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Løfgren Edges Erlandsson  
for  
Second Straight Win

Danish librarian Claes Løfgren squeezed by Swedish historian and previous two-time ChessCafe.
com Holiday Quiz winner Calle Erlandsson to take the top spot in the 11th edition of the very 
popular holiday quiz. This year’s quiz was remarkable for the record number of entrants and the 
close finish; 166 contestants vied for honors this year, the most ever. And, while Løfgren’s 
excellent winning score of 88 was matched by Erlandsson, Claes’ entry was received a day before 
Calle’s. In fact, the next four finishers scored 87 (Per Skjoldager, Denmark), 86 (Peter Holmgren, 
Sweden), 86 (Richard Collins, USA) and 85 (Douglas Coulter, USA). Thus the six top finishers 
were within three points of each other! Løfgren also becomes the first to win two consecutive 
quizzes. He scored a record 94% to take the top spot in last year’s quiz.

Claes was kind enough to share some thoughts about his performance in the ChessCafe.com 
quizzes…

Your quiz is really a formidable challenge, and I guess I am kind of an “addict.” As a 
consequence of my interest in chess history, I have collected quite a number of books on the 
subject over the years, and it’s impossible not to reach out for them when such 
an opportunity presents itself.  As soon as the quiz comes up, I kiss my sweet wife goodbye 
for now and relocate to my library to work... For the next couple of weeks, she’ll only catch 
brief glimpses of me, when I leave the house to check out the libraries of my friends. 
 
Towards the end, some of the more tricky questions still defy my efforts, and it becomes 
necessary to make some more or less qualified guesses. I look for hints in the way you have 
formulated the question, and usually I get over-imaginative and end up with some far-out 
ideas.  But it’s all so very enjoyable. 
 
And an important extra advantage of the quiz is the experience of “serendipity” – you may 
not find what you are looking for, but you are sure to learn something else about the rich 
and fascinating history of our game!

Here is the complete list of prize winners in order of tie-breaks: (1) Claes Løfgren (Denmark); (2) 
Calle Erlandsoon (Sweden); (3) Per Skjoldager (Denmark); (4) Peter Holmgren (Sweden); (5) 
Richard Collins (USA); (6) Douglas Coulter (USA); (7) Larry Crawford (USA); (8) Gordon 
Megibow (USA); (9) Dominique Thimognier (France); (10) Peter Treffert (Germany); (11) Pierre 
Bourget (Canada); (12) Evagelos Vidalis (Greece); (13) Alex Samaras (Greece); (14) Denis 
Engonopoulos (Greece); (15) Elena Haralambidou (Greece); (16) Areti Bhidaln (Greece); (17) 
Efstathios Tzortzinis (Greece); (18) Nikos Papandreou (Greece); (19) Peter Verschueren (The 
Netherlands); (20) Dmitry Gorodin (Germany); (21) Michal Rudolf (Poland); (22) Andrei 
Krohmalnik (Israel); (23) Kulik Wojciech (Poland); (24) Arjon Severijnen (The Netherlands); and 
(25) Miquel Artigas (Spain).

We extend our thanks to these and all the other contestants who took the time to enter the Holiday 
Quiz. And, of course, we are also most appreciative of the sponsors who kindly donated the great 
prizes that will be awarded.

Here is what some of the contestants had to say when they sent in their entries:





Previous ChessCafe Holiday Quiz Winners

I. 1997/98: Calle Erlandsson (Sweden - 85%) 
II. 1998/99: Steve Wrinn (USA - 88%) 

III. 1999/2000: Pierre Bourget (Canada - 82%) 
IV. 2000/01: Jouni Tolonen (Finland - 86%) 
V. 2001/02: Phaedrus Parker (USA - 91%) 

VI. 2002/03: Calle Erlandsson (Sweden - 92%) 
VII. 2003/04: Marc Bourzutschky (USA - 84%) 
VIII. 2004/05 Pierre Bourget (Canada - 93%) 
IX. 2005/06 Peter Holmgren (Sweden - 87%) 
X. 2006/07 Claes Løfrgren (Denmark - 94%) 

XI. 2007/08 Claes Løfgren (Denmark - 88%)

And so, the Eleventh Annual ChessCafe Holiday Quiz has come and gone. Sit back, relax, take a 
look at the answers, but don’t get too comfortable. We are already working on number 12...

The Eleventh Annual  
ChessCafe Holiday Quiz

The Answers

Q1: A newspaper in Allahabad, India, once reported that a very prominent 
chess player had been defeated in a match played in India on a board of 
gold and silver, with pieces composed of precious stones. Who was this 
player? [2 points]

1A: Paul Morphy, as reported in the Pioneer of 25 December 1882. The 
story was pure fiction. A tough one to start with.

Q2: Identify the author of and the publication in which this quote 
appeared: 

“I was able to announce a forced mate in twenty-five moves.” [2 points]

2A: Garry Kasparov in Kasparov against the World, p. 201. Most found 
this quote.

Q3: The following position appeared in a film: 



The game proceeded 1.Bxf7+ Rxf7 2.Nxf7 Nxf7, then transformed into a 
general melee in which all the pieces started fighting each other. The film 
featured a female character who became a prominent star of the time. Who 
was this female character? [2 points]

3A: Betty Boop. The film was Chess-Nuts, a 1932 animated cartoon from 
the Max Fleischer studio. This question and the next did not pose much of 
a problem for most entrants.

Q4: Name the movie in which, during a game played by radio, from this 
improbable position,

the impossible move “pawn h2 takes g3” is sent verbally, but instead 1.
bxc3 is actually made on the board. [2 points]

4A: 49th Parallel, a 1941 British film about German submariners landing 
in Canada, starring among others Leslie Howard, Laurence Olivier, Glynis 
Johns and Finlay Currie. The discrepancies between sent and made moves 
(not to mention between good and bad) continues, with Black moving 1….
g7-g5 on-screen but “pawn b7 to b5” being sent on the radio.

Q5: Match each tournament with the maximum number of games any one 
of its contestants had to play: [1 point each]

A) New York 1889 
B) London 1883 
C) Vienna 1898 
D) Vienna 1873 
E) Ostend 1907 (master section) 
F) Curaçao 1962

a) 28 
b) 31 
c) 45 
d) 27 
e) 37 
f) 47

  
5A:  
A) New York 1889 
B) London 1883 
C) Vienna 1898 
D) Vienna 1873 
E) Ostend 1907 (master section) 
F) Curaçao 1962

 
47 
45 
37 
31 
28 
27

Q6: The picture below is a group portrait showing most of the participants 
of two tournaments. These two tournaments, one major and one minor, 
were held concurrently in the same city:



 
Click on image to enlarge

Some of the players from one event played in the other. Using the 
superimposed letters, answer these questions: [2 points each]

a) Which letter corresponds to the winner of the major event? 
b) Which letter corresponds to the winner of the minor event? 
c) One of the entrants in one of the tournaments lost every game, either at 
the board or by forfeit. He is not in the picture. What was his name?

6A: 
a) F. The major event was the 2nd Congress of the Irish Chess Association, 
held September 20-30 1886 in Belfast, and was won by William H.K. 
Pollock (F) ahead of Joseph Blackburne (K), Amos Burn (D), and six Irish 
amateurs.  
b) D. The minor event was a 15-player handicap tournament, held 
September 20 – October 1, involving odds ranging from pawn-and-two to 
rook. It was won by Burn (D). 
c) He was a Mr. J. Dill, described by the Belfast News-Letter as “the 
esteemed representative of the Lurgan club.” (source: Amos Burn: A Chess 
Biography by Richard Forster, pp. 205-207)

The caption below identifies everyone in the picture:
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