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Last month we presented the games of Topalov and Anand as candidates for
the most important theoretical novelty of Informant 96. Well, their rivalry

was broadened to include the selection of the best game, and it is curious that
once again the games in question were played at Wijk aan Zee.

In the end, the game Topalov — Aronian was voted as the best of Volume 96,
beating Karjakin — Anand by a margin of five points. Closer scrutiny of the
best ten games shows that Topalov’s win against Nisipeanu and his losses to
Vallejo, Adams and Svidler have all been selected. This is a testament to just
what a fighter Topalov is. But not only did he win for best game, his game
against Aronian was also selected as the most important theoretical novelty of
the previous volume.

The next Wijk aan Zee tournament will soon begin with Topalov and Anand
as the two highest rated players. Will they able to repeat their previous
achievement or will Kramnik act as a spoiler?
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DESET NAJEOLIIN PARTUA PRETHODNOG TOMA « QECSTS NYNIUMX NAPTHA
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IMPORTANT THEORITICAL NOVELTIES OF THE PRECEDING VOLUME » DIE ZEHN
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V. Topalov 2801 — L. Aronian 2752
Wijk aan Zee 2006 — 96/384

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.g3 Ba6 5.b3 Bb4 6.Bd2 Be7 7.Bg2 c6 8.Bc3 d5
9.Ne5 Nfd7 10.Nd7 Nd7 11.Nd2 0-0 12.0-0 Nf6 13.e4 b5 14.ed5 ed5
15.Rel Rb8 16.c5 Bc8 17.Nf3 Ne4
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18.Re4!! [a novelty; 18.Ne5 see 91/(446)] ded4 19.Ne5 Qd5 20.Qel! [20.Qe2
Bf5 21.g4 Bg6 with the idea 22.f3? Bc5] Bf5 21.g4! Bg6 22.f3 b4 [22...Bc5!?
23.dc5 Qc5 24.Kh1 ef3 25.Bf3 Rfe8] 23.fe4 Qe6 24.Bb2 [24.Bb4? Bf6!
25.Bc3 Be5 26.de5 Qg4 and Black is superior] Bf6 25.Nc6! [25.d5 Qe7!
26.d6 Qe6 27.Ng6 Bb2 28.Nf8 Kf8 unclear] Qc6 26.e5 Qa6 27.ef6 Rfe8
28.Qf1 Qe2 29.Qf2! [29.Qe2 Re2 30.Bcl gf6] Qg4 30.h3! Qg5 [30...Qh5
31.Rel] 31.Bcl Qh5 32.Bf4 Rbd8? [32...Rbc8] 33.c6 Be4 34.c7 Rc8 35.Rel
(and White is winning) Qg6 [35...Bg2 36.Re8 Re8 37.Qg2 Qd1 (37...g6
38.Qg4 Qg4 39.hg4 Rc8 40.Bd6) 38.Kh2 g6 39.Qe4!; 35...Qf5 36.Bg3 Qg6
(36...Qf2 37.Kf2 Bg2 38.Re8 Re8 39.Kg2 gf6 40.d5 Rc8 41.Bd6) 37.Re4 Red
38.d5]

36.Re4 Re4 37.d5 Rce8 38.d6 Rel 39.Kh2 Qf5 40.Qg3 g6 41.Qg5 [41.Qg4
Qc5 42.d7 Qg1 43.Kg3 R1e3 44.Kh4 and White is winning] Qg5 42.Bg5
Rd1 43.Bc6 Re2 44.Kg3 1-0 [Z.Krnic]

Sergey Karjakin 2660 — V. Anand 2792
Wijk aan Zee 2006 — 96/183
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1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.Nd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 e5 7.Nb3 Be6 8.f3 Be7
9.Qd2 0-0 10.0-0-0 Nbd7 11.g4 b5 12.g5 b4 13.Ne2 Ne8 14.f4 a5 15.f5 a4
16.Nbd4 ed4 17.Nd4 b3 18.Kb1 bc2 19.Nc2 Bb3 20.ab3 ab3 21.Na3 Ne5
22.h4 Ra5 23.Qc3? [a novelty; 23.Qe2 see 93/200] Qa8 24.Bg2 [24.Rd4 d5
with initiative]

24...Nc7!1 25.Qc7 [only move; 25.Bb6 Ra3 26.ba3 Nb5 and Black is
winning] Rc8! 26.Qe7 [26.Qb6 Nc4! and Black is winning] Nc4! [and Black
is winning; 26...Ra3?? 27.ba3 Qa3 28.Qa7! and White is winning] 27.96
[27.Bc5 Ra3 28.ba3 Rc5 29.a4 Na3 30.Kb2 Rc2 31.Ka3 Qb8!; 27.Bd4 Ra3
28.ba3 Na3 29.Kb2 Nc4 30.Kc3 (30.Kb3 Qa3 31.Kc2 Ne3 32.Kd2 Rc2
33.Kel Qb4) Qa2! 31.Bc5 Qc2 32.Kd4 dc5 33.Kd5 Ne3 34.Kd6 Nd1] hg6
28.fg6 Na3 29.ba3 Ra3 30.gf7 Kh7 31.f8N Rf8 32.Qf8 [32.Qd6 Ral 33.Kb2
Ra2 34.Kb1 Rc2!] Ral 33.Kb2 Ra2 34.Kc3 [34.Kb1 Qf8 35.Bh3 Qa8
36.Bf5 Kh8 37.Rc1 Ral 38.Kb2 Qa3 39.Kc3 b2] Qa5 35.Kd3 [35.Kb3 Qa4
36.Kc3 Rc2 37.Kd3 Qc4#] Qb5 36.Kd4 Ra4 37.Kc3 Qc4 0-1 [V.Anand]

V. Topalov 2801 — F. Vallejo Pons 2650
MoreliaZLinares 2006 — 96/321

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Nf3 e6 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bh4 dc4 7.e4 g5 8.Bg3 b5
9.Be2 Bb7 10.0-0 Nbd7 11.Ne5 h5 12.Nd7 Qd7 13.Be5 Rh6 14.f3 (a
novelty) Qe7 [14...h4 15.f41? unclear] 15.a4 [15.f4!? g4 16.f5 0-0-0 17.fe6
fe6 unclear] a6 [15...Nd7!?] 16.Qc2 [16.Qd2 Nd7; 16.ab5 cb5 17.Nb5 ab5
18.Bc4 Qd7 unclear] Rd8 [16...Nd7!?] 17.Rad1 Nd7 18.Bc7 [18.f4 Ne5
19.fe5 Bg7 unclear; 18.Bg3 e5 19.d5 (19.de5 h4!) h4 20.Bf2 Qb4 with the
idea Bc5] Rc8 19.Bg3 e5 20.d5 [20.Bf2 Bg7; 20.de5 Ne5 (20...h4!1? 21.Bf2
Qeb) 21.ab5 cb5 22.Nd5 Bd5 23.Rd5 Nc6 unclear; 21...ab5 with the idea
22.Qd2 Rd6!] b4 [20...Qb4 21.Bf2; 20...Qf6!? 21.dc6 Bc5 22.Bf2 Bc6]
21.dc6 Rhc6 [21...Bc6 22.Nd5 Bd5 23.Rd5 with compensation] 22.Nd5 Qe6
23.Qd2?! [23.h41? gh4 24.Bh4 a5?! 25.f4 and White is slightly better;
24...Bd6 unclear] h4! 24.Bf2 c3! 25.bc3 [25.Qg5 cb2 unclear] bc3 26.Qg5?
[26.Qc2 Bc5 with initiative] c2 27.Rc1 h3 28.g3 Qh6! [and Black is superior;
28...Bh6?! 29.Qg8 Nf8 30.Be3 unclear] 29.Qf5 [29.Qh6 Bh6 30.Be3 Bf3
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31.f4 Ba3 32.Bg4 Bcl 33.Rcl Rc4 34.Bh3 Bd5 35.ed5 e4 and Black is
winning] Qd2 30.Rfel Ba3 31.f4! [31.Be3 Bcl 32.Bd2 Bd2 33.Rfl c1Q
34.Rcl Rcl 35.Kf2 Bel 36.Ke3 Bd5 37.ed5 Bg3 and Black is winning] Bcl
32.Bh5

32...Rg6! 33.Bg6 Bd5 34.ed5 Qel! [34...fg67? 35.Qg6 Kd8 36.Bb6 Rc7
37.Qg8 Ke7 38.Qh7 equal] 35.Bel Be3 36.Kf1 c1Q 37.Qf7 Kd8 (and Black
is winning) 38.Ke2 [38.d6 Qc4] Bb6 39.Bd2 Qc4 [39...Qh1! 40.fe5 Qh2
41.Kd1 Qgl 42.Ke2 Qg2 43.Kd1 h2 and Black is winning] 40.Kf3 e4!
41.Kg4 [41.Bed? Ne5] Kc7 [41...e3! 42.Bc3 Qc3 43.d6 (43.Bf5 Nf6) Nf6
44.Kh3 Rc5! and Black is winning] 42.a5 [42.Bf5 Qe2 (42...Qd5 43.Qd5 Nf6
44.Kh3 Rh8 45.Kg2 Nd5 46.Be4 Ne3 47.Be3 Be3 and Black is superior)
43.Kg5 Rd8 44.Bd7 (44.a5 Bd4) Qd2 45.Bc6 Kd6 46.Qe6 Kc5 47.Qe7 Rd6
48.Qe4 Bd8 49.Kh5 Rd5! 50.Qd5 Qd5 51.Bd5 Kd5 52.Kg4 Ke4 53.Kh3 Kf3
and Black is winning] Bd4 43.Bf5 Rg8 44.Kh4 Rh8 45.Kg5 Qb5 46.Be6 e3
[46...Rd8 and Black is winning] 47.Bel e2 48.g4 Rf8 49.Qh7 Be3 50.Kh4
Bf4 51.g5 Qa4 52.Kh5 Bh2 53.Bh3 Be5 54.Qd3 Rh8 55.Kg6 Nf8 56.Kf7
Kda8! 0-1 [F.Vallejo Pons]

Mi. Adams 2707 — V. Topalov 2801
Wijk aan Zee 2006 — 96/174

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.Nd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be2 e6 7.0-0 Be7 8.a4 Nc6
9.Be3 0-0 10.f4 Qc7 11.Kh1 Re8 12.Bf3 Bf8 13.Qd2 Na5 14.b3 Rb8
[14...d5?! 15.e5 Bb4 16.Ncb5 Bd2 17.Nc7 Be3 18.ef6 Bd4 19.Radl Rd8
20.Na8 and White is superior] 15.Rad1 [15.Rael!? Nc6] Nc6 [a novelty;
15...b6 16.e5! de5 17.fe5 Nd7 18.Bh5 (18.Qf2!? Ne5 19.Bf4 f6 20.Ne4 Bb7
21.Qg3 Be4 22.Be4 with compensation) a) 18...g6 19.Qf2 Re7 (19...Ne5
20.Ne4 Kh8 21.Nf6 and White is winning) 20.Bg5 Ne5 21.Be7 Be7 22.Qg3
and White is superior; b) 18...Ne5! 19.Bf4 g6 20.Ne4 Bg7 21.Nf3 6 22.Bg4
with compensation] 16.Bf2?! [16.e5 de5 17.Nc6 bc6 18.fe5 Nd5 unclear;
16.Qf2! a) 16...Bd7 17.e5 de5 18.Nc6 Bc6 (18...bc6 19.fe5 Qeb5 20.Bd4 Qc7
21.Bf6 gf6 22.Ne4 Be7 23.Nf6 Bf6 24.Be4 and White is winning) 19.Bb6 Qe7
20.fe5 Nd5 21.Nd5 ed5 22.Bd5 Bd5 23.Rd5 Qe6 24.c4 and White is superior;
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b) 16...Nd7 b1) 17.Nce2 Nd4 18.Nd4 b6 19.e5 Bb7 (19...de5 20.fe5 with
initiative) 20.Bb7 Qb7 21.ed6 Bd6 22.f5 e5 unclear; b2) 17.f5 Nce5; b3)
17.Nde2 b6; b4) 17.e5! de5 (17...Nd4 18.Bd4 de5 19.fe5 and White is
superior Ne5? 20.Bh5 and White is winning) 18.Nc6 bc6 19.fe5 Ne5 20.Qg3
6 21.Ne4 Kh8 22.Bf4 and White is superior; ¢) 16...Nd4 c1) 17.Rd4 Qc3
18.Rc4 Ne4 (18...Qa5 19.Bb6 Ne4 unclear) 19.Be4 Qf6 unclear; c2) 17.Bd4!
e5 18.Ba7 Ra8 (18...Qc3 19.Bb8 ef4 20.Bd6 and White is winning) 19.fe5 deb
(19...Re5 20.Bd4) 20.Nd5 Nd5 21.ed5 Ra7 (21...e4 22.Bh5 g6 23.Bb6 and
White is superior; 21...Bf5 22.Bb6 Qc2 23.d6 Qf2 24.Rf2 e4 25.Be2 Bd7
26.Bc4 and White is superior; 21...f5 22.Bb6 Qd6 23.c4 e4 24.c5 Qf6 25.Be2
and White is superior) 22.Qa7 Bc5 23.d6 and White is superior] Nd7
[16...Bd7!? 17.Bh4 Be7 18.Nde2 Ne4 (18...Red8 19.Bf6 Bf6 20.Qd6 and
White is slightly better) 19.Ne4 Bh4 20.Qd6 Qd6 21.Nd6 Red8 22.Rd2 Be7
23.Rfd1 and White is slightly better] 17.Bg3 Nd4 18.Qd4 b5! [18...b6 19.e5
de5 20.fe5 and White is superior] 19.ab5 ab5 20.b4 [20.e5?! b4! 21.Ne4 d5
22.Nd6 (22.Ng5 Ba6 and Black is slightly better) Bd6 23.ed6 Qc2 unclear]
g6? [20...Qc4! a) 21.Be2 Qd4 22.Rd4 Ba6 23.f5 Rb6! (23...Ne5? 24.fe6 feb
25.Rf8 and White is winning) 24.fe6 fe6 unclear; b) 21.Qc4 bc4 22.b5 Bb7
and White is slightly better] 21.e5 d5 [21...de5 22.fe5 Bg7 23.Ne4 (23.Be2
Be5 24.Nb5 and White is superior) Be5 a) 24.Be5 Qe5 25.Qe5 (25.Qa7 with
initiative) Ne5 26.Nf6 Kf8 27.Ne8 Ke8 and White is superior; b) 24.Nf6! Bf6
25.Bc7 Bd4 26.Rd4 e5 27.Rel and White is winning; 21...Rb6 (Topalov,V)
22.ed6 Qb8 (22...Rd6? 23.Nb5) 23.15 gf5 24.Qe3 Bd6 (24...Bb7 25.Qb6! Nb6
26.d7 4 27.Bf4 e5 28.de8Q Qe8 29.Bb7 ef4 30.Rf4 Qe5 31.Rg4 Kh8 32.Rg3
and White is winning) 25.Nd5 Bg3 26.Qg5 Kh8 27.Nb6 and White is
superior]

22.15 gf5 [22...Qb6 23.fe6 fe6 24.Nd5 and White is winning; 22...Qc4 23.fe6
fe6 24.Nd5 Qd4 25.Rd4 ed5 26.Bd5 Kh8 27.Bf7 (27.e6 Bg7 28.ed7 Bd7 and
White is superior) Re7 28.e6 Ra8 29.Rdd1 and White is winning] 23.Nd5
Qc4 24.Qd2 [24.Qe3!? Bb7 (24...n6 25.Nf6 Nf6 26.ef6 and White is winning)
25.Nf6 Nf6 26.Qg5 Kh8 27.ef6 (27.Qf6 Kg8 28.Bh5 Qc7 and White is
slightly better) Bf3 28.9f3 h6! (28...Rbd8 29.Bd6! Rd6 30.Rgl and White is
winning) 29.Qh5 f4 30.Bf2 and White is superior; 24.Nf6! Nf6 25.ef6 Qd4
26.Rd4 a) 26...e5 27.Rel al) 27...Bb7 28.Re5 (28.Be5 Ra8 29.Bb7 Re5 and
White is superior) Bf3 29.gf3 Re5 30.Be5 Rc8 31.c¢3 and White is winning;
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a2) 27...Be6 28.Re5 Rec8 29.Bf4 Rb6 30.g3 h6 31.Be2 and White is
winning; b) 26...Rb6 27.Rel Ra6 (27...Bb7 28.Bc7 Bf3 29.Bb6 Be4 30.Bc5
and White is winning) 28.Be5 (and White is winning) Ra7? 29.Bc6] h6
[24...Bb7? 25.Ne3 and White is winning; 24...ed5? 25.Qg5 (25.Bd5?) Kh8
26.Bd5 Qg4 27.Qg4 fg4 28.Bf7 and White is winning] 25.h3! [25.Qf2 ed5
26.Bd5 Qg4 27.Bc6 and White is superior] ed5 [25...Kh8 26.Nf6 Nf6 27.ef6
e5 28.Bd5 Qc7 29.Qe2 f4 (29...Rb6 30.Rfel and White is winning; 29...Kg8
30.Qh5 Be6 31.Be6 Re6 32.Rf5 and White is winning) 30.Bf4 and White is
winning] 26.Bd5 Qb4 27.c3 Qc5 [better is 27...Qe7 28.Rf5 a) 28...Nb6
29.Bf7 Qf7 (29...Kh7 30.Rf6 Bg7 31.Qc2 Kh8 32.Rdd6 and White is winning;
29...Kh8 30.Rf6 and White is winning) 30.Rf7 Kf7 31.e6 Be6 32.Bb8 Rb8
33.Qf4 and White is winning; b) 28...Ne5 29.Re5 Be6 30.Be6! (30.Re6 fe6
31.Bb8 Rb8 32.Qf4 Rd8 33.Be6 Kh8 34.Rd8 Qd8 35.Bd7 Bg7 36.Bb5 Qd1
37.Bf1 Bc3 38.Qh6 Kg8 and White is superior) fe6 31.Qe2 Bg7 32.Rb5 Rb5
33.Qb5 Bc3 (33...Rd8 34.Rd8 Qd8 35.c4 and White is winning) 34.Bh4 Qf7
35.Rf1 Qg6 36.Rf3 Bg7 37.Rg3 Qf7 38.Bf6 Qf6 39.Qe8 Kh7 40.Kh2 Qf5
41.Qd7 Qf6 42.Qd3 and White is winning] 28.Rf5 Re6 [28...Re7 29.e6 fe6
30.Be6 Re6 31.Rc5 and White is winning; 28...Kh8 29.Rf7 Rb6 30.Bf2 Qa3
31.Qd3 Bg7 32.Bb6 and White is winning; 28...Nb6 29.Bf7 Kh8 30.Rf6 and
White is winning; 28...Ne5 29.Re5 Re5 30.Be5 Rb6 31.Qf4 Qe7 32.Rf1 Beb
33.Bd4 and White is winning] 29.Rf7 [29.Qf4 Bb7 30.Rf7 Bd5 31.Qf5 Bg7
32.Rd7 Rf8 33.R7d5 and White is winning] Nb6 [29...Kf7 30.Qf4 Ke8
(30...Ke7 31.Bh4 and White is winning) 31.Be6 and White is winning]
30.Rdf1 [30.Qf4! Bg7 (30...Nd5 31.Rd5 and White is winning) 31.Rf1
(31.Bb3 and White is winning) Nd5 32.Qg4 and White is winning] Nd5
[30...Bg7 31.Qf4 (31.Bb3 and White is winning) Nd5 32.Qg4 and White is
winning] 31.Rf8 Qf8 32.Rf8 Kf8 33.Qd5 Ke8 34.Bh4 Bd7 35.Bf6 b4
[35...Rbb6 36.Qa8 Kf7 37.Qd8 Bc6 38.Qh8 and White is winning] 36.Qe4
[36.Qd3 Rf6 37.ef6 bc3 38.Qe4 Kd8 39.f7 and White is winning] Bc8 37.cb4
Rb7 38.Qg6 Kd7 39.Qh6 Kc7 40.Qf4 Kb8 41.h4 Rc7 42.h5 1-0
[Mi.Adams]

V. lvanchuk 2729 — F. Vallejo Pons 2650
MoreliaZLinares 2006 — 96/325

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 d5 3.c4 e6 4.Nc3 Bb4 5.Bg5 dc4 6.e4 b5 7.a4 c6 8.e5 h6
9.ef6 hg5 10.fg7 Rg8 11.g3 Bb7 12.Bg2 ¢5 13.0-0 g4 [13...Rg7 14.dc5 with
initiative] 14.Nh4 [14.Ne5? Bg2 15.Kg2 cd4 with initiative] Bg2 15.Ng2
Rg7 [a novelty; 15...cd4 see 62/467] 16.ab5 [16.dc5!? Qd1 17.Rfd1 Bc3
18.bc3 bad 19.Ra4 Nd7 20.Ne3 5 21.Rc4 unclear] cd4 [16...Nd7 17.Ne4 a)
17...Qe7 18.Ne3 cd4 (18...f5 19.Nc5 Bc5 20.Nf5 ef5 21.Rel Bb6 22.Qc2 Nf6
23.Qf5 Bd4 24.Re7 Re7 25.Ra6 Bb2 26.b6 and White is winning) 19.Qd4 5
20.Ra4 fed 21.Rb4 with attack; b) 17...Qc7 18.d5 b1) 18...Ne5 19.de6 Nf3
20.Kh1 fe6 21.Nf6 Kf8 22.Ng4 and White is superior; b2) 18...f5 19.Nc3
(19.de6 fed 20.ed7 Qd7 21.Ne3 Qd1 22.Rfd1 c3 and White is slightly better)
Ne5 20.f4 Nf3 21.Rf3 gf3 22.Qf3 and White is superior; b3) 18...0-0-0!?
19.d6 Qb7 20.Qe2 Kb8 unclear] 17.Ne4 f5? [17...Qb6!? a) 18.Nf4 al) 18...f5
19.Qc2!! Nd7 (19...Re7 20.Qc4 fe4 21.Qb4 with attack) 20.Qc4 Ne5 21.Qb4
fed 22.Ra6 with attack; a2) 18...Nd7 19.Ra6 Qb5 20.Qd4 e5 21.Qd5 Qd5
22.Nd5 Rb8 23.Ra7 5 24.Nb4 fe4 25.Nc6 equal; b) 18.Rc1 bl) 18...f5
19.Rc4 Be7 20.Nf4 fe4 21.Qc2 (21.Rc8 Kd7 22.Qc2 d3 23.Qc4 with attack)
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d3 (21...Nd7 22.Qe4!) 22.Qc3 Rh7 23.Qe5 Qb7 24.Qe6 Nd7 25.Nd5 and
White is winning; b2) 18...Be7 19.Rc4 Nd7 20.f4 (20.Rd4 Ne5 21.Kh1 Qb5
22.Nh4 unclear) b21) 20...d3 21.Kh1 Qb5 22.Qd3 Rd8 23.Rd1 Kf8 (23...Ne5
24.Qd8 Bd8 25.Nd6) 24.Rd4 Qd3 25.R4d3 Ke8 and White is slightly better;
b22) 20...Rd8 21.Nf2 Nf6 unclear; b23) 20...gf3 21.Qf3 Rd8 22.Qh5 d3
23.Kh1 Nf8 unclear; c) 18.Qa4 a5 19.Rfc1 Nd7 20.Rc4 Rb8 21.Nf4 (21.Rb4
ab4 22.Qb4 Kd8 23.Rcl! Qb5 24.Qd4 Qb2 and Black is superior) Kf8
22.Racl unclear; 17...Be7! 18.Rel (18.Qa4 Nd7 19.Qc4 Ne5!; 18.Nd2 c3
19.bc3 dc3 20.Ne4 Qd1 21.Rfd1 Nd7 22.Nc3 Bf6 23.Racl equal) Qb6 19.Rcl
Nd7 20.Nd2 ¢3 21.bc3 dc3 22.Rc3 Qb5 23.Qc2 with compensation]

18.Nf411 Kf7 [18...Re7 19.Ng5 e5 20.Qc2!! ef4 (20...Qc8 21.Nd5 Rg7 22.h4
gh3 23.Qe2!! and White is winning) 21.Qc4 Bd6 22.Qg8 Kd7 23.Qd5 and
White is winning; 18...fe4 19.Ne6 Qf6 20.Ng7 Qg7 21.Qa4 (21.Qe2 Qe7
22.Qc4 Nd7 23.Ra6 Nb6 24.Qg8 Kd7 25.Qg6 Qe6 26.Qg7 Be7 27.Qd4 Ke8
28.Rel with attack) Qe7 22.b6! Nd7 (22...Kf8 23.Qa7!! Ra7 24.ba7 and
White is winning) 23.Qc6; 18...Qb6 a) 19.Nd2 al) 19...Qb5 20.Ne6 Re7
21.Nd4 Qd5 22.Nf5 Qf5 (22...Qd2 23.Qg4 and White is winning) 23.Qa4 and
White is winning, with the idea 23...Nd7 24.Qb4 Ne5 25.Nc4 Nf3 26.Kh1
Kf8 27.Nd6 Qh5 (27...Qd5 28.Ra5!) 28.h4!; a2) 19...Bd2 20.Qd2 Nd7
21.Ra6 Ne5 22.Qb4 (22.f3 Qb5 23.Re6 Kf7 24.fg4 with attack) Qb7 23.Re6
Re7 24.Re5 Re5 25.Qc4 Rd8 26.Qg8 Kd7 27.Qg7 Re7 28.Qd4 Kc8 29.Qc5
Kb8 30.Qf5 and White is superior; b) 19.Qc2! b1) 19...Nd7 20.Qc4 fed
21.Ne6 Re7 22.Nc7 Kf8 23.Na8 Qc5 24.Rfc1 and White is winning; b2)
19...fe4 20.Qe4 Qb7 21.Qd4 Re7 22.Qh8 Kf7 23.Rfel Nd7 24.Qh7 Ke8
25.Qg8 Nf8 26.Ne6 and White is winning; b3) 19...Rf7 20.Qc4 (20.Rfd1 fe4
21.Qe4 Qb7 22.Qe6 Be7 23.Rd4 with attack) fe4 21.Qb4 a5 22.Qel with
attack; b4) 19...Kf7 20.Qc4 fe4 21.Qb4 Rg5 22.Rfcl a5 23.Qd2 Nd7
24.Ne6!; b5) 19...a5!? 20.Qc4 (20.Nf6 Kf7 21.N6d5 Qc5 22.Nb4 Qb4 23.Ra4
Qb5 24.Rc4 with attack) fe4 21.Ne6 Rd7 22.Rfel with attack] 19.Rc1!
[19.Qc2 Qc7 20.Ra4 a5!] fe4 [19...a5 20.Rc4 fe4 (20...e5 21.Rc7 Qc7
22.Qb3) 21.Rd4 Qc8 22.Re4 Nd7 23.Re6 Nf8 24.Rc6 with attack; 19...Qb6
20.Rc4 fed (20...Nd7 21.Qb3 fe4 22.Rc6 Qb8 23.Ne6 and White is winning)
21.Rd4 Be7 22.Re4] 20.Rc4 Bc5 [20...a5 21.Rd4 Qc8 22.Re4 Nd7 23.Reb
Nf8 24.Re5 Kg8 25.Qd5 Kh8 26.Rh5 Nh7 27.Ne6 Qg8 28.b6 and White is
winning; 20...Ba5 21.Rd4 Qc8 22.Re4 Nd7 23.Re6 Qb7 24.Rc6 and White is
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winning] 21.Rc5 Nd7 [21...Qd6 22.Rc8 a5 23.Rel Qe5 24.Rd8 and White is
winning] 22.Rh5! Nf6 [22...d3 23.Qb3 Qe7 24.Rel Nf6 25.Re5 Kg8 26.Ne6
Qf7 27.Qc3 Rg6 28.Ng5 and White is winning; 22...Qb6 a) 23.Rh6 Ne5
(23...Rb8 24.Re6!) 24.Qe2 Rb8 (24...Nf3 25.Kh1 Re8 26.Qe4 and White is
superior) 25.Rcl d3 26.Qe4 d2 27.Rd1 Nf3 28.Kh1 Ng5 29.Qe2 Qb7 30.Ng2
Qf3 31.Rd2 Qe2 32.Re2 Rb5 33.Ne3 and White is superior; b) 23.Qb3 Re8
(23...Nc5 24.Rc5 Qcb 25.Qe6 Kf8 26.Qf6 Kg8 27.Qg7 Kg7 28.Ne6 and White
is winning; 23...Rc8 24.Rel Rc5 25.Rc5 Ncb5 26.Qc4 Qd6 27.Rd1 d3 28.b4
and White is winning) 24.Rc1! Nf8 25.Rf5 Kg8 26.Nh5 and White is
winning] 23.Re5 Qd6 [23...Kg8 24.Qb3 Qe8 25.Ne6 Kh8 26.Rc1 Rd7
27.Rc6 d3 28.Nf4 and White is winning] 24.Re6 [24...Qd7 25.Qb3] 1-0
[V.lvanchuk]

V. Anand 2792 — B. Gelfand 2723
Wijk aan Zee 2006 — 96/187

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.Nd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.f3 e5 7.Nb3 Be6 8.Be3
Nbd7 9.Qd2 b5 10.0-0-0 Nb6 11.Qf2 Nc4 12.Bc4 bc4 13.Na5 Qd7 14.Rd2
(a novelty) Be7 15.Rhd1 Rb8?! [15...0-0] 16.Bc5! Qc7 [16...0-0 17.Bd6 Bd6
18.Rd6 Qc7 19.Nc6 and White is winning] 17.Rd6! Qa5 [only move; 17...0-
0 18.Rc6!] 18.Re6 fe6 19.Be7 (and White is superior) Rb7 [19...Ke7?
20.Qa7! and White is winning; 19...Kf7 20.Bf6 Rb7 (20...9f6 21.Rd7 Ke8
only move 22.Qa7 Qb4 23.a3! Qb2 24.Kd2 Qa3 25.Qb8 Kd7 26.Qh8 and
White is winning) 21.Bh4 Qb4 22.Kd2 Qb2 23.Qe3 Rd7 24.Kel Rd1 25.Kd1
and White is winning] 20.Bd6 Nd7 [20...Kf7 21.f4 ef4 22.e5 and White is
winning] 21.Qh4 [21.Qg3 Kf7 22.Qg5 Qd8 23.Qd8 Rd8 24.Be5 Rc8] Qd8
[21...Nf6 22.Qg5!] 22.Qh5 [22.Qd8 Kd8 23.Be5 Ke7 24.Bd6 Kf7 25.Rd4
Rc8 26.e5 Rc6 27.f4 and White is superior] g6 23.Qh6 Qf6 24.Ne2 Kf7
[24...95 25.Qf6 Nf6 26.Be5 Ke7 27.Rd6 Ra8 (27...Rb5 28.Bf6 Kf6 29.Nd4
Re5 30.Ra6 and White is winning) 28.Nd4!] 25.h4! g5 [25...Qg7 26.Qe3 Qf6
27.Rh1 Rc8 28.g4 Rc6 29.Ba3 and White is superior] 26.hg5 Qh6 27.gh6
Rg8 28.94 Rg6 29.Rh1 Rb6 30.Ba3 [30.Bc7 Rb5 (30...Rc6? 31.Ba5 with the
idea Bc3 and White is superior) 31.Nc3 Rc5 (31...Rb7 32.Ba5 Nb8! 33.Nd1
Nc6 34.Bc3 Nd4) ] Rf6 31.Rh3 Kg6 [31...Nb8 32.Bc5!] 32.Kd2 [32.Nc3 Rf7
33.Nd1 Nf6 34.Bc5 (34.Ne3 Rc7 35.Bf8 Kf7 36.Bg7 Rb5) Rb5 35.Be3 and
White is superior] Rf7 33.Ke3 [33.Nc3 Nf6 34.Ke2 Rc6 35.Nd1 with the
idea Ne3] Nf6 34.Nc3 Rd7 35.Rh1 Rc6 36.Na4?! [36.Ke2 Ng8 37.Rh5 Nh6
38.Re5 and White is superior] Rb7 37.Nc3 Rb8 38.Nd1 Ng8 39.Rh5 Nh6
40.Re5 Nf7 [40...Rb5 41.Rb5 ab5 42.Nc3 Rb6 43.Kd4! b4 44.Kc5 and White
is winning] 41.Rh5 Rb5 42.Rh1 [42.Rb5 ab5 43.Nc3 Rb6 44.Kd4 Rb7
45.Kc5 Neb] e5 43.Nc3 Rb7 44.Nd5 Re6 45.Bb4 Kg7 [45...Rb4!
(Huzman,A) 46.Nb4 Rb6 47.c3 a5 48.Nd5 Rb2 49.a4 Ra2 50.Rb1 Ra4
51.Rb6 Kg7 52.Ne7 with initiative] 46.Rh2 [46.Bc3 Rh6 47.Rf1 (47.Rh6
Kh6 48.f4 ef4 49.Kf4 Kg6 and White is slightly better) Rh2 48.f4 Rc2 49.fe5
Rc3 50.bc3 Ne5 51.Kd4 and White is superior] Ng5 47.Bc3 Kg8 48.Rf2 Rf7
49.Rf1 [49.Ke2! Nh3 50.Rf1 Nf4 51.Nf4 Rf4 52.Rh1!] Re8 50.Ke2 [with the
idea Ne3-f5] Ref8 51.Be5 Ne4 [51...Nf3 52.Nf6! (52.Bf6? Nd4) Rf6 53.Bf6
and White is winning] 52.Ke3 Nc5 [52...Nd2 53.Rf2 (53.Kd2 Rd8 54.Kc3
Rd5 55.Bd4! and White is winning) Nf3 54.Nf6 Rf6 55.Bf6 and White is
winning] 53.f4 Re8 54.Kd4 Nd7 55.Rel [55.Bc7 Re2 56.Kc3 Nf6 57.Nf6
Rf6] Re6 [55...Ne5 56.fe5 Rf2 57.e6!] 56.Re2?! [56.Kc4! Ne5 57.fe5 Rf2
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58.Kd3 Rf3 59.Ke4 Rf2 60.Rh1! (60.Ne3 Rb6 61.b3 Rb4 62.Kd3) Rc2
(60...Re2 61.Ne3) 61.Kf5! Rg6 62.Nf6 Rf6 63.Kf6 Rb2 64.Rd1 (64.e6 Kf8
65.Rh7 Rf2) Rf2 65.Ke7 Kg7 66.e6 Ra2 67.Kd8 and White is winning]

56...Ne5 [56...Rg7! 57.Rg2 (57.95 Ne5 58.Re5 Re5 59.Ke5 and White is
slightly better) Ne5 58.fe5 a) 58...Rg5 59.Nf6 Kf7 60.Re2 (60.Rf2!? Kg6
61.Re2) Rf6 (60...Kg6 61.Re4!) 61.ef6 Rg4 62.Kc5! Kf6 al) 63.Kb6 c3 64.b3
h5 all) 65.Ka6 h4 all11) 66.Kb5 h3 67.Rh2 Rh4 68.a4 Kf5 69.a5 Kg4 70.b4
(70.a6 Rh5 71.Kb4 Rh6 72.Kc3 Ra6 73.b4 Rh6 74.b5 Kg3 equal) Kg3 71.Rh3
Rh3 72.a6 Kf4 73.a7 Rh8 74.Ka6 Ke3 75.b5 Kd2 76.b6 Kc2 77.b7 Kd2
78.b8Q RDb8 79.ab8Q c2 equal; a112) 66.a4 Kg5 67.Rh2 (67.Kb5 h3 68.Rh2
Kh4 equal) Rd4 (67...Rb4 68.Ka5 Rb8 69.b4 Kg4 70.b5 Kg3 71.Rh1 h3 72.b6
Kg2 73.Rh3 Kh3 74.Kb5 and White is winning) a1121) 68.Rh1 Rd2 69.b4
Rc2 70.b5 Rb2 71.b6 c2 72.b7 h3 (72...Rb1 73.Rc1 Rcl 74.b8Q) 73.Ka7!
(73.a5 Rb1) h2 74.b8Q Rb8 75.Kb8 Kf4 76.a5 Kf3 77.Rcl Ke3 equal;
al122) 68.Rh3 Kg4 69.Rc3 h3 70.Rc8 (70.Rh3 Kh3 71.c4 Kg4 72.Kb5 Rd7
73.¢5 Rb7 74.Kc4 Kf5 75.b4 Ra7 76.b5 Ke6 77.Kb4 Kd5 equal) Rd6 71.Kb7
Rh6 72.Rg8 Kf3 73.Rgl h2 74.Rh1 Kg2 75.Rh2 Rh2 76.a5 (76.c4 Kf3! 77.a5
Rb2 equal) Rh7 77.Kb6 Rh6 78.Kb5 Rh5 79.Ka4 Kf3 80.a6 Ke3 81.a7
(81.b4 Kd4 82.a7 Rh8 83.Kb5 Kc3 equal; 81.c4 Rh7 82.Kb5 Kd4 83.c5 Kd5
84.b4 Rg7 85.Kb6 Rg6 equal) Rh1 (81...Rh8 82.Ka5 Rh5! equal) 82.Kb5
Ral? 83.Kb6 Kd2 84.c4 and White is winning; 82...Rh5 equal; a12) 65.Re3!
h4 66.Rc3 Rg3 a121) 67.Rc4 Rg6 68.Ka6 (68.Ka5 Rh6 69.Rf4 Ke5 70.Rf1
h3) h3 69.Kb5 Rg5 70.Kb6 Kg7 71.Rh4 Rg6; al22) 67.Rc8 Kg7 68.Rd8 h3
69.Rd1 Rg6 70.Kb7 h2 71.Rh1 Rg2 72.c4! (72.a4 Rc2 73.a5 Rb2 74.Ka6
Kf6) Ra2 73.c5 a5 (73...Kf6 74.c6 Rb2 75.Kc8 a5 76.c7 Ke7 77.Rel and
White is winning) 74.c6 Rb2 75.Rh2!! Rh2 76.c7 Rc2 77.¢8Q Rc8 78.Kc8
and White is winning; a2) 63.Rh2! a21) 63...Kg6 64.Kb6 Rgl (64...c3 65.b3
Rd4 66.Rh3 Rd6 67.Kc7 Rf6 68.Rc3 h5 69.Kb7 h4 70.Rh3 Kg5 71.c4 Kg4
72.Rh4 Kh4 73.¢5 Rf7 74.Kb6! Rf2 75.c6 Ra2 76.c7 Rc2 77.Kb7 and White is
winning) 65.a4! Ral 66.a5 h5 67.Ka6 Kg5 68.Kb5 (68.Kb6 Rb1 69.c3 Rel
70.a6 Re6 71.Kb5 Re5 72.Kc4 Rab 73.b4 Rab 74.b5 and White is winning) h4
69.b4! (69.Kc4 Ra5 70.b4 Ral 71.Kb5 Kg4 72.c4 Kg3 73.Rb2 h3 74.c5 h2
75.Rh2 Kh2 76.c6 Rcl 77.Kb6 Kg3 78.b5 Kf4 equal) Kg4 70.Kc4 Kg3
71.Rd2 h3 72.Kb5 h2 73.Rh2 Kh2 74.c4 Kg3 75.c5 Kf4 76.c6 Ke5 77.Kb6
Kd6 78.b5 Rh1 79.a6 and White is winning; a22) 63...Kg7! a221) 64.a4
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a2211) 64...c3 65.b3 Rg5 66.Kb6 Rg6 67.Ka5 Rc6 68.b4 and White is
winning; a2212) 64...h6 65.Kb6 (65.a5 Rg5!) Rg6 66.Kb7 and White is
superior; a2213) 64...Rf4 a22131) 65.a5 Rf5 66.Kc4 Ra5 67.Kd4 Kf6 68.Rh7
Ke6; a22132) 65.c3 Kg6 66.Kb6 (66.Rg2 Kf5 67.Kb6 h5 68.Kab h4 69.a5 h3
70.Rh2 Kg4 71.Kb5 Kg3 72.Rh3 Kh3 73.a6 Kg4 74.a7 Rf8 75.Kc4 Ra8
equal) a221321) 66...Rf6 67.Kb7 h5 68.Rh4 Kg5 69.Rc4 h4 70.Re4 h3 71.b4
h2 72.Rel Kh4 a2213211) 73.c4 Kg3 74.Rh1 (74.c5 Rf4 75.b5 ab5 76.ab5
Kg2 equal) Rf4 75.Ka6 Rc4 76.Ka5 Rh4 77.b5 Kg2 78.Rh2 Rh2 79.b6 Kf3
80.b7 Rb2 81.Ka6 Ke4 82.a5 Kd5 83.Ka7 Kc6 84.a6 Kc7 equal; a2213212)
73.a5! Kh3 74.Rh1 Kg2 75.Rh2 Kh2 76.c4; a221322) 66...Rf8! 67.Ka6 Rb8
equal; a22133) 65.Kb6 a221331) 65...Rf6 66.Kb7 Kg6 67.Rh4 a2213311)
67...n5 68.Rc4 Kg5 69.Rd4 h4 70.b4 (70.c4 a5 71.c5 Rf2 72.b4 Rf7 73.Kb6
ab4 74.c6 b3 75.c7! Rc7 76.Kc7 h3 77.Rd2 Kf4 78.a5 Kg3 79.Rd3 and White
iswinning) h3 71.c4 h2 72.Rd1 Rf4 73.Ka6 Rc4 74.Ka5 Rh4 75.Rh1 Kf6
76.b5 Keb6 (76...Ke5 77.Kb6! and White is winning) 77.Kb6 Kd7 78.Kb7! and
White is winning; a2213312) 67...a5 68.Rc4 h5 a22133121) 69.c3 Kg5 70.b4
h4 71.b5 (71.Rd4 ab4 72.cb4 Rf4) h3 72.Re4 h2 (RR 72...Rf4) 73.Rel Rh6
74.Rh1; a22133122) 69.b4 ab4 70.a5 Rf7 71.Kb6 Rf6 72.Kb5 Kg5 73.a6 h4
74.a7 Rf8 75.Rb4 h3 76.Rb1 Kg4 77.c4; a2213313) 67...c3 a22133131)
68.bc3 h5 69.c4 Kg5 70.Rh2 Rf5 71.Ka6 Rc5 (71...h4 72.Kb6 Kg4 73.c5 Kg3
74.Rh1 Rf4 75.Kb5 Kg2 76.Rh4 Rh4 77.c6 Rh3 78.c4 and White is winning)
72.a5 Rc4 (72...h4 73.Kb6 Rc4 74.Kb5! Re3 75.a6 Kg4 76.a7 Ra3 77.Kb6 h3
78.Kb7 Kg3 79.Rh3 Kh3 80.a8Q Ra8 81.Ka8 Kg4 82.c4 Kf5 83.c5 and White
is winning) 73.Kb5 a221331311) 73...Rc8 74.c4! Rb8 75.Ka6 (75.Ka4 Rc8
76.Rc2 Kf5 77.a6 Ke5 78.Kb5 Kd6 79.a7 Kc7 80.Ka6 Rh8) h4 76.c5 Ra8
77.Kb5 Rb8 78.Kc4 Ra8 79.Ra2 h3 80.c6; a221331312) 73...Rc3;
a22133132) 68.b4 h5 69.Rc4 Kg5 70.b5 ab5 71.ab5 h4 72.Rc3 Rh6 73.Rh3
Kg4 74.Rh1 and White is winning; a221332) 65...Rf8! 66.Kb7!! (66.Ka6?
Rb8 67.Rh4 Rb2 68.Rc4 h5 69.Rh4 Rc2 70.Rh5 Kf6 equal) a5 67.Rh4 c3
68.bc3 and White is superior; a222) 64.Kb6 Rg6 65.Kb7 a5 (65...Rf6 66.Rh4
€3 67.bc3 Rf2 68.a4 Rc2 69.c4 Kg6 70.a5 h5 71.Rd4! Kg5 72.Rd5 Kg4 73.¢5
Rb2 74.Ka6 Rc2 75.Rd4 Kg3 76.Kb5 h4 77.a6 Rb2 78.Rb4 Ra2 79.c6 Ral
80.c7 Rcl 81.a7 and White is winning) 66.Rh4 ¢3 67.bc3 Rg2 68.a4 Rc2
69.c4 Kg6 70.Kb6 h5 71.c5 Kg5 72.Rh1 Rb2 73.Ka5 Rc2 74.Kb4 h4 75.a5
Rb2 76.Kc4 Rc2 77.Kb5 Rb2 78.Kc6 Ra2 equal; 66.a4!; a223) 64.b4 cb3
65.ab3 Rg3 66.Kb6 (66.b4 Rg5 67.Kc6 Rg4 68.¢3 Rc4 69.Kb7 Rc3 70.Kab
Kg6 71.b5 h5 72.b6 Ra3 73.Kb7 Kg5 equal) Rg6 67.Kb7 (67.Ka5 Rc6 68.c4
Kg6) a5 68.c4 (68.Rh5 Rg2 69.Rc5 Kg6 70.c4 h5 71.Ka6 h4 72.Ka5 h3
73.Rc8) Rg3 69.Rb2 Rc3 70.Kb6 a4 71.ba4 Rc4 72.a5 and White is winning;
b) 58...Kh8 59.Nf6 Rge7!; 59.c3; 59.g5 and White is superior] 57.fe5 Rg7
58.Nf6 Kf7 59.Kc4 Rg5 [59...Rf6 60.ef6 Rg4 61.Kd5 and White is winning]
60.Kd4 Rb6 61.c4 Ke6 62.b3 Rb8 63.Re4 h6 [63...Rd8 64.Nd5 a5 65.Rf4
and White is winning] 64.Nd5 Rbg8 65.Nf4 Ke7 66.e6 [66...Rg4 67.Nd5
Kd6 68.c5 and White is winning] 1-0 [V.Anand]

V. Topalov 2804 — L.-D. Nisipeanu 2695
Bucuresti (Im/2) 2006 — 96/310

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 d5 4.Nc3 Be7 5.Bf4 ¢5 6.dc5 Na6 7.cd5 Nd5 8.Nd5
ed5 9.e4! [a novelty; 9.e3 see 95/(301)] 0-0 [9...Nc5?! 10.ed5 0-0 11.Be2 and
White is superior; 9...Qa5?! 10.Bd2 Qc5 11.Rc1 and White is superior;
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9...de4 10.Qd8 Bd8 11.Bb5 Bd7 12.Bd7 Kd7 13.Rd1 Ke6 (13...Ke8 14.c6

bc6 15.0-0 Nc5 16.Rfel with compensation) 14.Nd4 Kf6 unclear] 10.ed5
[10.Ba6 Qa5 with compensation] Bc5 [10...Qa5 11.Qd2 Nb4 a) 12.Rc1 Bc5
with compensation al) 13.a3?! Re8 14.Be3 Re3! (14...Be3 15.fe3 Re3

16.Kf2) 15.fe3 Be3 16.Rc8 Rc8 17.Qb4 Qd5 and Black is superior; a2)
13.Be2 Rd8 14.a3 Rd5 15.Rc5 Qc5 16.ab4 Rd2 17.bc5 Rb2 18.Bd3 Bd7 19.0-
0 Bb5 unclear; b) 12.Bc4! Nc2 13.Ke2 Qd2 14.Kd2 Nal 15.d6 and White is
superior] 11.Be2 Bb4 [11...Nb4 12.d6 Be6 13.0-0 Nd5 14.Bg3 Bd6 15.Nd4
Bg3 16.hg3 Qb6 and White is slightly better]

El:H

)=

12.Kf1! [12.Nd2 Qd5 13.0-0 Qd4 unclear] Bd6 [12...Bf5 13.d6 Re8 (13...Nc5
14.Bg5 and White is superior) 14.a3 with the idea b4 and White is slightly
better; 12...Re8!?] 13.Bg5! [13.Bg3 Nb4 (13...Nc7 14.Qd3!) 14.a3 Bg3
15.hg3 (15.ab4 Bd6 with compensation) Nd5 equal] Qa5 [13...Qd7 14.Nd4!
Nc7 15.Qb3 (15.Bf3 Be5 with initiative) Bcb (15...Be5 16.Nf3 and White is
slightly better) 16.Rd1 and White is slightly better] 14.a3 Nc7 15.Bc4 b5!
[15...Re8 16.b4 Qb6 17.Be3 Re3 18.fe3 Qe3 19.Qd4 and White is superior]
16.b4 Qb6 17.Bb3 a5! [17...Re8 18.Rc1! (18.Be3 Re3 19.fe3 Qe3 with
compensation; 18.Qd2 Bg4 with compensation) Bd7 (18...Bb7 19.Qd3 Qa6
20.Ba2 h6 21.Bd2 Rad8 22.Bb1 g6 23.Ba2! and White is superior) 19.Qd3 a5
20.Be3 Qb8 21.Ng5 and White is superior] 18.Be3 [18.Rc1 a) 18...Qb7
19.Nd2 (19.Rc6 Ra6 unclear) Re8 20.Qf3 al) 20...ab4 21.Ne4 Re4 (21...Be5
22.Nc5 and White is superior) 22.Qe4 ba3 23.Bf4! a2 (23...Bf4 24.Rc7 and
White is winning) 24.Ba2 Ra4 25.Rc7 Re4 26.Rb7 Bf4 27.Ra7 and White is
superior; a2) 20...h6 21.Be3 ab4 22.Ne4 (22.ab4 Bb4 23.Ne4 Ra3 unclear,
with the idea 24.Nf6 gf6 25.Qg3 Kh7 26.Rc7 Rb3!) Re4 23.Qe4 ba3 24.Rc6
Ra6 25.Qh4 and White is slightly better; b) 18...Bb7 19.Be3 Qa6 bl)
20.Bc5?! Rad8! (20...ab4 21.ab4 Rad8? 22.Ral and White is winning)
21.Ng5 Bcb 22.Rc5 Ne6 and Black is superior; b2) 20.Ng5 Rad8 21.Qc2 f5
22.Qe2 with initiative, with the idea 22...Rd7 23.Rc6! Qa8 24.Bb6 Re8
25.Qd3 Rde7 26.Be3 and White is superior] Qb7 [18...Qb8 19.Nd4 (19.Bc5
Na6!) ab4 20.Nc6 Qb7 21.ab4 Ral 22.Qal Bd7 unclear] 19.Bc5! [19.Ng5
ab4 20.Qd3 5! (20...g6 21.Ne4 Bf5? 22.Nf6 Kh8 23.Qd4 and White is
winning) 21.Ne6 Re8 unclear] Bc5! [19...Rd8 20.Ng5 (with attack) Bc5?
21.Qh5! and White is winning; 19...Ra6 20.Ng5 with the idea Ne4 with
initiative] 20.bc5 a4 21.Ba2 b4 [weak point Rh1] 22.ab4 [22.Bc4 Ra5 23.c6
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Qb6 with compensation] Qb4 [22...Qb5 23.Kgl Qb4 a) 24.Rc1 Bg4
(24...Rab5) 25.Qd2 (25.Qd4 Qa3 with counterplay) Na6 26.Rc4 Qd2 27.Nd2
Be2 unclear, with the idea 28.Ra4? Nc5 29.Ra8 Ra8 30.Bb1 Rb8 and Black is
superior; b) 24.d6 Nb5 25.Rc1 Nc3 26.Qd2 Na2 27.Qa2 Ra5 (27...Be6
28.Qd2) 28.Qc2 (28.Qd2? Rc5! 29.Qb4 Rcl 30.Nel Re8 and Black is
superior) a3 with counterplay; c) 24.Qd4 Na6 25.c6 Qd4 26.Nd4 Nb4 equal,
weak point Kgl] 23.Qd4! [23.Rc1 Ra5! 24.Qd2 Rc5 25.Qb4 Rcl 26.Nel
Ba6 27.Kgl Re8 28.93 (28.g4?! Rcel 29.Kg2 R1e4! and Black is slightly
better) Nd5 (28...Rcel? 29.Kg2 Rh1 30.Kh1 Bb5 31.Qc5 and White is
winning) 29.Bd5 Reel 30.Kg2 Rh1 31.Qa4 Bf1 only move 32.Kf3 Rc8
33.Bf7! Kh8 34.Qd7 and White is slightly better; 24...Na6 equal ] Na6 24.c6!
[24.Qb4 Nb4 25.Ke2 Re8! (25...Ba6 26.Ke3 Nc2 27.Kf4 Nal 28.Ral and
White is slightly better) 26.Kd2 Nd5 equal] Qd4 25.Nd4 Nb4 26.Ke2! [26.d6
Rd8 27.d7 Bd7 28.cd7 Rd7 29.Nf3 Na2 30.Ra2 Rd1 31.Nel Re8 32.Re?2
Ra8! (32...Kf8 33.Re8 Ke8 34.Ke2 Rb1 35.Rf1 a3 36.Nc2 a2 37.Rel) 33.f4
Ral! (33...a3?! 34.Ra2 and White is superior) 34.Kf2 a3 35.Rf1 a2 equal]
Na2 27.Ra2 Ba6 28.Kd2 Bc4 29.Ra3 Bd5 30.c7 Be6 [with the idea Bd7,
Rfc8 weak point c7; 30...Bg2 31.Rcl Bb7 and White is slightly better]
31.Nb5 Bd7 32.Nd6 g67? [32...Ra6 33.Rd3 a3 34.Nc4 Bf5 35.Ra3 (35.Rd6
Ra7 equal) Rc6 36.Ne3 Be6 37.Rcl Rcl 38.Kcl Rc8 39.Rc3 Kf8 40.f4
(40.Nc2 Ke7 41.Nb4 Bd7 with the idea Kd6 equal) Ke7 41.f5 Bd7 42.f6
(42.Kd2 Kd6 43.Nc4 Kc7 44.Ne5 Kd6 45.Nf7 Ke7 equal) gf6 43.Nd5 Kd6
44.Nf6 Bc6 equal] 33.Rcl Kg7 34.Rc4 Ra6 35.Rd4 [35.c8N?! Rd8] Ra7
36.Ne8! Re8 37.Rd7 Raa8 38.Kc3 (and White is winning) Kf6 39.Kb4 Ke6
40.Rd4 Ke5 41.Rc4 Rec8 42.Kb5 Kd5 43.Rc2 1-0 [L.-D.Nisipeanu,
V.Stoica]

P. Leko 2740 — G. Kamsky 2686
Wijk aan Zee 2006 — 96/269

1.e4 €5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-0 Be7 6.Rel b5 7.Bb3 d6 8.c3 0-
09.h3 Na5 10.Bc2 ¢5 11.d4 Qc7 12.Nbd2 Bd7 13.Nfl Rac8 14.Ne3 cd4
15.cd4 Nc6 16.d5 Nb4 17.Bb1 a5 18.a3 Na6 19.b4 ab4 20.ab4 Qb7 21.Bd2
Bd8 22.Bd3 Bb6 23.Nc2 h6? [23...Kh8! see 51/(372)] 24.Nh4! [a novelty;
and White is superior, weak point Kg8] [24.Na3; 24.Qe2] Nh7 25.Qf3
[25.Qh5!? Bd8 26.Nf5 Bf5 27.Qf5 Bg5 28.Ne3 and White is superior] Ng5
[25...Bd8 26.Nf5 Bf5 27.Qf5 Bg5 28.Ne3 and White is superior] 26.Qg3 Nc7
[26...Bd8 27.Ne3 (27.f4? ef4 28.Bf4 Rc3! with counterplay) g6 28.Ng4 Bg4
29.Qg4 and White is superior] 27.Ne3! [27.Bg5 hg5 28.Qg5 Ne8 and White
is superior] Ra8 [27...96 28.Nef5! gf5 29.Bg5 hg5 (29...Kh7 30.Nf5 Bf5
31.Qh4 and White is winning) 30.Qg5 Kh8 31.Nf5 Bf5 32.ef5 Bf2 (32...f6
33.Qh6 Kg8 34.Qg6 Kh8 35.Re4 and White is winning) 33.Kf2 Qb6 34.Kfl
Qd4 35.Qf6 Kg8 36.Be4 and White is winning, with the idea 36...Nd5?
37.Qg5 Kh8 38.Qh6 Kg8 39.f6; 27...Ne8!? 28.Nef5 and White is superior]
28.Nef5 Ral 29.Ne7!? [29.Ral Ra8 30.Ra8 Qa8 31.Nd6! Qal 32.Kh2 and
White is superior, with the idea 32...Qb2?! 33.Bg5 hg5 34.Qg5 Qf2 35.Nf3!
Qe3 36.Qd8 Ne8 37.Qd7 Nd6 38.Qd6 Qf4 39.Kh1 Qcl 40.Bf1 Qfl 41.Kh2
Be3 42.Qb8 Kh7 43.Qe5 and White is winning] Kh8 [29...Kh7 30.Ral f6
31.Nhf5 Bf5 32.Nf5 Ne8 33.h4 Nf7 34.h5 Ng5 35.Rc1 and White is superior,
with the idea Rc6; 35.Qg4!?] 30.Ral Nh7
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31.Qf3! [with the idea Qf7] Nf6 [31...Ne8 32.Qf7!! and White is winning;
31...Be8 32.Nhf5 and White is winning] 32.Bh6 Ra8! 33.Rf1 [33.Bg7!! Kg7
a) 34.Nef5 Kf8! 35.Nd6 Bf2!! (35...Ral 36.Kh2 Qa7 37.Qf6 and White is
winning) 36.Kh2 Bh4 37.Nb7 Ral; b) 34.Nhf5! b1) 34...Kf8 35.Nd6 Ral
36.Kh2 Ke7! (36...Qa7 37.Qf6 Be8 38.Ng6 Kg8 39.Qh8#) 37.Nb7 Nce8
38.Nc5 and White is winning; b2) 34...Bf5 35.Nf5 Kh7 (35...Kf8 36.Nd6!!
Ral 37.Kh2 Qa7 38.Qf6 Ne8 39.Qh8 Ke7 40.Nc8 and White is winning)
36.Nd6 (36.Ra8!? Qa8 37.Nd6 and White is winning) Ral 37.Kh2 Qa8
38.Qf6 Qf8 39.Nf7 and White is winning, with the idea d6, with the idea Be2-
g4-f5] Nce8 34.Bcl Ral! 35.Nhf5 [35.Nef5!? Qc7 36.Bd2] Qc7 36.Bd2
[36.Bg5! Rf1 37.Bf1 Nh7 38.Bh4! Nef6 39.Nh6! Be8 40.Nc6! and White is
winning] Rf1 37.Kf1 g6! (and White is superior) 38.Ne3 [38.Nh6!? Kg7
39.094] Kg7 39.g47 (time) Nh77? [39...Kf8 40.Ng6 fg6 41.g5 and White is
superior; 39...Be3!! a) 40.Be3 Qc3 41.Kg2 Qb4 42.Nc6 Qa4! (42...Bc6
43.dc6 and White is slightly better) 43.g5 Nh5 44.Nd8 f6 45.Ne6 Be6 46.de6
Qb3 equal; b) 40.Qe3 Kf8 41.Nc6 Bc6 42.dc6 Qc6 and White is slightly
better] 40.Kg2 [40.Qe2? Qd8! 41.Nc6 Qh4; 40.Nd1!? and White is superior,
with the idea Bh6!; 40.Nc4!! and White is winning, with the idea 40...bc4?
41.Bh6! Kh6 42.Qf7] Qb7? [with the idea Bd8; 40...Nef6; 40...Nhf6]
41.Nc4!! (and White is winning) g5 [41...bc4 42.Bh6! Kh6 43.Qf7; 41...Bg4
42.Bh6 (42.hg4 bc4d 43.Bh6! Khé 44.Qf7 Qe7 45.Qe7 cd3 46.Qe8 d2 47.Qa4)
Kh6 43.Qf7 Bh3 44.Kg3; 41...Bd8 42.Na5 Ba5 (42...Qa6 43.Nac6) 43.Bh6!;
better is 41...Nhf6 42.Nb6 Qb6 43.Qe3] 42.Na5 Qa8 43.Nf5 Kf8 44.h4 Bd8
45.Nh6 6 46.hg5 f5 1-0 [P.Leko]

P. Svidler 2765 — V. Topalov 2801
MoreliaZLinares 2006 — 96/236

1.e4 €5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Ne4 5.d4 Nd6 6.Bc6 dc6 7.de5 Nf5
8.Qd8 Kd8 9.Nc3 Ne7 10.h3 Ng6 11.Bg5 Ke8 12.Radl Bd7 13.Nd4 h6
14.Be3 h5!? [a novelty; 14...Bb4 15.Ne4 (15.f4 see 84/271) c5 16.Ne2
(16.Nf3 Bb5 17.c3 Bfl 18.Kf1 Ba5 19.Nc5 Bb6 and Black is slightly better;
16.Nb3 Bb5 17.c3 Bfl 18.Kf1 c4 19.Nd4 Ba5 20.Nf5 Bb6 21.Ng7 Kf8 22.Nf5
Be3 23.Ne3 Ne5 and Black is slightly better) Bb5 17.N4g3 Ne5 18.c3 Ba5
19.Bc5 6 equal] 15.f4 h4 [15...Bc5 16.Ne4 Bd4 17.Rd4 Bf5 (17...Nh4 18.15!
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Nf5 19.Rd7 and White is superior; 17...b6 18.f5 Ne5 19.f6) 18.Ng3 Bc2
19.Rd2 h4 20.Rc2 hg3 21.Rf3 Nh4 22.Rg3 Nf5 23.Rf3 and White is slightly
better; 18...Ne7!? unclear] 16.f5!? Ne5 17.f6 [17.Bf4 16 18.Rfel Kf7 19.Be5
feb 20.Re5 Bd6 and Black is slightly better] Rh5?! [17...gf6 18.Ne4 Be7
19.Nf6 Bf6 20.Rf6 Rh5 21.Nf3 (21.Rh6 Rh6 22.Bh6 c5 23.Rel cd4 24.Re5
Be6 and Black is slightly better) Nf3 22.Rf3 Be6 23.Rf4 Rd8 24.Rd8 Kd8
25.a3 equal] 18.Ne4 g6 [18...c5!? 19.fg7 (19.Ne2 Bc6 20.N2c3 g6 21.Bf4 Rd8
22.Rdel Kd7 unclear; 19.Nb3 Bc6 20.Nbc5 Bcb 21.Ncb gf6 22.Rf6 Ke7
equal) Bg7 20.Nc5 Nc4 21.Nd7 Ne3 22.Rfel Kd7 23.Re3 Rd5 24.Red3 Bf6
25.c3 and White is slightly better] 19.Bf4 c5 [19...Bd6 20.g4! (20.Rfel Kf8
21.Nd6 cd6 22.Nb3 Be6 23.Rd6 Nc4 24.Rd4 ¢5 unclear) hg3 21.Ng3 Rh3
22.Rdel Kf8 23.Re5 Beb 24.Be5 and White is superior] 20.Nf3?! [20.Ne2 a)
20...Bc6 21.94 hg3 22.N2g3 Be4 23.Rdel! (23.Nh5 Nf3 24.Rf3 Bf3 25.Ng7
Bg7 26.fg7 Ke7 equal) Bc2 24.Nh5 gh5 25.Re5 Kd7 26.Rh5 and White is
superior; b) 20...Nc4 21.Rfel (21.Bc7!?) Kd8 22.Ng5 Kc8 23.b3 and White
is superior; ¢) 20...Rf5! 21.Rdel! (21.g4 hg3 22.N2g3 Rf4! 23.Rf4 Bh6 with
counterplay) Kd8 22.g4 hg3 23.N2g3 Rf4 24.Rf4 Bh6 25.Rf2 and White is
superior] Nf3 21.Rf3 Be6 [with the idea Rd8] 22.Rfd3! c4 23.R3d2 [23.Rd4
c6! (23...Bc5 24.Nc5 Rc5 25.Bc7! Rc7 26.Rh4 and White is winning) 24.Bd6
(24.Ng5?? Bc5 and Black is winning) Bh6] c6 24.Ng5 [weak point Rh5] Bc5
25.Kh2 Bd5 [25...c3 26.bc3 Ba2 27.Rd7 b5 28.Rc7 with initiative] 26.Re2
Kf87? [26...Kd7 27.Rdel!? (27.Nf7 Rf8 28.Ne5 Kc8 29.Ng4 Rf5 unclear) Rf8
28.Re7 Be7 29.Re7 Kc8 30.Rc7 Kd8 31.Rb7 Re8 32.Rb8 (32.Nf7 Bf7 33.Rf7
Rf5 34.Bh6 Rel and Black is superior) Kd7 33.Rb7 equal] 27.Rdel (and
White is superior) b5 [27...c3!? 28.b3 b5] 28.c3 a5 29.a3 Rc8 30.g4?!
[30.Re5 (zugzwang, with the idea g4) a4 (30...Bd6?? 31.Re8 and White is
winning) 31.g4 hg3 32.Kg3 with the idea h4] hg3 31.Kg3 Be6! [with the idea
Kg8, Bf8-h6] 32.h4 Kg8 33.Re5 [33.Re6 fe6 34.Re6 Rg5! 35.hg5 Kf7
36.Rel Re8 37.Rh1 Kg8! and White is slightly better, with the idea 38.Rh6?!
Bf8 39.Rg6? Kf7] Bf8! [33...Bd6 34.Re6! Bf4 35.Kf4 fe6 36.Kg4! Kf8
37.Rd1! (37.Re6 Rc7 38.Rd6 Ke8 39.Ne6 Rch7! 40.Ng7 Kf7 41.Nh5 Rh5
42.Rc6 a4 equal) Ke8 38.Rd6 e5 39.Re6! (39.f7 Ke7 40.Rg6 Rg5 41.Rg5 Kf7
42.Re5 Rd8 equal) Kd7 40.Re7 Kd6 41.Rg7 Rch8 42.Nf7 Ke6 43.Nh8 Rh8
44.Kg5 Rh5 45.Kg6 Rh4 (R 6/g) 46.Re7 Kd6 47.Re8 Rg4 48.Kh6 Rf4
49.Kg7 Rg4 50.Kf8 e4 51.f7 Kd7 52.Re5 Kd8 (52...Kd6 53.Re7 with the idea
Ke8 and White is winning; 52...Rg2 53.Re4 Rb2 54.Rg4! b4 55.Kg7 Rf2
56.ab4 ab4 57.cb4 and White is winning) 53.Re7 a4 54.Re6 Kd7 55.Re8
(zugzwang) Rg2 (55...Kd6 56.Re7 and White is winning) 56.Re4 Rb2 57.Rg4
and White is winning] 34.Ne6 time [34.Re6 fe6 35.Rd1 Bh6! 36.f7 (36.Rd7
Bg5 37.Rg7 Kh8 38.hg5 e5 39.Be3 Rg8 40.Rc7 with compensation) Kg7
37.Be5 Kf8 38.Bd6 (38.Rd7? Bg5 39.Bd6 Be7! 40.Re7 Rd5) Kg7 39.Rf1 Bgb
40.f8Q Rf8 41.Bf8 Kg8 42.hg5 Rg5 43.Kh3 Rh5 44.Kg3 Rg5 45.Kh4 Rh5
equal, with the idea 46.Kg4? Rf5 and Black is winning] fe6 [34...Re5 35.Be5
fe6 36.Rd1 and White is winning] 35.Rd1 Rh7! 36.Re6 Rb7 (and White is
slightly better) 37.Re4 Kf7 38.Bg5 Re8 39.Re8 Ke8 [R 9/k] 40.Kg4 [with
the idea 41.h5 gh5 42.Kf5] Rh7? time [40...Rd7? 41.f7 and White is
winning; 40...Kf7! 41.Rd8 b4 42.ab4 ab4 43.Rd4 bc3 44.bc3 Rb5! 45.Rc4
Rc5 equal] 41.Rel! Kd7 [41...Kf7 42.a4! Bd6 43.Ral Bc7 44.Rd1 Ke6
45.Rel Kd7 46.Bcl! with the idea Kg5 and White is winning] 42.a4! ba4
[42...Bd6 43.Ral Bc7 44.Rd1 Ke6 45.Rel Kd7 46.Bcl! and White is
winning] 43.Re5 ¢5 44.Bf4! (and White is winning) Rh8 (only move) 45.Bg3
[45.h51? gh5 46.Rh5 Rg8 47.Rg5 Rh8 48.Kf5] Bh6 46.Re7 Kc6 47.Bf4!
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[47.f7? Rf8 48.Be5 Kd5 (48...Bcl 49.Rc7 Kd5 50.Bg7 Rf7 51.Rf7 Bb2 52.Ra7
a3 53.Rab Ke4 54.Kg5 Kd3 55.Kg6 and White is winning) 49.h5 gh5 50.Kh5
Bcl 51.Bg7 Rf7 52.Rf7 Bb2 53.Ra7 a3 54.Ra5 Ke4 unclear] Bf4 48.Kf4
Rh5! [48...Rh4 49.Ke5 (49.Kg5!? Rh5 50.Kg6 Rh2 51.Re5! Rg2 52.Rg5 Rb2
53.f7 Rb8 54.Re5 Rf8 55.Re2!) Rh5 (49...Rh2 50.f7 Re2 51.Kf6 Rf2 52.Kg7
a3 53.ba3 Kb5 54.Re4) 50.Ke6 Rh2 51.f7 Re2! (51...Rb2 52.Rc7! Kc7
53.f8Q) 52.Kf6 Rb2 53.Kg7 Rb8 (53...Rf2 54.Re6) 54.Kg6 Rf8 55.Re2!]

"
"

49.Re5!! Rh4 50.Kg5 Rh5 51.Kg6 Re5 52.f7 Re6 [52...a3 53.ba3 Re6
54.Kg5 Reb 55.Kg4 Re4 56.Kf3 Rel 57.Kf2] 53.Kg5 Re5 54.Kg4 Re4d
55.Kg3 [55.Kf3!? Rel 56.Kf2 Rb1 57.f8Q Rb2 58.Ke3] Re3 [55...a3 56.f8Q
a2 57.Qc8! (57.Qa8? Kbh5 58.Qb7 Ka4 59.Qe4 Kb3! equal) Kb6 58.Qd8 Kh5
59.Qd7 Kb6 60.Qa4] 56.Kf2 a3 57.f8Q [Q 2/n] ab2 [57...a2 58.Qc8!
(58.Qa8? Kb5 59.Qh1 Rh3 60.Qal a4! 61.Qa2 Rh1! equal) Kb6 59.Qd8 Kb5
60.Qd7 Kb6 61.Qa4] 58.Qc8 Kb5 59.Qb7 Ka4 60.Ke3 Ka3 61.Qb5!
[61.Kd2? a4 62.Kc2 b1Q equal] a4 62.Qc5 Kb3 63.Qb4 Kc2 64.Qa4 Kc3
65.Qab [65.Qb5?? b1Q 66.Qbl equal] Kc2 66.Qf5 Kcl 67.Qf1 1-0
[P.Svidler]

a
"

o
s

V. lvanchuk 2729 — L. Van Wely 2647
Monaco (blindfold) 2006 — 96/163

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.Nd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 e6 7.f3 Be7 8.Qd2
Nc6 9.0-0-0 0-0 10.g4 Nd4 11.Bd4 b5 12.g5 Nd7 13.h4 Bb7 14.a3 [14.Bh3
see 69/(216)] Rc8 15.Rg1 Ne5 [15...d5!? with the idea 16.ed5 e5! unclear]
16.Qe3 Nc4 [16...Qc7 17.h5 Nc4 18.Bc4 Qc4 19.Bf6 with attack] 17.Bc4
Rc4 18.h5! [a novelty; 18.Kb1; 18.Rg2] Re8 [18...b4 19.ab4 Rb4 20.Bf6 Re8
21.Be7 Qe7 22.h6! Qc7 (22...9g6 23.Nd5! ed5 24.Qc3 and White is winning)
23.hg7 Rc8 24.Rh1 with attack; 18...Qc7 19.Bf6 Rc8 20.Be7 Qe7 21.h6
(21.Rg2?! d5! with the idea 22.ed5 Rc3) g6 22.Rd4 and White is slightly
better] 19.Kb1 Qc7? [19...b4? 20.ab4 Rb4 21.96 fg6 22.hg6 h6 23.Bc5 Rc4
24.Bd6 Bd6 25.e5 Rf8 26.Rd6 Qa5 27.Re6 and White is winning; 19...Bf8
20.96 (20.Rg2 Qc7 21.96 fg6 22.hg6 h6 unclear; 20.h6 g6 21.Bf6 Qa5 with
counterplay) fg6 21.hg6 h6 and White is slightly better] 20.b3 Rc6
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21.Nd5!! ed5 [21...Qd8 22.Nf6] 22.ed5 Rc2 [22...Rc5 23.g6 and White is
winning] 23.g6 hg6 [23...fg6 24.Qe6 Kf8 25.hg6 Bf6 26.gh7] 24.hg6 Rf8
25.9f7 Rf7 26.Bg7 Rg7 27.Qe6 Kh8 28.Rg7 Kg7 29.Rg1 1-0 [V.lvanchuk]

E 15
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 4.3 Ba6 5.b3 Bb4 6.Bd2 Be7
7.Bg2 c6 8.Bc3 d5 9.Ne5 Nfd7 10.Nd7 Nd7
11.Nd2 0-0 12.0-0 Nf6 13.e4 b5
14 [15 [ 16 [ 17 [ 18 [ 19 [20 | 21 [ 22
| Rel | Qc2!| Rad1?| Be44 | Qc3 | Qc25 [ Nf3 | bed | c57
White is
1 slightly better
de4 | Rc8 | Nd53 | Nc3 | Bf6 | g66 | bcd | Qa5 | Rfdg8
[ Radl | BfL | bc4 | Ne4 |Red4 |Redd | Bg2
) equal
Rb8 | Qc89 | bcal0| c5 | Nedll| cdd | Bb7 | Bg2l2
| eds [Rel | c514 [ Nf3 [Re4t6| Ne5 [Qei| g4 | 3 | yim
| ed513 | Rb8 | BcBlS | Ned | ded | Qd5 | Bf5 | Bgb | bal7 | compensation
1

15.Rc1 Rc8 16.¢5
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a) 16...Nd5 17.Re4 Nc3 18.Rc3 f5 19.Re6 Qd4 20.Rcl Bc5 21.Qe2 (An.Karpov —
L.Portisch, Rotterdam 1989 see 47/638) Ba3 with the idea 22.Nf3 Qb2 equal L.Portisch;

b) 16...b4 17.Bb2 Bd3 18.Ne4 Be4 19.Be4 Qd7 20.Rc4 a5 21.Bc1 Nd5 22.Bd5 ed5 23.Rc2
Bf6 equal; Ar.Jussupow — An.Karpov, London (m/1) 1989 see 48/688

2

16.Ne4!? bcd 17.Nc5 [17.Bb2!7]

a) 17...Qb6 al) 18.b4?! Rcd8 19.a3 Nd5 20.Bb2 Bf6 21.Radl g6 22.h4 Bc8 [ 22...Bb5!7]
23.Qc4 a5 equal; De.Antic — N.Ostojic, Jugoslavija 1999 see 77/(506); a2) 18.Rabl Bc5
19.bc4 Be4 [19...Qd8 20.dc5 and White is superior] 20.Rb6 Bb6 21.Bb4 ¢5 22.Ba3 and
White is superior;

b) 17...Bc5 18.dc5 Qd3 [18...Nd5 19.Be5 with compensation] 19.Qb2 with compensation;
¢) 17...Bb5 18.b4 with compensation;

d) 17...cb3! 18.ab3 Bb5 19.Ra7 Ra8 20.Ra8 Qa8 21.Ral (De.Antic — N.Nikcevic,
Jugoslavija 1999 see 77/506) Qb8 22.Bb2 Rd8 23.Nd3 Bd3 [23...Nd5 24.Ne5 equal]
24.Qd3 Nd5 25.Be4 h6 26.Qc4 Qb7 27.Bc2 Bf6 equal; De.Antic

3

16...h6 17.Bf1 Qd7 18.Ne4 Ne4 19.Qe4 bc4 20.bcd Bf6 21.Bb4 Rfd8 22.Bc5! and White
is superior; A.Beliavsky — M.Chandler, Moscow 1990 see 49/605
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17.Bb2!? f5 [17...Nb4 18.Qe4 bc4! 19.bcd Na2 20.Ral Nb4 21.Bc3 and White is superior;
Dydyshko — Huzman, Batumi 1999 see 77/(506)] 18.cd5 cd5 19.Qb1 b4 20.Nf1 Qb6 21.f3
[21.Ne3!? f4 22.Ng4 Bd6 with compensation] Bf6 22.Ne3

22...Rc3! 23.Bc3 bc3

a) 24.Nc2? (An.Karpov — Ju.Polgar, Buenos Aires 2000 see 79/482) Bd4! 25.Nd4 e5
26.fed ed4 27.Kh1 [27.ed5 d3 28.Kh1 c2 29.Qcl cd1Q 30.Rd1 Re8 and Black is slightly
better] fe4 with compensation;

b) 24.fe4 fe4 25.Nc2! Bd3! 26.Bf1 Bd4 27.Kh1 Rf3! 28.Be2 Be2 29.Re2 5 with
compensation Ju.Polgar

5
19.¢5 Bd4 20.Qc2 5

a) 21.Nf3 fe4 22.Nd4 Qf6 23.b4 [23.Qe4 e5 24.Qe5 Qf2 25.Kh1 b4 equal] Rcd8! 24.Qe4
[24.Nc6 Rd1 25.Rd1 Bb7 and Black is slightly better] e5 25.Qeb Qf2 26.Kh1 Bc8 27.Ne6
Be6 28.Qe6 Kh8 29.Rd8 Qf3 equal,;

b) 21.Bg2 Qf6 22.b4 Rcd8 23.Nf3 Bc3 24.Re3 Rd1 25.Qd1 Bc8 26.Qb3 Bal 27.Rd3!?
[27.Nel1?! Kh8 unclear; An.Karpov — Ehlvest, Sanur 2000 see 78/479] Rd8 28.Rd8 Qd8
29.Nh4 Kh8 30.Bc6 a6 31.Nf3 Bf6 32.Qe3 Qc7 33.Bd5 Qe7 34.Bb3 e5 35.Qd2 and White
is slightly better An.Karpov

6

19...bc4 20.Bh7 [20.bc4 (I.Novikov — Fusthy, Cattolica 1993 see 58/567) Qd4 21.Bh7 Kh8
22.Be4 and White is slightly better, with the idea Qa4 1.Novikov, M.Gurevich] Kh8
(H.Olafsson — L.Portisch, Manila (ol) 1992 see 55/522) 21.Be4! and White is slightly
better, with the idea 21...Bd4 22.Nf3!? cb3 23.Qb3 c5

7
22.Re3 1/2 : 1/2 V.Anand — Mi.Adams, Wijk aan Zee 1998 see 71/(544);

22.Ne5 Be5 only move 23.de5 Rfd8! 24.c5? Bb5! and Black is superior; R.Kempinski —
Dydyshko, Swidnica 1998 see 73/(590); 24.Bf3 equal, with the idea 24...Rd1 25.Rd1 Qe5
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26.Qa4! Dydyshko
8
23.Qcl

a) 23...Bb5?! 24.h4 Rd7 25.Ne5 Rd4 [25...Be5 26.de5 Rd1 27.Rd1 Qa2 28.Rd7 Rf8
29.Qf4 a5 30.h5 Qe2 31.h6 Qh5 32.Kg2 and White is winning; Ovsejevitsch —
D.Komarov, Donetsk (zt) 1998 see 74/531] 26.Rd4 Be5 27.Rd7 and White is superior;

b) 23...Qa2 24.Qf4 Bg7 [24...Kg7 25.h4 with the idea h5-h6] 25.h4 Qb2 26.Rb1 Qc3
27.Recl Qa5 28.Ral Qb5 29.h5 and White is superior D.Komarov;

¢) 23...Rd7!? 24.h4 Qd8 25.Rd2! Bb5 26.Qc3 and White is slightly better; An.Karpov —
Mi.Adams, Dos Hermanas 1999 see 75/463

9

16...h6?! 17.Bf1 bc4 18.bc4 Qc7 [18...Bb4?! 19.Bb4 Rb4 20.a3! Rb6 21.Ne4 and White is
slightly better; Z.Almasi — Palac, Pula 1999 see 77/507] 19.Qa4 Bb7 20.Ne4 and White is
slightly better Z.Almasi;

16...Qc7?! 17.Ne4 [17.Bf1 bc4 18.bc4 ¢5 19.dc5 Bb7! equal; J.Timman - V.Anand, Wijk
aan Zee 2001 see 80/533; 19.d5! with initiative VV.Anand] bc4

a) 18.Nf6 Bf6 19.bc4 c5 equal; An.Karpov — Leko, Linares 2001 see 81/(432);

b) 18.bc4! bl) 18...Bc4 19.Nf6 gf6 [19...Bf6 20.Bd2 Bd5 21.Bd5 ed5 22.Bf4 and White is
superior] 20.Bd2 Bd5 21.Bd5 ed5 22.Bf4 Bd6 23.Bh6 Rfd8 24.Qf5 and White is superior;
b2) 18...Ne4 19.Be4 5 [19...Bc4? 20.Bh7 Kh8 21.Re5! Rb5 22.d5!! and White is superior;
Sakalauskas — R.Kaminski, corr.2003 see 87/443; 19...h6 20.Qa4] 20.Bd3 Bc8 21.c5 and
White is superior Sakalauskas

10

17...Rd8?! 18.Ne4 Ne4 19.Re4 and White is superior; Adianto — Sendur, Istanbul (ol)
2000 see 80/(533)

11

19...cd4
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a) 20.Bd4 Ne4 21.Qe4 Bh7 22.Qe5 Bf6 23.Qc5 Bd4 24.Qc8 Rfc8 25.Rd4 Bc6 1/2 : 1/2
An.Karpov — V.Anand, Monaco (rapid) 2001 see 81/(432);

b) 20.Nf6 Bf6 21.Bd4 Bd4 22.Rd4 Qc5 23.Red1 g6 [23...Bb7 24.Bg2 Bg2 25.Kg2 equal
De.Antic] 24.Qc3 Rbc8 25.h4 h5 equal; Kallai — Mi.Adams, France 2001 see 81/432

12

23.Kg2 Rb7 24.Qd3 Qc6 25.Qf3 Qf3 26.Kf3 Rc8 [26...Rc7?! 27.Ba5 Rc5 28.Bd2 and
White is slightly better; De.Antic — A.Beliavsky, Jugoslavija 2001 see 82/462] 27.Ke2
[27.Rd7 Rd7 28.Rd7 Rc4 29.Re7 Rc3 30.Ke2 g5 equal] h5 28.Rd7 Rec7 29.Rc7 Rc7
30.Kd3 Rd7 31.Kc2 Rd1 32.Kd1 Bc5 33.f3 Kf8 equal; 23...Qc6! De.Antic

13

14...cd5 15.¢5 [15.Rel bc4 16.bc4 Bed 17.Nc4 Qc8 18.Qad Rb8 19.Qa7 Qc4 20.Recl
Bb41? 21.Bf1 Qc3 22.Rc3 Bc3 with compensation; N.lbraev — N.V.Pedersen, Bled (ol)
2002; better is 17...Qc7! with the idea 18.Qa4 Rfc8! D.Tyomkin] b4 16.Bb4 Bf1 17.Bf1
with compensation; V.Anand — Mi.Adams, Wijk aan Zee 2005 see 92/487

a) 16...b4 17.d6! Bd6 18.Bb2 and White is slightly better; Lputian — Gershon, Athens
2005 see 93/(442);

b) 16...Nd5 17.Bb2 Re8 18.Ne4 Bc8 19.Nc5 1/2 : 1/2 Z.1zoria — A.Naiditsch, Saint-
Vincent 2005;

c) 16...cd5 17.b4! Bc8 [17...Rc8?! 18.a3 Bb7 19.Nb3 and White is slightly better; Lputian
— T.Gelashvili, Athens 2005 see 93/442] 18.Nb3 Ne4 unclear T.Gelashvili

15

16...b4 17.Bb2 Bb5 18.a3 [18.Nf3 Re8 19.Ne5 Nd7 20.Nd3 a5 21.a3 ba3 22.Ra3 a4!
equal; Khurtsidze — Alexey Alexeev, Alushta 2006] ba3 19.Ra3 a6 20.Nb1 Nd7 21.Nc3
Bf6 22.Bc1 and White is slightly better; S.lonov — Melia, Cappelle la Grande 2005

16
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18.Ne5 Nc3 19.Qd3 Qc7 20.Qc3 Re8 equal; Kramnik — Leko, Dortmund 2004 see
91/(446)

17

23.fed Qeb6 24.Bh2 [24.Bh4? Bf6! 25.Bc3 Be5 26.de5 Qg4 and Black is superior Z.Krnic]

a) 24...Rfd8 25.Rc1 Bf6 26.Nc6! Qc6 27.e5 Qab 28.ef6 Re8 [28...Qf6 29.Qd2 with the
idea 29...Qh4 30.d5 and White is superior, passed pawns c, d] 29.Qf2 and White is
superior; Leitao — Fier, Santos 2006;

b) 24...Bf6

b1) 25.d5 Qe7! 26.d6 Qe6 27.Ng6 Bb2 28.Nf8 Kf8 unclear Z.Krnic;

b2) 25.Nc6! Qc6 26.e5 Qab 27.ef6 Rfe8 28.Qf1 Qe2 29.Qf2! [29.Qe2 Re2 30.Bcl Bed
31.Bf1 Rc2 32.Bf4 Rd8 33.Beb gft 34.Bf6 Re8 35.95 Bd5 36.Be5 Re5! 37.de5 Reb with
compensation; H.Banikas — And.Sokolov, Greece 2006] Qg4 30.h3! Qg5 31.Bcl Qh5
32.Bf4 Rbd8? 33.c6 Be4 34.c7 Rc8 35.Rel and White is winning; VV.Topalov — Aronian,
Wijk aan Zee 2006 see 96/384; 32...Rbc8 with compensation Z.Krnic.
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