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In 1966, arevolutionary new chess publication

BEOOK emerged, Chess Informant. Published in what
REVIEWS was then one of the centers of chessin the
world, Belgrade, it took the chess world by
storm. Also known as Informator, it presented
SRR Tileg; TIWNEC st of hundreds of deeply annotated games that had
d been recently played in the top international
tournaments. The annotators were first class,
including world champions and most of the best

THE BEST OF THE BEST

Anthology of Chess
Combinations

players of the day.

It was not as if there had never been a good game collection published. Encyclopaedia of
Far from it. But for the first time, very recent games from the top Chess Openings
tournaments were presented, all with deep notes by either the players B E

themselves or other top-notch analysts. And so that the games and their
annotations would be accessible by as many chessplayers as possible, the
publisher devised a clever system of symbolsto communicate the

CHESSTHEATRE annotations. The language-less Informant codes had arrived and they
Play through and download would turn the chess publishing world on its ear, and all for the better.
the games from
ChessCafe.com in the Originally, two volumes per year were published, presenting carefully
DGT Game Viewer. selected games from the previous six months. However, afew years ago,
the frequency was increased to three times per year. Each volume not
The Complete only featured hundreds of deeply annotated games, but also included
DGT Product Line Informant “trademark” sections on combinations, endings, opening

novelties, best games and more recently, biographical surveys.

For each volume, the publisher would also present the results of voting by
an elite “jury,” a group which would select the ten best games from the
previous volume. So, for example, the jury formed to select the ten best
games from volume 100 consisted of Beliavsky, Christiansen, M.
Gurevich, Matanovic, Mikhalchishin, Ribli, Speelman and Xie Jun. Their
choice for the best game (the “Golden Game”) was Niel sen-1vanchuk,
played in Havana and won by the Ukrainian grandmaster.

Informant #101

The ten best games from each of the first 100 Informants have now been
collected into one great game collection. These 1,000 games are presented
along with their original annotations. For each volume, the reader is
presented with the complete results of the jury’s voting, who was on the
jury and how they voted as well as a photo or image of the winner of the
“Golden Game” for that volume.

In addition, each game has the Elo rating of the players at the time the
game was played, the location where it was played, the Informant opening
code and the annotator. Indexes of players, annotators and even jury
members round out the book.

Now, at this point in areview, an excerpt would most likely be
appropriate. However, to give you the real “feel” of this book, | have
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scanned the game, Svidler-Adams, Elista 1998. It was selected as game
seven in the top ten from volume 73. (For easier reading online, the game
is presented in a single column, whereas in the book, the presentation isin
a double-column format.)

727. C 89
SVIDLER 2710 — MI. ADAMS 2715
Elista {ol) 1998

1.ed e52. 503 £)c6 3. £.b5 a6 4. £ a4 56 5.
00 £e7 6. Hel b5 7. £b3 00 8.¢3d59.
ed5 &dS 10. &HeS &es5 11. HeS c6 12. d3
£.d6 13. Hel Whd 14, g3 Wh3 15. Hed &1f6
16. Eh4 Wf5 17. Hd2!? g5!? [17... Wd3 18.
Hd4+—1 18. Ehé [18. &Hed ghd 19. &d6
Wo6+| &rgd 19. Hed [19. EhS Weo—-+| H1hé
20. Hd6 Wg6!? [20... Wh3 21, We2 &5 22.
£o5 H1gd 23. 3 &d3 24, Wd2+] 21. Hed

[21. &\c8!? Hac® 22. d433] & gd!? 21... £15
a) 22. &g5 £.d3 23. 3! &c4d! (23... Efd8
24. HeS Wed 25. 214 Qe2 26. Whlt) 24,
Ges Web (24... £b3 25. HHge £.d1 26. N8
Hf8 27. £h6 Hd8%) 25. £h6 (25. &4 bed
26. £c2 &igdoo) Whé 26. &icd bed 27. Wgd
Wo6 28. Wed, b) 22. 13127 g4 (22... &ed 23.
fed) 23. &4 (23. Wd2 DgToc) gf3 24. W3
g4 (24... Se4 25. ded G)g4 26. e51) 25. &Hd6
fe6 26. Hel3d] 22. g5 &5 23. £14 Had8
24, We2! Hfe8 25. Hel g7 [25... Hes 26.
£e5 He5 27. HHif6o+—] 26. 13 Hes 27. &2
¢5! 28, We3! 16 [28... ¢4 29. d4 &d3 30. &£d3
cd3 31. Wrd3 He7 32. d5+] 29. Hhl! £ed4?®
[29... c4! 30. &\f6 (30. d4 &Hd3 31. £.d3 cd3
32, Wd3 HeToo) &f6 31. £e5 Hficc] 30.
fed+ &nd77?! 31. d4 cd4 32. cd4 &b6 [32... 15
33. g4!? (33. e5 Wc6—+) fgd (33... fed 34.
Sed+—) 34, £.d3] 33. W2 {Hd5 34, £d2!
[34. ed5 Hel 35. Wel Wc2 36. We7 Hgb
37. Wd8 Wdl=] &e7 35. e5 5 36. e6!+—
Wfe 37. £b3 g8 38. He5 g7 39. d5!
Wes [40. £c3 W3 41. be3 &ds 42, WS
He7 43. W7 Hh8 44. &.c2 &g6 45. eT]

1:0 Svidler

Chess Informant has earned a well-deserved reputation for excellence.
For over forty years the chess world has waited, with high expectations,
for the release of each terrific edition. Now, in one massive 560-page
tome, you can enjoy the best of the first 200 volumes of Chess Informant.
It looks like we have another book to add to the desert-island list. Bravo,
Chess Informant!

Further Reading

The 1,000 Best of the Best, Part One by Zdenko Krnic
The 1,000 Best of the Best, Part Two by Zdenko Krnic
The 1,000 Best of the Best, Part Three by Zdenko Krnic
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