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The Best of Chess Informant - Viswanathan Anand

Zdenko Krnic

“In the 1980s in India, chess information was very difficult to come by. You had to wait for a month or sometimes 
two before you could get the Chess Informants. If I was at an international event sometimes we used to wait in line 
just to look at the latest games or read the latest informant.

My parents were aware of that. My mother travelled with me to Thessaloniki in 1984.This was the first time I was 
to play on the Indian team. When we saw that I would share the hall with other great legends, my mother was 
extremely proud that I was to play there. I casually mentioned to her that I would never even dream that my games 
could be published in the Informant. She chased Milutin and persevered until he agreed to have a game of that 
Indian boy who played fast. If I am not mistaken they carried a game of mine from Thessaloniki. The first game I 
did for them was with Deen Hergott.

This was the first game I analysed for Chess Informant. Over the years I have used Chess Informant for the quality 
of the analysis and reference material like ECOs and ECEs. When I played in the World Junior in Kiljava 1984, 
there was a big queue outside the door of Mark Condie because he had a copy of the latest Informant 36! I 
remembered seeing the game Tukmakov - Dreev there before giving it to the next boy in the queue. This was game 
36/449.” – Viswanathan Anand

This is how the current world champion Viswanathan Anand describes the beginning of our twenty-five 
year collaboration in the foreword of our latest CD: The Best of Chess Informant – Viswanathan Anand. From the 
rich treasury of Anand’s creative output, this article brings you a small sampling of what the CD has to offer for 
your chess enjoyment.

Anand has provided an enormous contribution to the development of chess theory. From the abundance of novelties 
he introduced, the eighth game of his match against Kasparov in New York 1995 is very important, as he played 
the move 9…g5 for the first time in a very popular variation of the Scotch game. In the thirteen years that 
followed, many games were played in this continuation, all of which can be found in the theoretical survey below.

C45

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 ed4 4.Nd4 Nf6 5.Nc6 bc6 6.e5 Qe7 
7.Qe2 Nd5 8.c4 Ba6 9.b3 g5 

 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18  

1

h41 Bb2 Nd23 hg55 Qg4 0-0-0 Nf3 Kb2 gf6

equal

Bg7 0-0-02 Rde84 Nf4 Be5 f6 Bb2 Ne6 Qf66

2

Ba3 ed68 Be2 cd5 Ke2 Rc19 Rc6 Nd2 Kd3

equal

d67 Qe2 Bg7 Be2 Ba1 0-0-010 Rd711 Re8 Re512

3

g3 Bb2 Nd213 Qh515 h4 Kd1 a317 Rg119 Bd3
and White is 
slightly better

Bg7 0-0 f614 Nb4 g416 c5 Bb718 Nc6 f520

4

... ... Nd221 Nf323 a325 ab426 Qe3 Bc3 Bb4
with 

compensation
... 0-0-0 Nb422 Rhe824 g4 gf3 Qb4 Re5 Re327

5

... ... Bg2 0-0 Qe5 Be5 cd5 Kf1 Nc330

unclear


