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Bad news for White: 2700+ and afirm hand is no
longer enough to punish Black for choosing the
Sveshnikov Sicilian. It now seems that Anand’s
convincing win over Kasimdzhanov in Hyderabad
proved only that 10...f5 should probably be given
preference to 10...Bg7, not to mention that
Jakovenko's effort versus Grischuk at Aeroflot Open
2003 in Moscow (22...Qg6 instead of Kasimdzhanov's
22...Qg5 makes way for the rook, followed by
23...Rac8 heading for the fifth rank via c5, with the
idea Rh5 or Rg5, instead of 23...f5 as seen in Senff —
Halkias, Y erevan 2000) might even regain 10...Bg7 its
status of aviable aternative to 10...f5,

Alexel Shirov, arguably the hardest working manin
the business, was the last of the giantsto pit his wits
againts the Sveshnikov variation aficionados: hiswin
against mighty Kramnik in Wijk aan Zee 2003 was
immediately followed by a painful lossto Grischuk
due to a horrible blunder; both games, however, hardly
yielded any advantage for White, asit could be seen
from Shirov’ s next round choice: he employed the
Sveshnikov himself with Black against Judit Polgar,
drawing the game effortlessly. His most recent games
from Bundesliga and I celand seem to indicate that his
home laboratory has not produced anything tangible
for White, as we have witnessed several B 30's (3. Nc3
mostly) on his agenda ever since. If we move on to
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Linares immediately, declining the Sveshnikov was the
unanimous choice among the players with White
pieces, apart from the game Leko — Kramnik, which
hardly posed any problems for Black...

...Which brings us back to Leko again, thus
completing the full circle: the theoretical survey
presented here follows the trail of his novelty launched
in the Dortmund semifinals against Shirov. His
18...Rb8! not only impressed the grandmaster jury, but
also discouraged any serious contenders. after this
game no grandmaster seemed interested in
rehabilitating 18.Kh1 (remember — Shirov tried 18.Bb3
both against Kramnik and Grischuk). Such is modern
theory — despite the fact that this survey can surely
offer a detailed background of the variation with
18.Kh1, it is highly unlikely that it will provide an
incentive for anyone willing to try hisluck as White,
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Shirov 2697 — Leko 2722

Dortmund (m/1) 2002 — 85/139

1.e4c52. Nf3Ncb6 3. d4 cd4 4. Nd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 €5 6.
Ndb5 d6 7. Bgb a6 8. Na3 b5 9. Bf6 gf6 10. Nd5 5
11. Bd3 Be6 12. 00 Bd5 13. ed5 Ne7 14. c3 Bg7 15.
Qh5e4 16. Bc2 00 17. Rael Qc8 18. Khl
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18...Rb8! N 19. f3 b4 20.
Nb1 (20. cb4? Bb2)
20...bc3 21. bc3 Bc3 22.
Nc3 (22. Re2 Beb 23. fed
f4) 22...Qc3 23. fe4d f4!
(23...Qc2 24. ef5 equal) 24.
Bb3?! (24. Bb1! Ng6
[24...Qe5 25. Qe5 deb 26.
Bd3 equal] 25. e5! de5 26.
Bg6 fg6 27. Qe5 Qeb 28.

Re5 equal) 24...Ng6 25. Rcl Qf6! 26. Qf5 (26. Rc6!?)
26...Qe7! 27. Rc4 ab! 28. h3 (28. Rfcl Rb4 and Black
Is superior) 28...Rb4 29. Rb4 (29. Rfcl Rc4 30. Re4
Qh4 with initiative) 29...ab4 (and Black is superior,
weak point e4, Khl) 30. Bd1?! Ra8 (30...Re8 31. Bh5
Qed 32. Bgb hg6 33. Qf4 Qd5 34. Qb4 Re2 35. Qg4
Ra2 and Black is dlightly better) 31. Rf2 (31. Bh5 Ra2
32. Bg6 hgb 33. Qf4 Re2 and Black is superior)
31...Qa7! 32. Rc2 Kg7 33. Kh2 (33. Bh5? b3! 34. ab3
Qe3 and Black iswinning) 33...Qe3 34. Bf3 Qel!
(and Black iswinning) 35. Rc7 Qg3 36. Kh1l Neb 37.
Bh5 Ra2 38. Rf7 Nf7 39. Qf7 Kh6 40. Qf6 Kh5 41.
Qf5 Kh6 42. Qf6 (42. Qf8 Qg7 43. Qf4 Qg5 44. Qf8
[44. Qd6 Kh5] Kh5 45. Qf 7 Kh4 46. Qh7 Kg3)
42...Q96 43. Qh4 Kg7 44. Qe7 Qf7 45. Qg5 Kf8 46.
Qd8 Qe8 47. Qf6 Kg8 (48. Qg5 Kf7 49. Qf5 Ke7 50.
Qe6 Kd8 51. Qd6 Kc8 52. Qc5 Kb7 53. Qb4 Kal)

0: 1 (Leko)

B 33

1. e4c52. Nf3Nc6 3. d4 cd4 4. Nd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 €5 6. Ndb5 d6 7.
Bg5 a6 8. Na3 b5 9. Bf6 gf6 10. Nd5 f5 11. Bd3 Be6 12. 0-0 Bd5 13.
ed5 Ne7 14. c3 Bg7 15. Qh5 e4 16. Bc2 0-0 17. Rael Qc8 18. Khl

8 19 20 21 22
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1 ... Bbl2 cb4 Nc2 Re3* Rh3 f4 @g4° Rg3
Ng6l b43 Bb2 Bc3 Bg7 h6 Ra7 fg4 Ne76
and White is superior

2 ... ... f47 Qf39Rel Nc2!! Rd1Nd4 Bgel4
Re8 ef38 Rell0f4 a512 Qc5 Bd4l3 fg6l® equal

3 ... ... Nc2 Nb4 Qdl b3 Nc6 Be4 a41®
e f416  Re517 Qc4 Qc3 Ree818a5  bhag20
and White is dlightly better

4 .. @42l cb4a ¢f522 Rgl23 Qh6 Red4?4 Qh32> Qb326
Rb8 b4 Nd5 Kh8 Bb2 Qc3 Qf6 Rg8 Rgl??
equal

118... Re8? 19. f3! b4 20. ch4! Bb2 21. fe4 Ba3 22. Ba4! Bb4 (22...f4
23. Rf4 Bb2 24. Rh4 and White iswinning; At. Kolev — Echavarria,
Istanbul (ol) 2000 —80/151) 23. Rcl Bcb 24. ef 5 and White is
winning; Smikovski — Shariyazdanov, Russia (ch) 2000 — 79/126

219.f4 b4 (19...ef3? 20. Rf3 Re8 21. Ref1 and White is superior; G.
Singh — Harikrishna, Kolkata 2001) 20. cb4 (20. Nb1 bc3 21. Nc3 Bc3
22. bc3 Qc3 23. Bb1 with compensation) 20...Bb2 21. Re3 Ba3 22.
Rh3 Re8 equal; Galkin —Va. Filippov, Tomsk 2001;

19. Re3 Rb8 20. f4 b4 21. cb4 Rb4 22. b3 Re8 unclear; B. VVuckovic —
Krush, Bermuda 2002

319...Be5 20. f4 Nf4 21. Qg5 Ng6 (A. Kovaev — Krasenkow, Aalborg
1995 — 64/168) 22. Rf5 b4 23. cb4 Bb2 24. Nc2 Re8 25. h4 and White
is superior (Krasenkow);

19...Rb8 20. Nc2 Re8 21. Nb4 h6 22. f3 and White is superior; A.
Umbach — A. Zozulia, Zurich 2002

4 22. Re2 Bg7 23. f4 ef3 24. Qf3 f4 25. Nel!? (with the idea Nd3, with
attack; weak point f4) 25...Qc4 26. Qe4 (26. Nd3 Rfe8 with
counterplay) 26...Rfc8 27. Nd3 a5 28. bab (Leko — Krasenkow, Batumi
1999 — 77/149) 28...Ra5 29. Rcl Bc3 30. Qc4 Re4 31. Rec2 Ra3 32.
Nf2 Ne7! 33. Re2 Nd5 34. Ne4d equal (Krasenkow);

22. Rc1 Bb2 23. Rcel Bc3 24. Rc1 Bb2 1/2 : 1/2 A. Galkin —
Krasenkow, Saint-Vincent 2000

525. Ne3 Rc7 26. Qf5 Rcl 27. Qed Rf1 (27...Re87? 28. Qe8! QeS8 29.
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Rcl Nf4 30. Rf3 and White iswinning) 28. Nf1 Re8 29. Qf3 (29. Qd3
Qcl 30. Rf3 Rel 31. Bc2 Nh4 32. Rf2 Nf5! with compensation)
29...Qc1 30. Bg6 (30. Bd3 Nf4 31. Rg3 Rel 32. Ba6 Nd5 with
counterplay) 30...fg6 31. Qd3 and White is dightly better (Motylev)

6 26...Rc7 27. f5 Neb 28. 16 Bf6 29. Rf6 Rc2 30. Bc2 Qc2 31. Qh6
Rc8 32. Rgl Qe2 33. Rf5! and White is winning (Motylev);

26...Ne7 27. 5! and White is superior; Motylev — B. Lalic, Kolkata
2002 —85/141

7 20. 3 b4 (20...ef3 - 20. f4) 21. cb4 Bb2 22. fed (22. Nc2? Bc3 23.
Re2 Qc4! 24. fed [the only move] 24...Red 25. Ref2 Reb! and Black is
dlightly better; Bologan — Va. Filippov, Russia 2001 — 81/126)
22...Ba3 23. ef5 Rel 24. Rel Qc3 25. Rf1 Qc4 26. Rd1 Rf8 27. Qf3
Bb4 28. fg6 fg6 29. Qd3 equal; K. van der Weide — Nunn, Paington
2000 — 81/(126)

8 20...Ne7 21. g4 Nd5 22. gf5 Nf6 23. Qh4 Qf5 24. Rgl Qh5 equal; P.
Thipsay — R. Ramesh, Nagpur 2002

9 21. ReB Qe8 22. Qf3 14 23. Bg6 hgb 24. Qf4 Beb 25. Qf3 (25. Qf2
Kg7 with compensation; E. Hossain — Su. B. Hansen, Istanbul (ol)
2000] Qe7 with compensation; Konguvel — Harikrishna, India (ch)
2002

10 21...f4 22. Bg6 fg6 23. Qf4 Rel 24. Qf7 Kh8 25. Rel Qf8 26. Qf8
Rf8 27. Kgl ba! 28. cb4 Bd4 29. Kh1 Bb2 30. Nbl Rf4 equal; Odeev
— Mehyo, Dubai 2002

11 23. Bg6 hg6 24. Qf4 Be5 25. Qe4 (25. Qf3 Kg7 with compensation;
K. Kerek — A. Peter, Budapest 2000) 25...Qc5 26. Nc2 Qf2 27. Qd3 a5
with compensation; Palac — Balinov, Makarska 1997

12 23...Qd8 24. Nb4 and White is dlightly better; Hugentobler — A.
Czebe, Zurich 2001

13 25...b47? 26. Nf5! and White is superior; Z. Almasi — Krasenkow,
Malmoe 1994 — 61/184

14 26. cd4 Qb4 27. Qf2 Qc4 equal
15 27. Rd4 Re8 28. h3 Re5 equal (Z. Almasi)

16 20...Nf4 21. Qg5 Nd5 (21...Nd3 22. Ne3 h6 23. Qf5 Nel 24. Rel
Re5 25. Qf4 5 26. g4! with initiative) 22. Nd4 Ne7 23. {3 d5 24. g4!
(24. fed fed 25. Qh5 Rf8 26. Nf5 Nf5 27. Rf5 Qe6 28. Rd5 5 unclear
(Rogozenko)]
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a) 24...h6 25. Qh5 b4 (25...fg4 26. fed Ng6 27. Rf7! and Whiteis
winning) 26. fed bc3 27. e5! and White iswinning;

b) 24...Kh8 25. gf5 Bd4 26. cd4 Qf5 27. Qf5 Nf5 28. fe4 Nd4 29. Rdl
Nc6 30. ed5 Ne5 31. d6 and White is superior;

C) 24...fg4 25. fed Ng6 (25... Qd7 26. e5! Ng6 27. e6! feb 28. Bg6 hgb
29. Qg6 and White is winning; Zeliakov — Rogozenko, WICC 2002)
26. Nf5 (26. Rf71?Bd4 27. €5!'! and White is dlightly better; Nijboer —
Krasenkow, Wijk aan Zee |1 2002 — 83/127) 26...Qe6 27. Qg4 (27.
a3!? Qe5 28. Qg4) 27...d4 28. cd4 Bd4 29. Bc2! and White is superior,
with the idea Bb3; with attack (Krasenkow)

17 21...Qc4!? with the idea 22. Nc6 e3

18 24...t3? 25. Ne5 fg2 26. Kg2 Be5 27. Red4 and White iswinning;
Nijboer — A. Czebe, Ohrid 2001 — 82/(137)

19 26. Re2 b4 27. Rfel Kh8 28. h3 Qc5 29. Rc2 Bc3 30. Ree2 Kg7 31.
a4 Ne5 32. Neb de5 33. Red2 Qd6 34. Qg4 Kf8 35. Rd3 h6 equal;
Bakre — Mehyo, Dubai 2002

20 26...ba4 27. bad Qa3 28. Qc2 (28. Bd3!? Rogozenko) Qc3 29. Qbl
and White is slightly better; R. Ramesh — Al Sayed, Kolkata 2002;

26... b4!?

21 19. f3 b4 20. Nb1 (20. cb4? Bb2) 20...bc3 21. bc3 Bc3 22. Nc3 (22.
Re2 Beb 23. fed f4) Qc3 23. fed f4! (23...Qc2 24. ef5 equal)

a) 24. Bb3?' Ng6 25. Rcl Qf6! 26. Qf5 (26. Rc6!?) 26...Qe7! 27. Rcd
ab! 28. h3 (28. Rfcl Rb4 and Black is superior) 28...Rb4 29. Rb4 ab4
and Black is superior (weak point e4, Khl) Shirov — Leko, Dortmund
(m/1) 2002 — 85/139;

b) 24. Bb1! Ng6 (24... Qe5 25. Qe5 de5 26. Bd3 equal) 25. e5! deb 26.
Bg6 fg6 27. Qe5 Qe5 28. Re5 equal (Leko);

19. Bb1 b4 20. cb4

a) 20...Bb2 21. Re3 Nd5 22. Rh3 Nf6 23. Qh6 (23. Qg5 Kh8 24. Qd2)
23...Qeb6 24. 3 with compensation; with attack;

b) 20...Rb4 21. b3 (21. 3!?) 21...Nd5 22. Nc4 Qe6 23. 3 Nf6
(23...Nc3!?) 24. Qh3 with compensation; B. Svensson —Ma. Nielsen,
Kobenhavn 2002,

19. Bb3 a5 20. f3 b4 (20...Ng6 21. fed f4 22. Rf3 Re8 23. Rh3 h6 24.
Qf3 a4 25. Bc2 b4 (Sakelsek — S. Barrientos, Iraklion 2002) 26. cb4
Rb4 27. b3 and White is dightly better] 21. cb4 (21. Nb1!?) 21...Rb4
22. fed fed 23. Rcl Qd7 24. Nc2 Rbb8 25. Ne3 5 26. Bc2 Rf6
(26...Rb2 27. g4 with compensation; 26... Bb2 27. Rb1 with
compensation) 27. g4 Rbf8 equal; Bratovic — Ig. Jelen, Bled (ol) 2002
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22 21. Bed fed 22. Qd5 Rb4 23. Red Re4 24. Qe4 Res! 25. Qd5 Qg4
26. Nc4 Qed 27. Qe4 Red 28. Nd6 Re2 equal (Leko)

23 22. Bb3 Nf6 23. Qg5 d5 24. Nc2 Qb7 with compensation; Antoniou
—E. Hossain, Bled (ol) 2002;

22. Bed Nf6 23. Qf3 Rb4 with counterplay (Leko)
24 With the idea Qh7, Rh4#, 24. Be4 Qf6 (Leko)

25 25. Rh4 Qh6 26. Rh6 Ba3 (26...f6!? 27. Nc4 Nb4 unclear) 27. f6
Nf6 28. Rf6 Bb4 with the idea 29. Rh6 f5! (Leko)

26 26. Rf1

a) 26...Qc3 27. Qc3 Nc3 28. Rh4! Ba3 (28...f6 29. Nc4 Rb4 30. Rel!)
29. f6 Rg6 30. Bg6 fg6 31. Rel with counterplay;

b) 26...Rb4!?;

C) 26...Ba3 27. Qa3 Rbc8! 28. Bd1! Nc3 29. Re3 d5 30. Rg3! d4
(30...Ne4 31. Rg8 Rg8 32. Qe3 unclear) 31. Bf3 d3!? 32. Qb2 Qd4 33.
Qd2 (33. Rd1? Rg3!! 34. hg3 Rc4! and Black iswinning; V. Topaov —
Leko, Dortmund (m/2) 2001 — 85/140) Ne4 34. Be4 Qe4 35. f3[35.
Kgl!? Qf5 and Black is slightly better) Qf5 and Black is slightly better
(Leko)

27 27. Kgl Nc3 (27...Ba3 28. Qd5 Bb4) 28. Re3 d5 29. Nb1 Rg8 30.
Kf1l Nbl 31. Bbl equal (Leko)
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