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The times might have changed as the Chess Informant’ s best game poll had
the first-time-ever computer program entry, but it was Kasparov who firmly
held the thick end of the stick against the computer in the first game of the
Man vs. Machine match (people generally tend to be overawed by the brute
force of the computer’ s calculating power, but No. 1 had no kid gloves for
Deep Junior). In the dawning of the new era of virtual beauty queens where
screen-deep digital models parade the VR catwalks redefining ideal s of
gracefulness and charm, human creativity and passion (hand-in-hand with
common sense, one might add) prevail over the chessboard despite ever-
mounting pressure from top computer engines — beauty and silicon (beasts)
still fail to co-exist within the same sentence.

Fortunately enough, the chess world has an undisputed flesh-and-blood
gueen in Judit Polgar, whose inspired attack along the h-file devastated her
young compatriot’s futile defensive attemptsin front of the home crowd in
Budapest, Hungary. Alexei Shirov’s“fire on the board” torched Van Wely’s
overoptimistic effort to put it out with gasoline, despite the Dutchman’s
quality opening play garnished with an important novelty. Third place went
to Nigel Short’swin against Christopher Lutz by means of atopical piece
sacrifice which opened the door to a tense tactical struggle crowned by the
neat finish. Among the top-tenners Kramnik and Leko are the only ones with
double entries, which is definitely at odds with their peaceful reputation, as
we are led to believe by the chess media.

Finally, I would like to make a honourable mention of two underdogs that
should not be left unnoticed only because of the less fancied names. Zelcic —
Okhotnik (No. 16) and Sakalauskas — R. Kaminski (No. 22) are true pearls of
chess ingenuity and vigor, the latter being an unprecedented case of a
correspondence game fragment making it to the Chess Informant Editorial
Board' sfinal selection.
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JU. Polgar 2715 — Berkes 2578
Budapest 2003 — 87/278

1. e4e62.d4d5 3. Nc3Nf6 4. Bgb ded 5. Ne4d Be7 6. Bf6 Bf6 7. Nf3 Nd7
8. Qd2 0-09. 0-0-0 Be7 10. Bd3 b6 11. Neg5 h6 12. Bh7!? (anovelty) Kh8
13. Be4 hg5? [13...Rb8 14. h4 Nf6 15. Bd3 Bb7 16. Ne5 Kg8 17. Qe2 with
an attack; 13...Bg5! 14. Ng5 Rb8 15. Nf3 (15. h4 Nf6) Nf6 16. Bd3 Bb7

equal]
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14. g4'! [14. Ba8? g4 15. Ne5? Bgb and Black iswinning] Rb8 [14...Ba6 15.
h4 a) 15...f5 16. hg5 Kg8 17. gf5 Rf5 18. Bf5 ef5 19. Qc3! (19. Qe3 Bc4)
Bg5 20. Ng5 Qg5 21. Kbl Rf8 (21...c5 22. Qb3 ¢4 23. Qa4 and Whiteis
winning; 21...Kf7 22. Qb3 Kf6 23. Qd5 Rd8 24. Rdel and White is winning)
22. Qb3 Rf7 23. Rh8 Kh8 24. Qf7 and White is winning; b) 15...g6 16. hg5
Kg7 17. Qf4 Rh8 (17...Bd6 18. Ne5 Be7 19. Nf7 Bd6 20. Qf3 Qe7 21. Rh7
Kh7 22. Qh3 Kg8 23. Rh1 Kf7 24. Bg6 Kg6 25. Qh5 Kg7 26. Qh7 mate) 18.
Rh8 Qh8 19. Ne5 Ne5 20. Qe5 Kg8 21. Qh8 Kh8 22. Rh1 Kg7 23. Ba3 and
Whiteiswinning; c) 15...Kg8 16. hg5 Re8 17. Bh7 Kf8 18. Bd3 and Whiteis
winning; d) 15...gh4 16. g5 Kg8 17. Qf4 f5 18. Qh4 fe4 19. Qh7 Kf7 20. Qh5
g6 (20...Kg8 21. g6 and Whiteiswinning) 21. Qh7 Ke8 22. Qg6 Rf7 23. Rh7
Bg5 24. Ng5 Qg5 25. Qg5 Rh7 26. Qg6 Rf7 27. Qe6! Re7 (27...Kf8 28. Rnhl
Nf6 29. Rh8 Ng8 30. Qe4 Rb8 31. Qg4 Rg7 32. Qf3 Ke8 33. Qb3! Kf8 34.
Qa3 and White iswinning) 28. Qg6 Kd8 29. Rh1 Re8 30. Rh7 Nf8 31. Qf6
Kc8 32. Qc6 Nh7 33. Qe8 Kb7 34. Qe4 and Whiteiswinning; 14...c6 15. h4
gh4 (15...g6 16. hg5 Kg7 17. Qf4 with an attack) 16. g5 a) 16...Kg8 17. Qf4
5 (17...h3 18. Rh3 and White iswinning) al) 18. Qh4? Qc7! (18...fe4 19.
Qh7 Kf7 20. Qh5 g6 21. Qh7 Ke8 22. Qg6 Rf7 23. Rh7 Bg5 24. Ng5 Qg5 25.
Qg5 Rh7 26. Qg6 Rf7 27. Qe6 Re7 28. Qc6 and White iswinning) 19. Bd3
Kf7 20. Qh5 g6 21. Qh7 Ke8 22. Qg6 Kd8; a2) 18. Bc6! Rb8 19. Qh4 Bd6
20. Ne5 Beb 21. deb Kf7 22. Rd6 and White iswinning; b) 16...f6 17. Nh4
Kg8 (17...fg5 18. Ng6 Kg8 19. Bc6 Rb8 20. d5 and White iswinning) 18. Ng6
and White is superior] 15. h4 g6 [15...f5 16. hg5 Kg8 17. gf5 Rf5 18. Bf5 ef5
19. Qe3 Nf8 (19...Kf7 20. g6 Ke8 21. Rh8 Nf8 22. Rf8 Kf8 23. Rh1 and White
iswinning) 20. Ne5 Qd5 21. Qh3 Bg5 22. Kbl Bh6 23. Rdgl Kh8 24. Qg3
and White iswinning; 15...gh4 16. g5 5 (16...Kg8 17. Qf4) 17. Qf4 fe4 18.
Qh4 Kg8 19. Qh7 Kf7 20. Qh5 g6 21. Qh7 Ke8 22. Qg6 Rf7 23. Rh7 Bg5 24.
Ng5 Qg5 25. Qg5 Rh7 26. Qg6 Rf7 27. Qe Re7 28. Qg6 Rf7 29. Qe4 and
White is superior; 15...Kg8 16. hg5 Re8 17. Qf4 Nf8 18. Rh3 and Whiteis
superior; 15...Bb7 16. hg5 Kg8 17. Bb7 Rb7 18. Qf4 Rb8 (18...Re8 19. Kb1!
Bd6 20. Rh8 Kh8 21. Qf7 Nf8 22. Rh1 Nh7 23. g6 and White is winning) 19.
Kbl! Bd6 20. Ne5 Beb 21. de5 Re8 22. Rd3 and White is superior] 16. hg5
Kg7 17. Qf4 Bb7 [17...Bd6 18. Ne5 Beb 19. de5 Rh8 20. Rh8 Qh8 21. Bc6
Qd8 22. Kb1! a5 23. a4 Kf8 24. Rh1 and Whiteiswinning; 17...Rg8 18. Rh7
Kh7 19. Qf7 and White iswinning; 17...Rh8 18. Rh8 Qh8 (18...Kh8 19. Qf7)
19. Ne5 a) 19...Ne5 20. Qe5 Kg8 21. Qc7 Bg5 22. Kbl and Whiteis
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winning; b) 19...Qe8 20. Rh1 and White iswinning; c) 19...f6 20. gf6 Bf6 21.
Rh1 Be5 (21...g5 22. Qf3 Qg8 23. Nd7 Bd7 24. Rh7 and White is winning)
22. de5 Qg8 23. Rh6 Nf8 24. Rh3 and White iswinning; d) 19...Qg8 20. Rhl
Bd6 21. Rh7!! Qh7 (21...Kh7 22. Qh2 Kg7 23. Qh6 mate; 21...Kf8 22. Rh8
Qh8 23. Qf7 mate) 22. Qf7 Kh8 23. Ng6 Qg6 24. Bg6 Nf8 25. Qf6 Kg8 26.
Bf7 Kh7 27. g6 and White is winning]

=== =t

18. Rh7! Kh7 19. Qh2 Kg8[19...Kg7 20. Qh6 Kg8 21. Bg6 (21. Rh1? Bg5!
22. Ng5 Qg5 23. Qg5 Bed) Bgb 22. Ng5 Qg5 23. Qg5 fg6 24. Qg6 Kh8 25.
f3! Bf3 26. Rd2 and White iswinning] 20. Rh1 Bg5 21. Ng5 Qg5 [21...Kg7
22. Ne6! Kf6 (22...fe6 23. Qh7 Kf6 24. g5! Kg5 25. Qh4 mate) 23. Nd8 Be4
24. Qf4 and Whiteiswinning] 22. f4 Qf4 [22...Qh5 23. gh5 Be4 24. hg6 Kg7
25. Qh6 K6 26. Qg5 Kg7 27. Rh7 Kg8 28. Qh6 and White is winning] 23.
Qf4 Bed 24. Qe4 1: 0 [Ju. Polgar]

Shirov 2723 — Van Wely 2668
Deutschland 2003 — 87/108

1. e4c52. Nf3Nc6 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. Bb5 Qc7 5. 0-0 €6 6. Rel Ng4!? 7. Bc6
bc6! [7...Qc67? 8. d4 and White is superior; 7...dc6?! 8. €5 Nh6 9. d4 and
Whiteis dlightly better] 8. €5[8. d3!7] f6! 9. d4 (anovelty) cd4 10. Qd4 Ne5
11. Ne5 fe5 12. Re5 Be7! 13. Bg5! ? [13. Bf4 d6 14. Re3 0-0 unclear] Bd6?
[13...d6 14. Be7 Qe7 15. Re3 unclear] 14. Bf4! [14. Rf5!? Rf8! 15. Ne4 (15.
Rf8 Kf8 equal) Bh2 16. Kh1 Rf5 (16...d5!? 17. Rf8 Kf8 18. g3 de4 19. Kh2
Qb6 unclear) 17. Qg7 Bd6 18. Qh7! (18. Rd1 Bf8 19. Qh7 Rg5 20. Ng5 Qf4!
21. Qg6 Ke7 equal) Rg5 19. Ng5 Qab! 20. Qg8 Ke7 21. Rd1! Qeb! (21...Qf5
22. Qg7 Ke8 23. Rd6 Qf2 24. Rd4!? with an attack) 22. Qh7 Ke8 23. Qg6
Ke7 24. g3 Qf5 25. Qg7 Ke8 26. Rd6 Qf2 unclear] c5
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15. Qe3!! [15. Re6 de6 16. Qd6 Qd6 17. Bd6 with compensation; 15. Qed
Be5 (15...Bb7?! 16. Re6 de6 17. Qeb Qe7 18. Qd6 Qd6 19. Bd6 c4 20. Nb5!
and Whiteis superior) 16. Be5 d5 17. Bc7 ded 18. Ned with compensation]
a6 [15...Rb8 16. Nd5 (16. Rd1!?) Qb7 (16...Qc6 17. Qg3 Be5 18. Be5 Qd5
19. Qg7 Rf8 20. Bb8 and White is superior) 17. Rf5! and White is superior,
with theidea 17...Qb2 18. Rel Qc2 19. g4 Bf4 20. Qf4 Rb1 21. Nc7 Kd8 22.
Qg5 Kc7 23. Rc5 and White iswinning] 16. Nd5!? [16. Qg3!? Bb7 17. Rd1!
(17. Re6 de6 18. Bd6 Qc6 unclear) 0-0 (17...0-0-0 18. Rc5 Qc5 19. Bd6 and
Whiteiswinning) 18. Rc5 Bf4 19. Rc7 Bg3 20. hg3 Bc6 21. Ne2 and White
issuperior] Qc6[16...Qb8 17. Rf5! (17. Qg3? 0-0 18. Rael Qb2 19. c3 Rf4
20. Qf4 Bb7!; 17. Rg5 Bf4 18. Nf4 Qb2 19. Rf1 0-0 20. c3 Rf7 21. Nh5 Qb8
unclear) Bf4 18. Rf4 d6 19. b4! and Whiteis superior] 17. Rg5!? [17. Rf5!7]
h6 [17...Bf4 18. Nf4 0-0 19. Qc3 and White iswinning] 18. Bd6! hg5
[18...Qd6 19. Rd1 Kd8 20. Nc3 and Whiteiswinning] 19. Rd1! (and White
iswinning) Rh6 [19...Qd6 20. Nf6 Ke7 (20...gf6 21. Rd6) 21. Rd6 Kd6 22.
Ne4; 19...Bb7 20. Qg5 Qd6 21. Nf6 gf6 22. Qg6 Kd8 23. Rd6 Kc7 24. Qd3]
20. Ne7 Qa4 [20...Qb5 21. Ng8] 21. Qf3 Bb7 [21...Qc2 22. Ng8] 22. Qb7
Rd8 23. Ng8 Rh8 24. Qf3 Rg8 25. Qh5 1 : 0 [Shirov]

N. Short 2686 — CH. Lutz 2640
Budapest 2003 — 87/162

1.e4c52. Nf3e6 3. d4 cd4 4. Nd4 Nc6 5. Nc3 Qc7 6. Be3 a6 7. Qd2 b5 8.
f3 Nd4 9. Bd4 Ne7 10. 0-0-0 Nc6 11. Be3 Be7 12. h4 [anovelty; 12. Kb1] O-
0[12...b4!? with the idea 13. Nd5 ed5 14. ed5 b3! 15. ab3 Na5!] 13. Kbl
Rb8[13...b4 14. Nd5 ed5 15. ed5 Re8 16. dc6 (16. Bf4?? Bd6 17. Bd6 Qd6
18. dc6 Qd2) dc6 17. Bc4 and White is slightly better] 14. h5 b4 15. Nd5!
ed5 16. ed5 b3 17. cb3 Nb4 [17...Bb4 18. Qc2!? Qe5 19. Qcl; 18. Qcl] 18.
d6! Qab 19. a3 Qf5 20. Kal Nc2 [20...Bd6 21. Qd6 Nc2 22. Ka2 Ne3 23.
Bd3 with theidea Qb8] 21. Ka2 Bf6 22. Ba7 [22. Bf2!?Bg5 23. Qc3 Na3
24. ba3 Bb7] Ra8[22...Rb7? 23. Bf2 Bg5 24. Qc3 Bf6 25. Bd3] 23. Bd3
[23. Bf2? a5 24. Bd3 Nb4! 25. ab4 ab4 26. Kbl Qa5; 23. Bb6!?] Qeb 24.
Qc2 Ra7 25. Rhel Qg5 26. Bh7 Kh8 27. Be4 (with compensation) Bb7 28.
g4 a5 29. Qf2 Bed 30. Re4 [30. Qar? Bf3] Rb7 31. Qe2 Qb5 32. Rd3!
Rbb8 [32...Rb6!? 33. f4 a4 34. Ra4 Rd6!; 34. b4] 33. f4 Kg8 34. g5 Bd8 35.
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Re5! Qab 36. Qed Rb6 37. Red5 [37. h6! and White iswinning Rd6 38. h7
Kh8 39. Re8 Re8 40. Qe8 Kh7 41. Rh3 Kg6 42. Qe4! f5 43. Qe8 mate] Rc6
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38. h6! a4 39. hg7! ab3 40. Kb3 K g7 41. Rh3 Rg8 42. Rh7 K {8 43. Rf7!
K7 44. Qf5 K g7 45. Qd7! K g6 46. Qeb [46...KNh5 47. Qh3 Kg6 48. Qh6
Kf7 49. Rf5 Ke8 50. Qe6] 1 : 0 [Golubev]

Dreev 2690 — Tiviakov 2636
Dos Hermanas 2003 — 87/435

1. d4 Nf6 2. c4 €6 3. Nf3b6 4. a3 Bb7 5. Nc3 d5 6. cd5 Nd5 7. Bd2 Nd7 8.
Nd5 Bd5 9. Qc2 ¢5 10. e4 Bb7 11. d5 ed5 12. ed5 Bd6 13. 0-0-0 0-0 14.
Bb5!? (anovelty) h6 [14...Nf6 15. Bg5] 15. Bc3 [15. h4 Nf6 16. Ng5 (16.
Bc3 Nd5) Be5] Nf6 16. Bc6 Rb8[16...Bc6 17. dc6 Rc8 18. Qad] 17. h4 [with
the idea Ng5] Ng4 (the only move) 18. Kb1 Bc8? [better is 18...Qc7 with the
idea 19. Ng5 hg5 20. hg5 5 21. gf6 Nf6 22. Bfé Rf6 23. Qh7 Kf8 equal] 19.
Rdel! [with theidea Ng5; 19. Ng5 hg5 20. hg5 5] g6 [19...b5 20. Ng5 hg5
21. hg5 5 22. gf6 Nf6 23. Qg6 (23. Rh6!?) b4 24. ab4 cb4 25. Bd4 and
White is winning; with the idea Re4-h4; 19...Bd7 20. Ng5 hg5 21. hg5 5 22.
gf6 Nf6 (22...Rf6 23. Qh7 Kf7 24. Bd7 Qd7 25. Re6 and White is winning)
23. Qg6 Bc6 (23...Qc8 24. Bd7 Qd7 25. Re6 Be7 26. Re3 Qe8 27. Qf5 Qc8
28. Qc8 Rbc8 29. Re7 Rf7 30. Rh8 and White iswinning) 24. dc6 Re8
(24...Rf7 25. Rh3; 24...Qc7 25. Re6 Ne8 26. Qh7 Kf7 27. Rhel) 25. Rd1! Re6
(25...Rf8 26. Rh7) 26. Rh7 Qc7 27. Rdhl and White iswinning; 19...Qc7 20.
Ng5 hg5 21. hg5 f5 22. gfé Nf6 23. Bf6 gf6 24. Rh6 and White is winning;
19...f6 20. Qg6 b5 21. Ng5 hg5 22. hg5 Ne5 23. Qh7 Kf7 24. Rh6 and White
iswinning]
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20. Re6! Beb6 (the only move) 21. de6 f5 (theonly move) 22. h5 gh5 [22...g5
23. e7!! Qe7 (23...Be7 24. Rd1 Qc7 25. Qb3 Rf7 26. Qe6 Bf6 27. Rd7 and
White iswinning) 24. Bd5 Kh7 25. Rel Qc7 26. Be6 and White is winning,
weak point 5] 23. Rh5 Qe7 24. Nh4 (and White is winning) Qe6 25. Nf5
Be5 [25...Rf5 26. Rf5 Be5 27. Qed] 26. Bd51: O [Dreev]

R. Ponomariov 2734 — Kramnik 2809
Linares 2003 — 87/115

1. e4c52. Nf3Nc6 3. Bb5 g6 4. Bc6 dc6 5. d3 Bg7 6. h3 Nf6 7. Nc3 Nd7 8.
Be3e59. Qd2 h6 10. 0-0 Qe7 11. a3 Nf8 [11...b6 — 83/119] 12. b4 Neb6 13.
Na4 [13. be5 5 with initiative] b6! [13...Nd4] 14. Nh2 [a novelty; 14. bc5 b5
15. Nc3 Nc5 16. Ne2 Ne6 unclear; 15...f5!] f5 15. f3? [15. ef5 gf5 a) 16. {3
f4 (16...c4 17. dc4 Ba6 with initiative) 17. Bf2 e4 18. fe4 Bal 19. Ral Rg8
20. Kh1 Rg2 21. Kg2 Qg7 22. Ng4 Qal and Black is superior; b) 16. f4! ef4
17. Bf4 Bal 18. Ral Rg8 19. Rel with counterplay] f4 16. Bf2 h5! [16...cb4
17. ab4 Rb8] 17. bc5 b5 18. Nb2 g5 (and Black is superior) 19. d4?! [19. a4
04! 20. fg4 hg4 21. Ng4 Ng5 a) 22. Qd1 f3 and Black is superior; b) 22. ab5
Bg4 (22...Rnh3 23. Qd1) 23. hg4 Qe6 24. Nc4 (the only move) Qg4 25. Nd6
Kf8! 26. Bel 3 27. Qg5 (the only move) Qg5 28. Rf3 Kg8 and Black is
superior; ¢) 22. Nh2 Bh3 (22...Nh3!? 23. gh3 Bh3 with an attack 24. Kh1;
22...f317?) 23. gh3 Rh3 with an attack] ed4 [19...g4 20. d5 and Black is
dightly better; 19...Nd4 20. Bd4 ed4 21. Nd3 a5 and Black is superior] 20.
Nd3 Nc5 21. Nc5 Qc5 22. Rfd1 [22. Radl Qa3 23. Bd4 Bd4 24. Qd4 Qe3
25. Qe3 fe3 and Black is superior] Be6 23. Qb4 [23. Bd4 Bd4 24. Qd4 Qd4
25. Rd4 Ke7 and Black is superior with the idea 26. ¢3 ¢5 27. Rd2 Rhd8 28.
Rb2 Rab8] Qb6! [23...Qb4 24. ab4 d3 25. cd3 Bal 26. Ral Rh7 and Black is
dightly better] 24. a4 [24. Qd6 c5; 24. Bd4 Bd4 25. Qd4 (25. Rd4 ¢5) Qd4
26. Rd4 Ke7 and Black is superior] c5 [24...a5 25. Qd6 Kf7 26. ab5 Rhd8 27.
Qc6 Qc6 28. beb d3 and Black is superior] 25. Qb5 Qb5 [25...Kf7 and Black
issuperior] 26. ab5 Kf7 27. Ra5 Rhb8 28. Nf1 [28. Rdal d3! 29. Ra7 Kg6
30. Rg7 (the only move) Kg7 31. Ra8 dc2! 32. Rb8 (32. Ral Rb5) c1Q 33.
Nfl Bc4 and Black iswinning] Be5 [28...Bc4 29. Rbl a6 30. b6 Bb5 31. Nd2
Rb6 32. Nc4 Rc6 and Black is superior] 29. Rdal [better is 29. Rb1l Bd7 30.
Nd2 Bc7 31. Ra6 Bb5 32. Rh6 Beb and Black is superior]
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29...d3! (and Black iswinning) 30. Ra7 [30. cd3 Bal 31. Ral Rb5] Kf6! 31.
Ra8[31. cd3 Bal] Ra8 32. Ra8 [32. Rcl Bb2; 32. Rd1 dc2 33. Rcl Bb3 34.
Nd2 c4 35. Nc4 Ral] dc2 33. Rf8 Kg7 34. Re8 K7 35. Rf8 [35. Re7 Ke7
36. Bc5 Bd6] Kg6 36. Re8 Bc4 37. Reb ¢1Q 38. Rc5 [38. Kh2 Qf1 39. Bc5
04 40. fg4 hgd 41. hg4d Qel] Qf1 39. Kh2 Qf2 40. Rc4 g4 0 : 1 [Kramnik]

G. Kasparov 2847 — R. Ponomariov 2734
Linares 2003 — 87/445

1. Nf3Nf6 2. d4 €6 3. g3b6 4. Bg2 Bb7 5. c4 Be7 6. Nc3 Ned 7. Bd2 Bf6 8.
0-00-09. Rc1 d5 10. cd5 ed5 11. Bf4 Nc3?! [11...Nab6 — 46/378] 12. bc3!
Na6?! [anovelty; 12...Nd7 13. Nd2 c5 14. e4 cd4 15. cd4 Bd4 16. Rc7 Nc5
(16...Ba6? 17. Qad) 17. Nb3 g5 18. Nc5 (18. Nd4!? gf4 19. Nf5 Qf6 20. Ne7
Kh8 21. ed5) bcs 19. Rb7 gf4 20. Qg4 Bg7 (20...Kh8 21. Qf4) 21. ed5 and
White is superior; 12...Nc6!? 13. Nd2 Na5 14. e4 de4 15. Ned4 and Whiteis
dlightly better]
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13. e4! de4 [13...c5 14. ed5 (14. €5!? Be7 15. Be3) a) 14...Bd5 15. ¢4 Bf3 16.

W@% fio-
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Qf3 cd4 (16...Qd4 17. Qa3 and White is superior) 17. Qa8 Qa8 18. Ba8 Ra8
19. Bd6 and White is superior; b) 14...Qd5 15. ¢4 Qf5 16. Nh4 Qd7 17. d5
Rfe8 (17...957 18. Qh5 gf4 19. Bed Rfd8 20. Qh7 Kf8 21. Nf5 and White is
winning) 18. Qd2 and White is dlightly better] 14. Nd2 g5? [14...Re8 15. Rel
05 16. Ned Bed 17. Bed gf4 18. Qad! Rb8 (18...fg3 19. hg3 Re4 20. Re4 Qc8
21. Reel Qb7 22. Rg4 Kf8 23. Qa3! ¢5 24. Qcl Bg7 25. Rg7! Kg7 26. Qg5
Kf8 27. Qf6 Kg8 28. Re5 and White iswinning; 18...Re4 19. Re4 Qc8 20.
Rcel Qb7 21. Rf4 Kg7 22. Qd7 Qc8 23. Rg4 Kf8 24. Qd5 Qg4 25. Qa8 Kg7
26. Qb7 and White iswinning) 19. Qa6 and White is superior b5? 20. Bh7]
15. Be3! [15. Ned Be4 16. Be4d gf4 17. Qh5 Re8 18. Qh7 Kf8 19. Bb7! a)
19...Rb8 20. Bab b5 21. a4 bad (21...c6 22. ab5 cb5 23. Qf5 and Whiteis
winning) 22. Bc4 and White is superior; b) 19...c5 20. Ba6 cd4 21. Rfd1 and
White is superior] Re8[15...Qe7 16. Qh5 c5 17. Rcel! cd4 (17...Rad8 18.
Bg5 Bg5 19. Ned Be4 20. Bed h6 21. Bh7 Kh7 22. Re7 Be7 23. Qe2 and
White iswinning) 18. Ne4 de3 19. Nf6 Qf6 20. Bb7 and White is winning]
16. f4! ef3 17. Bf3 Bd5! [17...c6 18. Be4 Kg7 19. Qh5 h6 20. Bg5 hg5 21.
Qh7 Kf8 22. Qh6 Bg7 23. Rf7! Kf7 24. Rf1 and White iswinning] 18. Bd5!
Qd5 19. Rf6 Re3 20. Qg4 [20. Qf1!? Rae8 (20...Qa2 21. Rf2! and Whiteis
winning; 20...Re6 21. Re6 Qe6 22. Rel Qa2 23. Ned and White is winning)
21. Qab (21. Rf5 Qa2 22. Rg5 Kf8 unclear) Rc3 22. Rc3 Qd4 23. Rf2 Qc3
24. Qa7 and White iswinning] Re6 [20...Rae8 21. Rf5 Qe6 22. Qg5 Qg6 23.
Qf4 h6 24. Rf1 Rel 25. Nc4 and White iswinning] 21. Rf5 Qc6 22. Qg5 [22.
Rcfl! Qc3 23. Rf7 Qe3 (23...Rg6 24. Re7! and White iswinning) 24. Khl
and White iswinning] Rg6 23. Qh5 Rf8 [23...Nb4 24. Rcf1 Qc3 25. Rf7
Qd4 26. R1f2 Rg7 27. Rg7 Kg7 (27...Qg7 28. a3! and White iswinning) 28.
Nb3 Qd7 29. Rf4 and White iswinning] 24. Nf3 f6 25. Nh4 Rg7 26. Qh6
Nb8 27. Rh5[27. Rf2!7] 5 [only move; 27...Nd7 28. Nf5 Rgf7 29. Rg5 Kh8
30. Rg7 and White iswinning] 28. Qf4 Qe4 29. Rf1 Qf4 30. Rf4 Rg4 31.
Rff5 Nd7 32. Rf8 Nf8 33. Kf2 Nd7 34. Nf5 Kh8 35. Kf3 [better is 35. Rh6
and White iswinning] Rg8 36. Rh6 Rf8 37. g4 Nf6 38. ¢4 Kg8[38...a6 39.
Kf4 (39. a4 c6 40. Kf4 b5 41. ab5 ab5 42. g5 Ng8 43. Rc6 Rf5 44. Kf5 Ne7
45, Ked Nc6 46. cb5 Na7! 47. b6 Nc8 equal) b5 40. g5 Ng8 41. Rab bc4 42.
Ke5 and Whiteiswinning] 39. Kf4 Rf7 40. g5 Ne8 41. Ke5 Rd7 42. Ke6
Rf7 43. Rf6 Nf6 [44. gf6 Rf8 (44...Kf8 45. Nh6 and White is winning) 45.
Nh6 Kh8 46. Ke7 Rc8 47. Nf7 Kg8 48. Nd8 and Whiteiswinning] 1: 0[G.
Kasparov]

Kramnik 2809 — V. Topalov 2743
Monaco (blindfold) 2003 — 87/223

1. e4c52. Nf3e63.d4cd4 4. Nd4 Nc6 5. Nc3 d6 6. Be3 Nf6 7. f4 a6 8.
Qf3 Qc7 9. 0-0-0 Bd7 10. Nb3!? [10. g4 — 39/290] Rc8 [a novelty; 10...Be7;
10...Na5] 11. Kb1[11. g4 Nb4 (with initiative) 12. Kbl Bc6; 12...d5] b5 12.
Bd3 Nb4 [12...Na5 13. Na5 Qa5 14. Ne2 and White is superior] 13. g4 Bc6
[13...Nd3 14. cd3 €5 (14...b4 15. Ne2) 15. f5 b4 16. Ne2 d5 17. Ng3 with
initiative] 14. g5 Nd7 [14...Ne4!? 15. Be4 (15. Ne4?! d5 16. Nd4 ded 17. Be4
Bed 18. Qe4 Qc4 19. b3 QdS) d5 16. g6!! (16. Nd5 ed5 17. Bf5 d4 18. Qe2
de3 19. Qe3 Be7 20. Rhel unclear) hgb6 (16...de4 17. Qh3 with an attack with
theideaQh7) 17. Bg6 d4 (17...fg6 18. Nd4) 18. Qg4] 15. Qf2 g6 [15...Nd3
16. cd3 b4 17. Ne2 d5 18. Ned4 de4 19. Nc6 Qc6 20. Rcl and Whiteis
superior] 16. Rhf1[16. Bd4 €5 17. fe5 Ne5 (17...de5 18. Rhfl! 5 19. gf6 ed4
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20. f7 Kd8 21. Nd4 and White is superior) 18. Qf6 Rg8 and Whiteis dlightly
better] Bg7 17. f5 (and White is superior) Ne5 18. Bb6 Qd7 [better is
18...Qb7 19. Na5] 19. Be2! [with the idea Nc5] Qb7 20. Na5 [20. fe6 0-0 21.
Na5 and Whiteis superior] Qb8 21. f6 [21. fe6 feb (21...0-0 22. e7 Rfe8 23.
a3 Nc2 24. Kc2 Be4 25. Kb3 Bf5 26. Ka2) 22. Qd4 Bd7 only move] Bf8 22.
a3 Nc2 23. Kc2 Bed 24. Kb3 Ba8 [24...Bf5 and White is superior] 25. Ba7
[25. Ka2 h6 26. h4 and White is superior] Qc7 26. Qb6 Qb6 27. Bb6 h6
[better is27...Nd7 28. Bf2 h6 29. h4] 28. Nb5! Kd7 [only move; 28...ab5 29.
Bb5 Nc6 (29...Nd7 30. Rcl Bd5 31. Ka4 Rb8 32. Rc7) 30. Rcl Kd7 31. Rc6
Bc6 (31...Rc6 32. Rel) 32. Nc6 Rc6 33. Rcl] 29. Bd4!? [29. Nc3 Rb8 30.
Na4 and Whiteis superior] Bd5 30. Ka4 ab5 31. Bb5 Bc6 [31...Kc7 32. Rcl
Kb8 33. Rc8 Kc8 34. Rcl Kb8 35. Bab and White iswinning; better is
31...Nc6 32. Bb6 (32. Rd3!? hg5 33. Rcl) Rb8 only move (32...hg5 33. Rd5
ed5 34. Rcl Rh4 35. b4 and White iswinning) 33. Rd5 Rb6 34. Nc4! Rb8 35.
Ne5 Kc7 36. Nc6! (36. Rcl ed5 37. Nf7 Rh7 38. Bc6 Rb2 39. Bd5 and White
issuperior) Ra8 37. Na5 ed5 38. Rcl Kb8 (38...Kd8 39. Kb4 and Whiteis
winning, with the idea Nb7) 39. Bd7 hg5 40. Kb5 Bh6 (the only move) 41.
Bg4! Re8 42. b4 and White iswinning]

={ =

32. Beb! Bb5 33. Kb5 Rcb 34. Kb6 Re5 35. Rcl Rab (the only move) 36.
Rc7! [36. Ka&b d5 with counterplay] Kd8 37. Rfcl Rc5 [37...Ra8 38. Kb7!
hg5 39. Ka8 and Whiteiswinning] 38. R1c5 dc5 39. Kc6!! [with the idea
Ra7-a8 mate] 1: O [Kramnik]

ju. Polgar 2715 — Leko 2746
Budapest 2003 — 87/129

1. e4c52. Nf3 Nc6 3. d4 cd4 4. Nd4 Nf6 5. Nc3 €5 6. Ndb5 d6 7. Bgb a6 8.
Na3 b5 9. Bf6 gf6 10. Nd5 5 11. Bd3 Be6 12. Qh5 Rg8 13. g3 Rg5 14.
Qd1 Bd5 15. ed5 Ne7 16. Nb5!? (anovelty) Qb6 17. Na3! [17. Qcl Bh6!]
Qb2 18. Nc4 Qc319. Kf1 Rd8[19...Nd5 20. Be2! with compensation;
19...e4!7] 20. Rb1 e4 [20...Bh6! 7] 21. Be2? [21. f4!! Rg6 (21...ed3? 22. cd3!
Rg6 23. Qa4 and Whiteiswinning; 21...ef3 22. Qf3 and White is superior)
22. Be2 and White is dlightly better] f4! (with an attack) 22. Rb3 [22. Qd2?!
Nd5 23. gf4 Rf5! with the idea 24. Qc3 Nc3 25. Rb7 Rb5!; 22. Nb6 Bgy;
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22...Bh6 with an attack] Qf6 23. gf4 Qf4!7? [23...Rd5 24. Qbl Qf4 25. Rb8
Nc6 26. Rd8 Nd8 and Black is dightly better] 24. Ne3 Bg7 25. Ba6 Nf5!
[with compensation, with the idea Bd4] 26. Ng2 Qe5 [26...Rg2? 27. Kg2 Bd4
28. Rf1 Nh4 29. Khl Nf3 30. Rf3 equal] 27. h4 Rg6 28. Rhh3 [28. Qbl] K8
[and Black is dightly better, with initiative; 28...Bh6!? with the idea Qg7] 29.
Qb1!? Bf6 [29...Bh6! 7] 30. h5? [weak point g5] Rg8 (and Black is superior)
31. Be2? Nd4 32. Rbe3 Bg5 [32...Ne2!? 33. Re2 Qg5! 34. Rg3 (34. Rh2
Beb) Qh5 35. Rg8 Kg8 36. Rel Kh8 37. Ne3 Bc3 38. Rd1 f5 and Black is
winning] 33. Qb6 Re8 34. Reg3

Ed K
A 1

i
AW @ A
a &

EE

B A KA
&

34...f5! (and Black iswinning) 35. Nh4?! [35. Bd1!?f4 36. Rg5 Rg5 37. Nf4
Kg8! and Black iswinning] Ne2 36. Ke2 f4 37. Rb3 3 38. Kf1 Qd5
[38...Bh41?39. Rh4 €3!! (39...Rgl 40. Kgl Qg5 41. Rg4! Qg4 42. Kf1) 40.
fe3Rgl 41. Kgl Qg3 42. Kf1 Qg2 43. Kel Qe2 mate] 39. Nf3 Qc4 40. Rd3
ed341. Qd6 Be7 42. Qh6 Rg7 43. Rg3 [43. Ne5 d2!] dc244. Kg2Qc30: 1
[ Leko]

W

Leko 2736 — T. Radjabov 2624
Linares 2003 — 87/276

1. e4 €6 2. d4 d5 3. Nc3 Nf6 4. Bg5 Bb4 5. €5 h6 6. Bd2 Bc3 7. be3 Ne4 8.
Qg4 g6 9. Bd3 Nd2 10. Kd2 ¢5 11. h4 Bd7 12. h5 g5 13. f4 Nc6 14. fg5
Qab!? [14...Qg5 — 77/282] 15. dc5! d4 16. Nf3 0-0-0 17. Rab1! [anovelty;
17. Ke2] dc3[17...Qc3! 7] 18. Ke2 Rhg8
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19. Qed! [weak point b7] Qc7! [19...hg5 20. g4 and White is superior] 20.
g4! Ne7! 21. Bb5! [21. gh6 Bc6 with counterplay] hg5 [21...Nd5!? a) 22. gh6
f5! 23. ef6 Bb5 24. Rb5 Nf4 with counterplay; b) 22. ¢6 Bc6 23. Bc6 Qc6 24.
gh6 5! 25. ef6 Qab 26. Kel Nf6 27. Qf4 Rg4 28. Qf6 Re4 29. Kf2 Qe2
(29...Re2 30. Kg3 Qd6 31. Kh3 and White iswinning) 30. Kg3 Rg8 31. Qg7!
and White iswinning; 27...Qa2!?; 27...Nd5! equal; c) 22. Bd7 Rd7 23. gh6
f5! 24. ef6 Nf6 25. h7!! Rh8 (25...Rf8 26. Qe5; 25...Nh7 26. c6) 26. Qeb5!
Rd2 27. Kel Qe5 28. Ne5 and White is slightly better] 22. Rb3! [22. Nd4?
Qc5! with an attack, with the idea 23. Ba6? Bc6! 24. Bb7 Kc7 25. Bc6 Rd4
and Black iswinning] Nd5 [22...Nf5? 23. gf5 ef5 24. Bd7 Qd7 25. ¢6! and
White iswinning; 22...Bc6 23. Bc6 Nc6 24. Rhbl; 22...Bb5 23. Rb5 Nd5 24.
Rhb1 b6 25. ch6 ab6 26. a4 and White is superior; 22...f5 23. ef6 Nd5
(23...Nf5 24. Bd7 Qd7 25. gf5 ef5 26. c6! and White iswinning) 24. f7! (24.
Bd7 Rd7 25. c6 Qc6 26. Ne5 Qa6 27. Qc4 Qc4 28. Nc4 Nf6 29. Re3 Re7 30.
Nd6 Kd8 31. Rc7 Kc7 32. Nf7 Rg7 33. Ne5 Kd6) Bb5 25. Rb5 Qf7 26. Rhbl
and White is superior] 23. Rhb1 Bc6? [23...Bb5 24. Rb5 b6 25. cb6 ab6 26.
a4 and White is superior; 23...f5!1 24. ef6 Nf6 a) 25. Bd7 Rd7 26. Qe5 Ng4!
(26...Rd2 27. Kel Qe5 28. Neb) 27. Qe6 Qg3!! 28. Qg8 Rd8 29. Qe6 Rd7
equal; b) 25. Qe5 Bb5 26. Rb5 Rd2 27. Kel Qe5 28. Ne5 and Whiteis
dlightly better] 24. Bc6 Qc6 25. Nd4! (and White iswinning) Qa6 [25...Nf4
26. Kf3 Rd4 27. Qc6 bc6 28. Rb8 Kd7 29. R1b7 mate] 26. Kel Rd7
[26...Kb8 27. Rb7 Ka3 28. c6; 26...f5 27. gf5] 27. ¢6 Rc7 28. Rb7 Rb7 29.
Rb7 Nb6 [29...Qa3 30. Nb5 Qcl 31. Kf2 Qd2 32. Kg3; 29...Nc7 30. Qh7]
30. Qh7 Rf8 31. Qg7 [31. Nf5 and White iswinning; 31. Rf7 and Whiteis
winning] Qa3 32. Qf8[32...Qf8 33. Nb5 Qc5 34. Nd6 Kd8 35. ¢7 Qc7 36.
Rc7 Kc7 37.h6] 1: 0[Leko]

&

Do

Nisipeanu 2592 — S. Volkov 2624
Saint-Vincent 2003 — 87/265

1. e4e62.d4d53. Nd2 Nf6 4. e5 Nfd7 5. Bd3 ¢5 6. c3 Nc6 7. Ngf3 Be7 8.
0-0g59.a3!?h5[9...85!?10. h3 h5 11. g4!? (11. Rel?! cd4 12. cd4 g4 13.
hg4 hg4 14. Nh2 g3 and Black is dightly better; 11. Qa4 Nb6 12. Qc2 cd4
13. Nd4!? Ne5 14. N2f3 unclear) hg4 12. hg4 a) 12...cd4 13. cd4 Qb6 14.
Qa4 Qa7 (14...Nf8 15. b4 and White is dlightly better; 14...f5!? 15. ef6 Nf6
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with counterplay) 15. Kg2 Nb6 (15...Nf8 16. Rh1 and White is slightly better)
16. Qd1 Bd7 17. Nbl and White is slightly better; b) 12...Qb6 13. Kg2!? cd4
14. Rh1 with compensation] 10. b4 g4 [a novelty; 10...cd4 11. cd4 Qb6
(11...g4 12. b5 Na5 13. Nel and White is dightly better) 12. Nb3 g4 13. Nel
Rg8 (13...Nf8 14. Be3 and White is superior) 14. Bd2 and White is slightly
better] 11. b5 Nd4! [11...gf3 12. bc6 bc6 13. Qf3 and White is superior;
11...Ncb8 12. Nel and White is slightly better] 12. cd4 [12. Nd4? Ne5 and
Black is superior] gf3 13. Nf3 ¢4 (unclear) 14. Bc2 a6 15. Rb1! [15. ba6 b5!
and Black is dlightly better] ab5 16. Rb5 Ba3 [16...Nb6!? 17. h4 unclear] 17.
Ng5 Bcl 18. Qcl Nb8! [18...Nf8 19. f4 Rg8 20. h4 with an attack] 19. Nh7
(with compensation) Kd7! [19...Nc6?! 20. Nf6 Kf8 21. Bh7 Nd4 22. Qh6
Ke7 23. Nd5 Kd7 24. Rc5 and Whiteis superior; 19...Rh7? 20. Bh7 Nc6
(20...Qh4 21. Qb2 Nc6 22. Rb7 and White is superior) 21. Qf4 and Whiteis
superior] 20. Nfé Kc7

EAsY E

] £y 63143
=] =q=e

21. Bed!? [with an attack; 21. Qb2 Nc6 22. Rb1 Ra7 23. Rb6 with
compensation] Bd7 [21...Nc6! 22. Bd5 ed5 23. Nd5 Kb8 24. Qc4 Rhé!
unclear] 22. Nd5! ed5 23. Rd5 Qh4! [23...Nc6 24. Qf4!! Kc8 25. Bf5 and
White iswinning] 24. Qc4 Bc6 25. Bf3 Ra4 [better is 25...Ra3 26. g3! (26.
Rd6? Rf3! and Black iswinning) Qe7 27. Bg2 with compensation] 26. Qc3!
[and Whiteis superior; 26. Qc5!? Na6! (26...b6 27. Rd7!! Kd7 28. Bc6 Nc6
29. Qd6 and Whiteiswinning) 27. Qd6 Kc8 (27...Kb6? 28. Rbl Ka7 29.
Qc6! and White iswinning) 28. Rcl Nc7 29. Rdc5 Rd8 30. Rc6 Rd6 31. Rc7
Kd8 32. ed6 Qd4 and White is dightly better, with the idea Ral] Rd8?!
[26...Qf4 27. Rd6 6 28. Qb3! (28. Bc6 Nc6 29. Rb1 Qe4 unclear; 28. Rbl
feb 29. Rb7 Kb7 30. Bc6 Kc7! 31. Ba4 Kd6 32. Qc5 Keb 33. Bb3 equal) Rd4
29. Bc6 Nc6 30. Rf6 Qg4 31. Rbl and White is superior] 27. Rd8 Kd8 28.
d5 Bb5 29. Rb1 Qc4 30. Qe3! Nd7 [30...Qd3 31. Qg5 Kc7 32. Rd1 Qb3 33.
€6 and White iswinning] 31. Qg5 f6 32. Qg8 Kc7 33. d6 Kb6 34. Qc4 Rc4
35. e6 Neb 36. Be2 (and White iswinning) Kc6 37. Bc4 Be4 38. d7 Nd7 39.
ed7 Kd7 40. Rb7 Ke8 41. f3 Kf8 42. Kf2 Bd543. Ra7 Bf744.Kg31: 0
[Nisipeanu, Stoica]
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