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In 1998, IM John Donaldson explored an easily assimilated group of interrelated opening 
strategies in A Strategic Opening Repertoire. Now, it has been greatly expanded and 
revised by Danish FM Carsten Hansen, in conjunction with Donaldson, with many more 
games and detailed explanations. We hope you enjoy...

Excerpt: A Strategic Opening Repertoire

by John Donaldson & Carsten Hansen

Two of the toughest nuts for our repertoire to crack are the Double Fianchetto, 1.Nf3 Nf6 
2.c4 b6 3.g3 Bb7 4.Bg2 c5 5.Nc3 g6:

And the Hedgehog, 1.Nf3 c5 2.c4 Nf6 3.g3 b6 4.Bg2 Bb7 5.0-0 e6:

Both of these lines are characterized by Black’s pieces being confined to the last three 
ranks. However, the resiliency of Black’s setup shouldn’t be underestimated, as White 


