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Opening Lanesisbased in large part on readers questions.
Do you have a question about a particular opening line?
Baffled by a branch of the Benoni or Budapest? Submit your
questions (with you full name and country of residence please)
and perhaps Gary will reply in his next Chess Cafe column...

Yes, | have a question for Gary!

The Facts of Life

It is aways intriguing when somebody comes up
with anew move in a main-line variation. Anand
and Kasparov are forever finding novelties around
move twenty and winning in style before the
thirtieth move has been played. However,
according to contributorsto thissiteit isafact of
life that few of them ever get to play their prepared
lineif it happens after move 10. This might
explain why Agustin F Correa from Buenos
Aires, Argentinais not keen to discuss the finer
points of the Scotch against an opening expert. He
says “Have you got gameswith 1 e4 e5 2 Nf3 Nc6
3 d4 exd4 4 Nxd4 g6? | have played two with
Black; the first by correspondence—5 c4, and |
won — but the other (by email) was awful the game
ran to a4 Knights opening and | made a big
mistake. | think | had to play a sort of Larsen's
variation of the Philidor's Defence.”
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| can understand the attraction of 4...96 because
thisisagood way to avoid main linesin the
Scotch but the fact that it remainsaside-line
indicates that it not the most accurate reply.
However, it has the merit of leading White into
unfamiliar positions.

Thierry Verspecht-Yves Duhayon Belgian Team
Championship 1998

1ledeb2Nf3Nc6 3d4 exd4 4Nxd4 g6 Thisisa
good way to avoid main linesin the Scotch but the
fact that it remains aside-line indicates that it not
the most accurate reply. However, it has the merit
of leading White into unfamiliar positions. 5 c4!?

Anold
recommendation by
Evans with the idea
that the position
resembles a sort of
Maroczy Bind where
the pawn on c4 will
deter ...d5-db. Itis
not the most critical
move and Black has
fared well againstit. 5...Bg7 6 Nb3 6 Be3 to
support the knight in the centre is also possible.
For instance: 6...Nf6 7 Nc3 0-0 8 Be2 Re8
(Black has a comfortable game and unlike the
Marozy Bind in the Sicilian has relatively more
room to manoeuvre) 9 f3 Nh5 10 0-0 Nf4! 11
Nd5? Bxd4 12 Bxd4 Nxe2+ 13 Qxe2 Nxd4 0-1
Richter-Juergens, Dortmund 1993. Also possible
IS 6 Nf3, which israther timid and allows the
bishop on g7 to exert alot of influence on the al-
h8 diagonal. Brahn-Reh, Baunatal 1998,
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continued 6...d6 7 h3 Nfé 8 Nc3 0-0 9 a3?!
(White has vague ideas of advancing the
gueenside pawns but he should complete
kingside development first) 9...Re8 10 Bd3 Ne5
11 Nxe5 dxe5 12 0-0 ¢6 13 Be3 Nh5 intending
...Nxf4 with aslight edge. 6...Nge7 7 Be2 0-0 8
0-0d6 9 Nc3f510c5f4

Duhayon is a natural,

,?/ :;@-Q ,E’; attacking player and
111 a At jumps at the chance
/ &,!ft, 0 ;t _ to advance the f-

| fﬁ”, % % pawn one square
= _ nearer to the white
Al % % king where it blocks
the bishop on c1 and

1E MARLE
WA

____ helps prepare a
kingside pawn
avalanche. However, it might be worth looking
at the alternative 10...fxe4 when 11 cxd6 cxd6
12 Nxed d5 gives Black aslight advantage. 11
cxd6 cxd6 12 Nd5 g5 13 h4 Ng6 14 h5?! The
pawn on h5 isalong-term worry and it is hardly
aproblem for Black to install aknight on €5
where White cannot easily knock it off its perch.
| prefer 14 hxg5 Qxg5 15 Nc7 Rb8 (15...Nh4?
looks strong but 16 Qd5+ wins) 16 Qxd6 Rd7 17
Bcd+ Kh8 18 Ne6 Bxe6 (18...Qf67? 19 Nxd8!)
19 Qxe6 when White has a fighting chance
against a strong attack. 14...Nge5 15 Bd2 Be6
16 Bc3 g4 17 Nd4 Of course, White wants to
prevent ...f4-f3 but 17 f3 is hopel ess upon the
obvious 17...g3 intending ...Qh4 winning.
17...Nxd4 18 Bxd4 3 19 Bb5 Qh4 20 Ne3

file://IC|/Cafe/lane/lane.htm (3 of 14) [03/04/2002 11:08:07 PM]



Opening Lanes

The positionis
hopeless for White.
For instance: 20 g3
Qh3 21 Ne3 Bh6 22
Qd2 Bxe3 23 fxe3
Qxg3+ 24 Kh1 {2

>

1 ,/ ﬁ;

7 L ARE

19 a %

W%ﬁ/ ﬁ&%{}

s and White can go

» / e ﬂ/ home. 20...fxg2 21

___ Nxg2 Qh3 22 Be2
Nf3+ 23 Bxf3 gxf3

24 Ne3 0-1 Whiteresigned in view of 24...Rf4

intending 25 ...Rg4+ 26 Nxg4 Qg2 mate.

The four knights line is the one you have been
having problems with but recent games suggest
that Black has various ways to fight back.

Vlachedav Slovineanu-Carlos Santos
Panormo 2001

1ede52Nf3Nc6 3d4 exdd 4 Nxd4 g6 5 Nc3
Bg7 6 Be3

—————— This idea of

Ave developi
o ) ping the
gi};}/}—%} queen’s bishop is
@ ﬂ, ﬂ, critical because
% % % % White has the
. &r ~sive idea Odl
e 5 0 B | e e
ARG WRA] o, ;

of Be3-h6 and h2-h4
B A7 ] with an attack.

6...Nf6 7Qd20-08
0-0-0 Another ideafor Whiteis 8 Nxc6 bxc6 9
Bh6 followed by castling queenside. 8...Re8 9
f3 d5!
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It isimportant for
Black to grasp the
initiative otherwise
he will roll over on
the kingside. The
text invites
complications that
will certainly catch
out anyone who does
not know the
possibilities. 10 Bb5 The pin on the knight isa
popular reply but not critical for Black. Also
possible is 10 Nxd5 to win a pawn but in the
game Heinemann-Graf, Germany 2001, the top
grandmaster playing Black made things ook
easy after 10...Nxd5 11 Nxc6 bxc6 12 exd5
Qh4! (an improvement on the old continuation
12...cxd5 because the emphasisis on attacking
the queenside and the black queen preparesto
swing acrossto a4) 134 Bg4 14 Be2 Rab8 15
c3 Bxe2 16 Qxe2 Qe7 17 Rd3 (17 Rhel runs
into 17...Bxa3 and Black is better) 17...c5 when
the threat of 17...c5-c4 gave him the advantage.
By the way it isworth pointing out that Graf has
changed his name and used to be known as
Nenashev who might be amore familiar to
readers. 10...Bd7 11 exd5 Nxd4 12 Bxd4 Bxb5
13 Nxb5 Qxd5 14 Nxc7? Who could resist
forking all the major pieces? Even so 14 Nc3is
necessary. 14...Qxa2 15 c3 Rec8 16 Nxa8 Nd5
17 Bxg7
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Atfirst sight 17 b4
seems to allow
White with a
perpetua check but
Black can keep the
game going
17...Qal+ 18 Kc2
Qad+ 19 Kb2 (19
Kd3 Bxd4 20 Kxd4
Nxc3 21 Qxc3 Qd7+
wins) 19...Nxc3 20 Qxc3 Rxc3 21 Kxa3 Qa3+
and Black has at least adraw. 17...Qal+ 0-1
White resigned rather than face 18 Kc2 Nb4+!
19 Kb3 Qa2+ 20 Kxb4 Rc4+ 21 Kb5 Qa4 mate.

Pedro Neto Moreira from Portugal writes, “|
am a 1800 player, and | am very fond of playing
the King's Indian Attack. However, sometimes |
happen to run into the so-called Symmetrical
Variation, e.g., 1 NfF3Nf6 293 g6 3Bg2 Bg7 4
0-00-05d3d6 6e4 €5, and | don't seem to find
any exciting continuation for White from here
on; neither do | find any theoretical articles or
even annotated games on this line. Even some
books on the KIA seem to ignore this variation. |
would appreciate very much if you could draw
any kind of comment on this line and perhaps
show us some ways for White to get an
advantage.”

It istrue thislineis not always covered
extensively in the books but it certainly often
happens in tournaments.

Helmer Siepelt-Thomas Pioch Berlin 1994
1 Nf3Nf629g3g63Bg2Bg740-00-05d3d6
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YT Thisisthe position

Ei.tit /i{&} that you find so

frustrating. | can

1 A derstand
4 & 5 | concen beoase
/ / ﬁ/ / there are no obvious

W /ﬁ/@fﬁf but | think th
fﬁf’:ﬂ/ / ﬁ./ﬁ gsgifwlgyl ftorl\?vartde

_____ IS to gain more space
on the queenside. 7
Nbd2 The knight on d2 supports the e4-pawn in
case White wishes to play d3-d4 at some stage
although the basic plan isto follow up with c3
and then advance the queenside pawns. 7...Nc6

8c3h69 b4
, A simple plan to
AY B9
grab some space on
'z ‘t,{tf /‘t—@—, the queenside. It also
/&1 &711 alows White to

" ’ ... consider aqueenside
® Bia

fianchetto and
%; iy ﬁ/ A i eventually play d3-
17,2, ’ﬁﬁ«ﬁ d4. 9...a6 Instead
A HE | Black canfight the
gueenside advance

with 9...a5 when Sepp-Luik, Tallinn 2000,
continued 10 b5 Ne7 11 d4 exd4 12 Nxd4!? (12
cxd4 with the traditional pawn centre is worth
noting) 12...Bg4 13 f3 Bd7 14 Ba3 Re8 15 Rb1l
Nc8 16 f4 with equal chances. 10 Bb2 b5 Pioch
attempts to halt White' s advance on the
gueenside in view of the plan a2-a4 followed by
b4-b5. 11 a4 Rb8 12 axb5 axb5 13 Rel Nd7 14
Qc2 The queen movesto allow the rooks to
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unite. 14...Ne7?! 14...Bb7 looks to be logical
intending to contest the a-file with ...Ra8. 15

d4! White seizes the chance to advance the d-
pawn to probe for weaknesses. Of course, with a
knight on ¢6 it would not be possible because
after a pawn exchange on d4 then the b-pawn
would have been hanging. 15...¢5 16 dxc5 dxcbh
17 bxc5 Nxc5 18 Ba3 Qc7 19 Reb1 Bd7 20 c4!

————— White has most of
%E f a1 E his forces
- congregated on the
%{ / /}/”t queenside so it
0, | mak t
_ fﬁ v T linesof attack,
e jﬁf 20...Rfc8 21 cxb5
. ‘%@f ﬁﬁ“ﬁ Rxb5 22 Rxb5 Bxb5
= ___ 23 Rc1The pinon

the c-fileis decisive
because the bishop on a3 has its eye on the e7
knight. 23...Ne6 24 Qxc7 1-0

In my experience alot of playerswith Black try
to play ...f7-f5 as soon as possible so one has to
be prepared.

Stefan Schuettler—Thorsten Kleindienst
Waldshut 1991

1 Nf3Nf629g3g63Bg2Bg740-00-05d3d6
6 Nbd2 €5 7 e4 Ne8

file://IC|/Cafe/lane/lane.htm (8 of 14) [03/04/2002 11:08:07 PM]



Opening Lanes

— A standard ideato

E &7-@;&,& E; 4 | play ...f7-f51t0
111 ,/,1%1 initiate a kingside
/ﬁ 2 1 | atack Thisideawill
V., . & % particularly appeal to
. /ﬁ/ﬁ _ King's Indian

W _k /@ Defence players
,ﬁa ,@ because it steersthe
' game to familiar
territory. 7...Nh5
should not be met by 8 Nh4 because it iswell
met by 8...Nf4. | prefer 8 Nel with the idea that
8...f5?runsinto 9 exf5 Bxf5 10 g4 forking the
two pieces. 8 Nh4!? Thisisagood idea because
Black makes clear hisintention to play ...f7-f5,
which prompts White to set a cunning trap.
8...f57 9 exf5 gxf5 10 Bd5+!

— w7 |t isremarkable that
E &]'@;Q,&J E’f an opening with a
11 7 i1 ’ ,:,/ .5 reputation for being
7 & 7 quiet has pushed
3 ;ﬁi ,1 ) Black to the brink of
5 gefea. 10...Kh8 11

%

. /ﬁ/ ?ﬁ*’f | ohs Thebig threat
BRAE R R is12Ngs mae
B O HE |11 Rf6Ifi11..0f6
to cover the g6

square then White can achieve awinning
position with 12 Ne4! fxe4 13 Bg5 when the
black queen has run out of decent squares. 12
Ndf3 Nd7 13 Ng5 Nf8 14 Ng6+!
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1-0

| am happy to say |
still receive material
on the Colle due to
recent discussions on
this column and due
to the publication of
my book The
Ultimate Colle.
Indeed, David Flude from M elbour ne.
Australia sent me a copy of agame that was
published in Correspondence Chess News and
by a happy coincidence the winner of that very
game sent hisvictory viathe Internet. Mike
Donnelly is an English player who at
correspondence level is an international master.
He was the English representative in a Russian
Postal Invitation Tournament and this example
‘only’ took three yearsto complete!

ETEUAA
T11 /, ot
7 & EL
SREL
i,
W A B
fﬁf ﬂ / A
g /

I]E#

Mike Donnelly-Y.Karelin Correspondence
1998-2001

1 Nf3d5 2 d4 Nfé 3 €3 e6 Jan van Gilsfrom
Belgium wanted to know what happens after
3...Bf5, which in fact has already been
discussed in a previous column. However, | am
happy to add alittle more on the subject. It is
possible to play 4 ¢4 aiming to take advantage of
the bishop being on f5 by playing Qb3 to target
the b7- and d5-pawns. For instance: 4...c6 (or
4...e6 5Nc3c6 6 cxd5 exd5 7 Bd3 Bxd3 8
Qxd3 isequal, Plumanns-Maes, Belgian Team
Ch 2001) 5 Qb3 Qc7 (5...Qc8!?) 6 Nc3 e6 7
Bd2 Be7 8 Rcl dxc4 (if 8...0-0 then 9 cxd5
exd5 10 Nxd5! Nxd5 11 Qxd5 with advantage to
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White) 9 Bxc4 0-0 10 0-0 h6é 11 Ne5 with equal
chances, Ramon-Fleitas, Havana 2001. | quite
like 4 Bd3 which might not be a Colle but after
3...Bf5 one has little choice but to change plans.
In Baltazar-Perez Cortes, Mexico 2001, Black
tested 4...Bxd3 and White replied 5cxd3 in
order to boost the centre. That game went 5...e6
6 Nc3 Be7 7 0-0 Nbd7 8 e4 (thisis the theme of
the line because White is able to create a pawn
centre) 8...dxe4 9 dxed 0-0 10 Qb3 Nb6 11 a4
ab 12 Rd1 Qc8 13 Bf4 c6? 14 Qxb6 Bb4
(perhaps Black was planning to trap the white
gueen but more likely he just blundered) 15 Qc7
1-04Bd3c55Db3

ALWDE H

ﬁ 1: T it
7 718 |
il m
%ﬁ/ﬁ/ﬁi@/f queen’sbishop is
g ) ﬁ/ It 33 quickly developed.
HONAEE 7 H|5..Nc66Bb2Bd6

70-00-08Nbd28
c4 is also possible, steering Black away from the
main line. 8...Qe7 9 Ne5 cxd4 10 exd4 Ba3 11
Bxa3 It is aso possible to play the calmer move
11 Qcl when T.Le-M.Koursova, Oropesa del
Mar 2001continued 11...Bxb2 12 Qxb2 Qb4
(the queenisfineon e7 so 12...Bd7 should be
considered) 13 ¢3 Qb6 14 Rael Bd7 154 (a
standard idea in the Colle that adds more support
to the knight on €5 and makes room for the
manoeuvre Rf1-f3 intending to swing the rook
acrossto the g or h-file) 15...Rfd8 16 Khl Rac8
17 Rf3 Rc7 18 Rh3 g6 19 Ndf3 Ne7 20 Qf2

Thislineisknown as
the Colle-Zukertort
System and the
major difference
between a standard
Colleisthat the

“\-.
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gave White a strong attack. 11...Qxa3 12 c3!?

Thisistherelatively
new idea, which
stops the black
knight coming to b4.
In the famous game
Bogljubov-
Capablanca, New
York 1924, White
tried 12 Ndf3 when
12...Bd7 13 Nxc6
Bxc6 14 Qd2 Rac8 when Black is dlightly
better. 12...0Qb2 Black accepts the challenge
and starts to chase pawns. In the game M.Knecht-
Van Buskirk, Philadelphia 2001, Black resolved
to get rid of the knight on €5 with 12...Nxe5 but
after 13 dxe5 Nd7 14 Qe2 f6 15 exf6 Nxf6 16
Nf3 Bd7 17 Ne5 White has managed to
manoeuvre the queen’ s knight to the strong €5
square with an edge. 13 Rcl Qxa2 In exchange
for the pawn White is able to quickly create
attacking chance son the kingside and with the
black queen poorly placed on a2 the hope is that
it will triumph. It is still not clear who is doing
best but the results are encouraging for White.
14 f4 Qa5 15 Rf3 | suspect at a practical level
White' sinitiative will be useful when Black has
little time to consider atough defence.
Therefore, it isinteresting that in a
correspondence game Black had days to ponder
what to do but still failed to impress. 15...Qb6
16 Qel The queen prepares to join the kingside
attack usually viah4. Of course 16 f5?isa
disaster for White upon 16...Nxe5 because the d-
pawn is pinned. 16...Ne7 17 g4 In aclosed

A EER
1 /:f?
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15
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7
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position it is possible to safely advance the
kingside pawns because Black has difficulty
quickly infiltrating and threatening the white
king. 17...Ng6 18 g5 Nd7 19 Rh3 f5? Or
19...Nxf4 runsinto 20 Bxh7+ Kh8 21 Rh4 with
asimple win. Perhaps 19...Ndxe5 is the best bet
to exchange off one of the attacking pieces. 20
gxf6 Rxf6

21 Bxg6 h6
Donnelly though this
was an annotation
error or away to
prolong the game.
However, Black has
a pretty horrible
choice because
21...hxg6 22 Qh4
threatens mate on h8
when 22...Nxe5 loses to 23 Qh8+ Kf7 24 Rh7.
22 Qg3 Nf8 23 Bd3 Bd7 24 Ng4 At this point
the Russian wisely decided to save his stamp
money. 1-0
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And finaly, Lionel Laffranchise from France
asked a series of questions including this one
“After 114 1?1 am always a bit annoyed. Isit
possibleto play 1...e5 ? Is this move a good
move or not?”’

WEell, before | debate the good or bad points of

2 fxeb d6 3 exd6 Bxd6 4 Ng3 g5!?. It isworth
pointing out that you are just aslikely to play the
following position. 1 f4 e5 2 e4...
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Yes, itistheKing's
gambit and you are
probably wondering
what to do on move
2!
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Copyright 2002 Gary Lane. All Rights Reserved.

Thiscolumn isavailablein Chess Cafe Reader format. Click
here for more information.

Gary wants your gquestions on openings!! Send it
along and perhapsit will beanswered in an
upcoming column. Please include your name
and country of residence. Yes, | have a question

for Gary!

ABDUT THE
TOF OF PAGE HOoOME COLUMMNS LINKS ARCHIVES CHESS CAFE

[The Chess Cafe Home Page] [Book Reviews] [Bulletin Board] [Columnists]
[Endgame Studies] [ The Skittles Room] [Archives|
[Links] [Online Bookstore] [About The Chess Cafe] [Contact Us|

Copyright 2002 Russell Enterprises, Inc. All Rights Reserved.
"The Chess Cafe®" isaregistered trademark of Russell Enterprises, Inc.

file:///C|/Cafe/lane/lane.htm (14 of 14) [03/04/2002 11:08:07 PM]


file:///C|/Cafe/ccr/ccrebooks.htm
mailto:garylane@chesscafe.com?subject=A Question for Gary Lane
mailto:garylane@chesscafe.com?subject=A Question for Gary Lane
file:///C|/Cafe/Default.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/column/column.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/links/links.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/archives/archives.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/about/Aboutcc.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/default.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/REVIEWS/books.HTM
file:///C|/Cafe/board/board.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/column/column.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/endgame/endgame.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/skittles/skittles.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/archives/archives.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/links/links.htm
http://store.yahoo.com/chesscafe
file:///C|/Cafe/about/Aboutcc.htm
mailto:info@chesscafe.com

	Local Disk
	Opening Lanes


