
A m TR (20..Kf8 30 BR6 KeB 31. Rg8 mate) 30.
7 T %l Qoel 28 Rg6 Bgs 29. Bg5 hg5 30. Rg5
Qd4 31. Rbgl Qh8 32. €5! €6 33. de6

2R S
b 0 azw
W{/////
R

Rc7 34. Rh5 Q65

35. Rg8! Ke7 [35...Kg8 36. ef 7] 36.
Qf7Kd637.Re5Rg838.Qg8 1:
0 [E.Agredt]
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