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From the Archives...

Since it came online many years ago, ChessCafe.com has presented literally
thousands of articles, reviews, columns and the like for the enjoyment of its
worldwide readership. The good news isthat amost all of this high quality
material remains available in the Archives. The bad news s that this great
collection of chessliterature is now so large and extensive — and growing each
week — that it is becoming increasingly difficult to navigate it effectively. We
decided that the occasional selection from the archives posted publicly online
might be awelcomed addition to the regular fare.

Watch for an item to be posted online periodically throughout each month.
We will update the ChessCafe.com home page whenever there has been a
“new” item posted here. We hope you enjoy From the Archives...

Rudolf Spielmann Letter

April 16, 1927

Austrian Grandmaster Rudolf Spielmann was one of the most fearsome
attacking playersin the first quarter of the twentieth century. His
slashing, daring attacking style made him one of the last of the romantic
school. His Achilles Heel, not surprisingly, was slow positional play,
particularly in the endgame. The following letter, translated from the
German, was essentially a thank-you written to the premier tournament
organizer of the 1920s, Norbert Lederer. Spielmann was thanking
Lederer for inviting him to play in the great New Y ork International
Tournament of 1927.

Dear Mr. Lederer,

Here with many a nice Doppelspaten I'm letting passin review the New Y ork
week which was without beer, to be sure, but still highly exciting. | feel the
need to thank you sincerely for al the nice things you have offered mein
abundance.

In my 25 years of involvement with chess, I've played in many tournaments,
but never before was | accepted in such asincere, selfless, and caring way as
by you.

Therefore New Y ork will remain a constant, most pleasant memory in spite of
my chess defeat.

A few weeks after our parting you gave me great joy with your radio
telegram. According to Vidmar, | [text not clear to trand ator-pretended a lot
about your advice??]

But was this pretending to small or did | have enormous [word unclear]. It's
enough that in the 7 days aboard the "France" | took Vidmar for 110 points at
10 cents. | spent two days with him still in Paris after which we went our
separate ways.

Once again, thank you very much! Hopefully | can greet you soon in dear
Vienna. In this case, please let me have news of thisat my new addressin
Vienna (Lange Gasse 46, Door G.)

With sincere regards to you and your dear wife, and also to Master Maroczy
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who is always so kind.

Respectfully yours, /s/ Rudolf Spielmann

This article first appeared at ChessCafe.com in June, 1997.
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