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ChessBase 10’s New Tree Format

I’ve been writing almost exclusively about Fritz in this column for most 
of the last three years. This was entirely intentional, as I know from past 
experience that most USCF members who own a ChessBase product are 
users of Fritz or one of its “sister” programs. However, with the advent of 
ChessBase 10, I think it is high time that we took a look at some of this 
program’s many features.

I found the new features in ChessBase 10 quite useful and interesting, and 
one new display struck me as particularly so. Users of both ChessBase 
and Fritz are doubtless familiar with the tree display, in which a number 
of games are merged together into a statistical tree. (This also doubles as 
an opening book for the Fritz family of playing programs.)

The illustration above shows the display for the opening book that 
accompanies the ChessBase Opening Encyclopedia 2008, set to show 
statistics for White’s first moves. We can see statistical information for 
each of White’s starting moves: 

●     the total number of database games in which the move was played 
(“N”),

●     White’s overall success rate for each move (“%”),
●      the average Elo rating of the players making that move (“Av”),
●     the player’s performance rating, determined by the outcomes of 

individual games (“Perf”). 

By the way, it’s interesting to note that all twenty of White’s possible 
opening moves are represented in this tree.

Now let’s step ahead by playing 1.e4 for White and see all of Black’s 
replies from the database.
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Here we see all of Black’s replies, and it’s again interesting to note that 
all twenty possible Black opening moves have been played in games from 
the Opening Encyclopedia’s database, meaning that there are some really 
creative (or crazy) players out there! We again get statistics for all of the 
moves, including a few in half-tone down near the bottom, meaning that 
there aren’t enough games containing those moves to get a reasonable 
statistical sampling relative to the frequency of the other moves listed.

Note that the numbers of the statistical percentages get higher as we go 
down the list of moves. This seems somewhat counter-intuitive; however, 
the percentages are always given from White’s viewpoint – higher 
percentages mean a move is better for White, while lower numbers mean 
the move favors Black.

We can easily step through the tree to look at the moves and their 
statistics (and every move we make will appear on the on-screen 
chessboard, so the current position will always be displayed). But there 
are a couple of small flies in the ointment: one can’t easily see the 
opponent’s replies for all candidate moves at a glance (you won’t see the 
replies until you actually select a candidate, so that the move is made on 
the chessboard), and the “success rating” percentages are always given 
from White’s viewpoint.

ChessBase 10 addresses both of these concerns with some new features. 
Let’s again look at Black’s replies to 1.e4.

Do you notice the difference? Look at the percentages – they’re now 
given from Black’s point of view. However, if we step back one move, so 
that White candidates are shown, we’ll see exactly the same numeric 
values as in the first illustration of this column. This is a new feature of 
ChessBase 10: you can configure the tree so that the “success rating” 
percentages are always given from the point of view of the side to move. 



Here’s how you do it – right-click in an empty spot near the bottom of the 
tree’s pane and select “Properties” from the popup menu.

Notice the check box next to “Result from White side.” If you check this 
box, you’ll see the old-style display, in which lower percentages indicated 
a statistical advantage to Black. However, if you uncheck it, the same 
conditions apply to both players, e.g. higher numbers are “good,” lower 
numbers are “bad.”

While we’re here, let’s go back one move to 1.e4, select “Properties” 
again, leave “Result from White side” unchecked, and put a check in the 
box beside “Show next move.”

Then click “OK” and have a look at what happens next:



Voila! We now see not only the candidate moves for White (listed in the 
leftmost column), but the most successful Black candidate replies listed to 
the right of each of White’s possibilities. Each of the candidates in the 
table also show the total number of database games in which a move 
appeared, as well as the “success rating” percentage. For example, we see 
White’s 1.e4 at the top of the leftmost column; Black’s top replies to that 
move are listed from left to right in the same row, i.e., 1...c5, 1...e5, 1...e6, 
1...c6. The same idea applies to each of White’s other candidate moves in 
the display, with Black’s top replies listed to the right in the same row. If 
you wish to see more candidates in the rows, just grab and drag the border 
between the tree pane and the chessboard to widen the pane.

Let’s go ahead and make the move 1.e4 and see what happens to the 
display:

After a moment, we see Black’s replies appear in the leftmost column, 
each of which is followed by the top four candidate replies for White; 
and, as we’ve just seen, the display can be widened to show more of these 
candidate replies. Note, too, that Black’s percentages are provided from 
his point of view, since we left “Result from White side” unchecked in 
the “Properties” dialogue.

That leaves just one big question unanswered – how do you go back to 
the original display, since right-clicking on any of these table entries 
produces a different dialogue? Scroll down to the bottom of the table and 
you’ll see a row of blank boxes:



Right-click in any of these to get a popup menu and Select “Properties” 
from this menu, uncheck “Show next move” in the dialogue, and click 
“OK” – the display will return to the old format you’ve seen in previous 
versions of ChessBase and the Fritz family of playing programs.

Until next month, have fun!

All the software described in this column, as well as many more 
programs, are available in the USCFSales Online Catalog.

ChessBase Cafe welcomes readers’ questions. Send one along and 
perhaps it will be answered in an upcoming column. Please include your 
name and country of residence.

Yes, I have a question for Steve!
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