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From the Archives...

Since it came online many years ago, ChessCafe.com has presented literally 
thousands of articles, reviews, columns and the like for the enjoyment of its 
worldwide readership. The good news is that almost all of this high quality 
material remains available in the Archives. The bad news is that this great 
collection of chess literature is now so large and extensive – and growing each 
week – that it is becoming increasingly difficult to navigate it effectively. We 
decided that the occasional selection from the archives posted publicly online 
might be a welcomed addition to the regular fare.

Watch for an item to be posted online periodically throughout each month. 
We will update the ChessCafe.com home page whenever there has been a 
“new” item posted here. We hope you enjoy From the Archives...

Emanuel Lasker (world champion 1894-1921) is considered by many to 
be the greatest player of all time. In the following letter, he writes to one 
of the most active chess promoters of the day, Philadelphia's Walter 
Penn Shipley. Note that this was written just a few months before 
Lasker's historic match with Carl Schlechter. 

Emanuel Lasker Letter 

November 29, 1909

To: Walter Penn Shipley  
From: Emanuel Lasker  
Date: November 29, 1909, Berlin 

Dear Mr. Shipley: 

With same mail I am sending another letter to you, an official letter, which I 
should like you to publish in full. 

You have written a kind letter and it is with pleasure that I accept your gift - I 
cannot call it otherwise - of your subscription to the St. Petersburg tourney 
book. The book is being printed in New York under supervision of Mr. 
Northrop. 

Your republishing matter of the Eve Post is, of course, most welcome. The 
variation of the French Defense where White plays Kt-QKt5 is favourable for 
black, I believe. If Kt-QKt3, then P-QR3, P-KB3 and white gets into 
difficulties. Black must play boldly and will then fare well. The variation will 
be an interesting subject for analysis by trial for yourself and your friends. 
Sorry, that I have so little time for chess. I never get the chance for a skittle 
game. 

It is a long while since I wrote to you. It is not because I have forgotten 
Philadelphians. The fact is, I think the Franklin C.C. a very agreeable place. 
And some of its members are patterns for men who want to do their duty and 
make life an enjoyment for self and others. Not an easy task. Am arranging 
the match with Schlechter. It will probably begin in January + end in March. 
Afterwards am booked for South America. 

With kindest wishes  
Your friend  
Emanuel Lasker 

Purchases from our shop help 
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Walter Penn Shipley 
by John S. Hilbert

 
Lasker’s Chess Magazine  

by Emanuel Lasker

 
Lasker's Manual of Chess  

by Emanuel Lasker
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This article first appeared at ChessCafe.com in July, 1997. 
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