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Reviewed this month:;

Starting Out: The King's Indian
by Joe Gallagher

Starting Out: The Sicilian
by John Emms

Bird-Opening (CD-ROM)
by Dmitri Oleinikov

The Big Bird PowerBase
(CD-ROM) by Sid Pickard

The Bird's Day in the Sun

This month's Checkpoint bids welcome to two new types of
products. Firstly, opening CDs from ChessBase, which have
been in circulation for along time, but not previously been
reviewed here in Checkpoint. | will review one CD this
month, but have already received more for next month's
column, and without saying too much, | think thereisalot to
be excited about on that front. Secondly, Everyman Chess
has started a new series aimed at those who want to
understand the basics of an opening, i.e., the not-yet-so-
strong players. Theideaisto help the learning process. So
often aplayer will end up learning reams of theory but little
or none of it will be put in the right context and will
therefore not be properly understood; with these books, this
supposedly should become less of a problem. For the first
two books in this new series, Everyman has wheeled out two
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Secret Maitches:
The Unpublished
Training Games
af
Mikhail Batvinnik

big guns, GM's Emms and Gallagher, both of whom are
established and very popular authors. | will take alook at
how they fare in this new concept.

In today's column we round oout reviews with a database
product from Chess Central’s Sid Pickard. He, like the CD
from ChessBase, takes alook at the Bird Opening, 1 f4. It's
interesting to see that an opening, which so rarely is covered
in regular monographs, all of a sudden gets coverage in two
different CD products at almost the sametime. | will look at
them individually as well as compare them. Enjoy!

Sarting Out: The King's Indian by Joe Gallagher, 2002
Everyman Chess, Figurine Algebraic Notation, Paperback,
176 pp., $16.95.

As mentioned above, this book along with
the book by Emms on the Sicilian
(reviewed below) isthefirst in the what |
imagine will be along series based on the
premise of bringing the basic ideas of an
opening to the reader through plenty of
introductory text, game annotations, hints,
plans and much more. Theoretical
material, which is normally the
dominating area of an opening book, has been cut down to
less than the bare essentials.

To cover the King's Indian in this fashion, Everyman has
found current Swiss resident English GM Joe Gallagher, who
won the 2001 British Championship and who also isalife-
long adherent of the King's Indian for Black. These credits
aside, Gallagher has written several excellent opening books,
including one of my personal favourites Beating The Anti-
Scilian and co-authored the excellent one-volume reference
work Nunn's Chess Openings.

Gallagher opens the introduction by asking the highly
relevant question: "Is the King's Indian the opening for me?"
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Most books assume that just because you want to play the
opening, the opening isright for you. Well, time to wake up,
it isn't necessarily so. | played the King's Indian for awhile,
but | probably couldn't have found a worse opening.
Therefore this introduction would have been agodsend if |
had seen it some 12 years ago, when | wasted too many
black games playing according to aplan that | didn't really
agree with. Let's see What Gallagher writes to steer usin the
right direction: "If your attitude to playing Black in chessis
to try to neutralize White' s slight advantage b careful
defensive play, then the answer is no. In that case you should
be looking for a book on something like the Queen's Gambit
Declined or the Queen's Indian.

If, on the other hand, you are a bit of arisk taker, you want to
battle for the initiative right from the start, launch counter-
attacks rather than meekly reacting to the opponents threats
and lure White into over-extending himself, then the answer
Is aresounding yes!"

Then he moves on to tell us alittle bit about the history and
popularity of the King's Indian. The last part of the
introduction has the headline "Objective and layout". Here
Gallagher tells us alittle bit more about the aim of the
present book: "As can gauged from the title, thisis not an
opening book aimed at the expert player who has already
played the King's Indian for many years (although it may
still serve as a useful refresher course in the basic King's
Indian strategy). Instead it should be of most use to
inexperienced players or slightly more experienced players
who wish to take up the King's Indian for the first time.
Heavy theoretical variations have been kept to a minimum
and the emphasis has been placed on explaining the ideas
behind the moves in the early stages of the game”.

He continues: "The opening has been covered in a systematic
manner and the material split into ten chapters. By far the
most important variation in the King's Indian is the Classical
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and thisisreflected by the fact that it takes up the first four
chapters. Each of the other mgjor variations has its own
chapter devoted to it while the final chapter covers a number
of the lesser played systems. Each chapter is then further
split up into several sub-sections and the variations are
examined through a short theoretical section followed by
illustrative games. Throughout the book, | have drawn
attention to the most important King's Indian concepts by the
way of notes, tips and warnings. There is also a sprinkling of
exercisesto test you on some of the recurring tactical themes
in the King's Indian."

Before looking closer at the contents, let's have alook at how
itisdivided up:

. Introduction (3 pages)

. TheClassical Variation

. 1 Alternativesto 7 0-0 (17 pages)

. 270-0: Alternativesto 7...Nc6 (14 pages)

. 370-0Nc6: Main Linewith 9 Nel (19 pages)
. 47 0-0Nc6: Alternatives to 9 Nel (18 pages)
. Other Variations

. 5 The Samisch Variation (24 pages)

. 6 The Fianchetto Variation (19 pages)

. 7 The Four Pawns Attack (18 pages)

. 8 The Averbakh Variation (11 pages)

. 9 White Plays an Early h2-h3 (13 pages)

. 10 Other Systems (12 pages)

. Solutions to Exercises (2 pages)

Each chapter as well as sub-section in the chapters start with
an introduction of some sort to the variation that is covered,
discussing relevant issues. One such topic is covered under
the headline "lsn't the knight badly placed on the edge" in the
coverage of the Modern 7...Nab line that arises after 1 d4
Nf62c4 g6 3Nc3Bg74e4d65Nf30-06Be2e570-0
Nao.
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T Thisis by the way what

E . ;Q-Q | :”Ei ; Gallaghe>; has toaywy about it
X1’ ,:,/,-t-@—-t "On a superficial reading of the
a fif ﬁ,,i/ position the knight is indeed
% / ,?if, / badly placed on the edge of the

: £ % / board. The move would appear to
go against the basic chess
pri nciples of controlling the
center. However, once we look a
little more closely we can see that
thisis not the case. White will not be able to hold the tension
in the center forever and at some point he is going to take on
e5 or play d5. In both cases the knight is poised to jump into
c5, one of its best squares in the King's Indian. On other
occasions Black, himself, may relieve the central tension by
playing ...e5xd4 and here, too, the square c5 becomes
available to the knight. If for some reason Black is unable to
play ...Nc5 then there is an alternative method of bringing it
back into play: ...c7-c6, followed by ...Nc7 and ...Ne6."

Very informative and instructive. The same goes for other
discussions throughout the book, and these alone will help
any newcomersto the King's Indian get avery good idea of
what the underlying strategies, plans, set-ups, pawn
structures, etc., are all about.

These introductions are followed by avery sketchy yet often
relevant comments to the main theoretical pointsin the
particular line. Next he asks the question: "Theoretical ?',
which is where you are being told whether it isimportant or
not to spend your waking hours studying the theory of the
variation being discussed. Then he looks at the statistics,
how the line scores percentage-wise and how many games he
found with the line in his database. This, however, can be
guite deceptive as we don't know what kind of database he
has, or at what level the games were played. For comparison
| can mention an example | came across when writing my
next book; aline had been played some 25 times with Black
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scoring a respectable 50% against reasonably high-rated
opponents, but a closer inspection revealed that it was one
lowly-rated GM who had played all the games, and what
seemed to be pre-arranged draws in one tournament after the
other in Budapest, so it's popularity was false and so was its
relative merit. However, to his credit, it should be said that
Gallagher usually tells his readers what to look out for. An
example from chapter 2: "After 7...Nab (including 7 Be3
Na6 8 0-0) White has scored 57% from 1600 games. Not
bad, but what is very interesting is that in the position after
13...Qe7, the main line from Game 7, White has only
managed 46% from just over 100 games. With 8 Rel White
has scored 58%." Again complimentsto Gallagher for his
intelligent use of statistics, which can easily be abused to the
point where they don't make any sense.

Then in the coverage of each line, Gallagher presents us with
two or three intelligently chosen examples, games which are
amix of winsfor both White and Black, as well as some
draws. The games are annotated with mainly narrative text,
although he gives us some relevant variations. The
annotations are insightful and contain plenty of good advice;
the most important ones have been written in bold asif to
make it stick better. Some of these are:

Do not move your knightsto b6 in the King's
Indian

The idea of playing ...ab to secure the c5-sgquare
for a black knight is seen throughout the book.
Thisis one of Black's key strategical ideasin the
King's Indian

In such positions the dark-squared bishop is
usually worth at least a rook. With all the key
pawns on light squares the dark squaresin both
camps are extremely vulnerable

...and many others. The only thing that bothered me about

file:///C|/Cafe/hansen/hansen.htm (6 of 23) [07/02/2002 8:05:23 PM]



Checkpoint

the games was that there is no index of complete games. It
could easily have been added without much extra work.

Finally each chapter ends with a summary, that draws aline
through everything we have been shown on the previous
pages. Let's have alook at one of the games with the author
himself in action. The notes are those by Gallagher in the
present book.

Zlotnikov-Gallagher Arosa 1996

1d4Nf62c4963Nc3Bg74e4d65h30-06Bg5Na6 7
Bd3 e58d5 Qe8 9 g4 Nd7 10 Nge2 Ndc5

Theimmediate 10...f5 has also been played but the text is
more accurate. Black wants to be in a position to recapture
with the bishop, if White takes on 5.

11 Bc2f512 a3

Warning: This may look like an unassuming little move but
a3 spells danger for Black in this system. Whiteis
threatening to lock the knight on a6 out of the game. Black
is forced to take action immediately and that means
exchanging in the center.

12...fxed 13 Nxe4?

White should have played 13 b4 Nd3+ 14 Bxd3 exd3 15
Qxd3 in order to try to keep the knight on a6 out of the
game. | had envisaged a neat way to get the beast back into
play: 15...e4 16 Qc2 c5! 17 b5 Nb4! although the position is
just unclear.

13...Nxed 14 Bxed Nc5 15 Nc3

It is essential for White to keep a piece on e4 to prevent
Black from advancing his e-pawn. Black must take quick
action as if White has the time to consolidate then his
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blockade of e4 will give him a positional advantage.
15...b5!

Not deep, but avisually
surprising move. Of course 16
NXb5 isimpossible, but Black's
main point isthat after 16 cxb5
Nxed 17 Nxed Qxb5 the position
has opened and White'sking is
very exposed. White prefersto
give up apawn to retain the
blockade.
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16 Be3 Nxe4 17 Nxed bxc4 18 Qc2 Qb5 19 0-0-0

The white king had a choice of evils.

19...Bd7 20 Rhel

White plans to use his rooks on the second rank to defend b2.
20...Qab 21 Nc3 Rae8?! 22 Rd2 Rb8!

Tip: Always admit your mistakes. Don't be embarrassed or
too pigheaded to retrace your stepsif that iswhat the
position requires.

23 Qed Rb3 24 Rc2 Rfb8 25 Ree2

White has successfully defended his main weakness on b2. It
is hard to see how Black can make further progress on the
gueenside. How can he increase the pressure? Well, ever
since White played Qe4 the old adage that aqueen isabad
blockader (the queen istoo strong a piece to be reduced to
the role of blockader) would not leave my head. If only the
gueen could be attacked then the white position is sure to fall

apart.
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25...g5!!

| particularly enjoyed the fact that the two key movesin this
game were sacrifices of the knight's pawn (15...b5!). Black's
plan issimple - to transfer his bishop to g6. The move ...g6-
g5 had to be played at once other wise White could prevent
is the manoeuvre with h4-h5,

26 Bxg5 Be8 27 f4

White allows the opening of the long diagonal in order to get
some vague attacking chances of his own against the black
king. The best chance was 27 Qf5 as after 27...Bg6 28 Qe6+
Kh8 29 Bf6 Bxc2 30 Bxg7+ Kxg7 31 Qe7+ White scrambles
adraw by perpetual. Black shouldn't be so greedy. With
28...Bf7 29 Qf5 c6! his big center gives him the better
Prospects.

27...exf4 28 Qxf4 Bxc3!

Thisis not the sort of move one should play lightly and |
didn't. | used up most of my remaining time making sure
there would be no nasty surprises on the weakened dark
squares around my king.

29 bxc3 Qxa3+ 30 Kd2 Rxc3!?

Thisis actually the safest move in the position as with best
play it leads to a very favourable endgame.

31 Rxe8+?

The main line was 31 Rxc3 Rb2+ 32 Rc2 (32 Kd1 Ba4+ 33
Rcc2 Rbl+) 32 ..Rxc2+ 33 Kxc2 Qd3+ 34 Kcl Qxe2 35 Bh6
Qe7 which should be winning for Black.

31...Rxe8 32 Rxc3 Qa2+! 33 Rc2

Or 33 Kd1 Qe2+ 34 Kcl Qel+ 35 Kc2 Re2+ and Black
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wins.

33...Qa5+ 34 Rc3 Qxd5+ 35 Kcl Rel+ 36 Kb2 Qb5+ 37
Ka2 Re2+ Whiteresigns.

In conclusion, | must say that | am very impressed by this
book. Gallagher has done an excellent job in relaying in the
ins and outs of the King's Indian to us in terms so everybody
can understand what this exciting opening is all about. The
presentation is generally objective, but isbasically from
Black's perspective, with only alimited number of
variations. | highly recommend this book to those players
who are planning to take up the King's Indian or have just
taken it up, and who may not be rated much higher than
USCF 2000. So far one of the best opening books this year
for players at thislevel..

My assessment of this CD; #sddsds

Order Sarting Out: The King's Indian
by Joe Gallagher

Sarting Out: The Scilian by John Emms, 2002 Everyman
Chess, Figurine Algebraic Notation, Paperback, 174 pp.,
$16.95.

From Gallagher we jump to another co-
author of Nunn's Chess Openings and the sicilian
another British GM, John Emms, who
long ago made a name for himself asan
author several good opening manuals, the
latest being his repertoire book Attacking
with 1 e4, which was far better than its
companion volume on 1 d4.

The present book is built around the same format as the one
on the King's Indian, with the exception that this book does
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not favor either side. Emms has tried to avoid it altogether,
and that seems to have worked, because the chapters are very
informative. For example, in the summary of the Ngdorf
Variation, we are told the following:

. 1) The Ngjdorf is an ideal weapon for ambitious
players who are not afraid of learning opening theory.

. 2) Traditionally, 6 Bg5 has been the most aggressive
and theoretical response to the Ngjdorf. One of Black's
responses to this is the notorious Poisened Pawn
Variation, afavourite of both Bobby Fischer and Garry
Kasparov.

. 3) The English Attack is arelatively fresh system
which isless complex but just as aggressive as 6 Bgb.

. 4) White players looking for aquieter life will find that
6 Be2 should suit them.

Thisisin sharp contrast to the book that came out last year
by Danny Kopec Mastering The Scilian, where the author
endorsed certain variations such as, for example, the Pseudo-
Dragon (1 e4 ¢5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nfé 5 Nc3 Ncb6
6 Bc4 Bd7 followed by 7...g6) and in general was extremely
prejudiced against Black.

However while Kopec's book was one-sided when it came to
coverage of the theory, it also contained some interesting
discussions on the pawn structures in each of the lines of the
Sicilian. We don't find anything similar in Emms' book, so if
you want to supplement your knowledge on this
extraordinarily important feature, then you may want to
consult Kopec's.

Despite having only 174 pagesto cover al linesin the
Sicilian, Emms has done a remarkable job in presenting
everything that is relevant in general considerations,
although | still feel that he is somewhat more sketchy in his
descriptions and explanations than Gallagher isin the King's
Indian book. This of course stems from the fact that the
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Sicilian may have much greater material to cover than the
King's Indian. In the King's Indian, Black's ideas are
generally the similar from one line to the next, whereas in the
Sicilian, you often cannot recognize that we are talking about
the same opening, e.g., alone in the Ngjdorf we have the
Poisoned Pawn Variation: 1 e4 ¢c52 Nf3d6 3d4 cxd4 4
Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 a6 6 Bg5 e6 7 f4 Qb6 8 Qd2 Qxb2, the
Polugaevsky Variation: 1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4
Nf6 5 Nc3 a6 6 Bg5 e6 7 f4 b5 8 €5 dxe5 9 fxeb Qc7 10
exf6 Qeb5+, and the Classical Najdorf: 1 e4 c5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4
cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 a6 6 Be2 5 7 Nb3. These lines
alone cover more kinds of ositions than you will find
anywhere in the King's Indian.

The material isdivided up as follows:

. Introduction (3 pages)

. 1 The Dragon Variation (20 pages)

. 2 The Nagdorf Variation (22 pages)

. 3 The Scheveningen Variation (22 pages)
. 4 The Sveshnikov Variation (15 pages)
. 5TheClassical Variation (17 pages)

. 6 Other Open Sicilians (28 pages)

. 7 BDb5 Systems (12 pages)

. 8 Thec3 Sicilian (13 pages)

. 9 Other Systems (15 pages)

. Solution to Exercises (1 page)

For obvious reasons alot of material isno more than
superficially covered, while some isignored atogether. This
fact detracts from the total value of the book and makes you
wish that Emms had been given some more pages to work
with, but that was unfortunately not the case.

Asin the Gallagher book, each line gets a small introduction,
usually with alittle history attached to it to makeit alittle
more interesting. Then follows the short theoretical
presentation, then a sketchy outlining of typical strategiesfor
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both sides. Like Gallagher we are informed whether it's
necessary to burn the midnight oil learning theory by heart or
if we can work the right ideas out as we go along. We aso
get alook into the statistical side of the line under
examination. Here Emms quotes Megabase 2002 religiously
by name asif he were paid for that too. Incidentally he calls
it "a database of over two million top class games', whichiis,
as many of us know, abit of an exaggeration.

To round the coverage of each line off, there is a selection of
illustrative games, usually 2-3 per line. These are generally
guite representative for the variation covered, but given the
material he hasto cover in each line, he often has to ignore
many alternatives. One exampleisthe very first linethat is
covered in the book, the Yugoslav Attack of the Sicilian
Dragon; undeniably aline that you will never finish catching
up with the latest theoretical developments.

Just to remind ourselves what the Yugoslav Attack is, itis
the position that arises after 1 e4 ¢5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4
Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3 g6 6 Be3 Bg7 7 £3, and now both White
and Black can branch off into amillion (well, amost!)
different minor lines. Emmsin his Illustrative Games section
gives us three games, the first two continuing with 7...0-0 8
Qd2 Nc6 9 Bc4 Bd7, with the first branching out to 10 0-0-0
Rc8 11 Bb3 Ne5 12 h4 Nc4 while inn the second, we see 10
h4 Rc8 11 Bb3 h5 12 0-0-0 Ne5. In the third game, Emms
shows us a game with 9 0-0-0 d5!?. If you know a little about
the Dragon, you will know that this doesn't even scratch the
surface, but is more like adrop of water on the windshield in
tropical storm; it's there, but not enough for you to notice it.

With more material to cover, the game annotations suffer alittle too, given
that he cannot go into as much depth as Gallagher. For example, take alook at
the following game, which is a good representative example of what you will
see throughout the book. The game is one by the young Anand. The notes are
those by Emmsin the book.

Anand-Ye Jiangchuan Kuala Lumpur 1989
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1e4c52Nf3e6

In the introduction to the Scheveningen you will have
noticed that Black played 2...d6 and 5...e6, but these moves
are interchangeable.

3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nf6 5 Nc3d6 6 g4 h6 7 Rgl Nc6 8 h4 h5
9 gxh5 Nxh5 10 Bg5 Nf6 11 Be2

White devel ops another piece and supports the possible
advance h4-h5. White could also prepare queenside castling
with 11 Qd2.

11...a6

Black more often than not plays this movein the
Scheveningen. Two of its more obvious attributes are that it
prevents a white piece coming to b5 and it prepares an
eventua ...b7-b5.

Note: ...a7-a6 isatypical Sicilian move,
12 h5Bd7 13 Qd2 Be7

Another idea here isto begin queenside counterplay with
...b5.

14 0-0-0 Qc77?

Black prepares to castle queenside. Outwardly, there seems
nothing wrong with this move, but it allows a powerful white
sequence. 14...b5, with aroughly level position, would have
been stronger.

15 h6!
This move completely justifies White's previous play.

15...gxh6 16 Bxf6! Bxf6
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17 Nf5!!

If Blck captures with the e6-
pawn, then this leaves the d5-
square vulnerable to attack and
Black especially has to watch out
for the c3-knight hopping into
this square.

Note: Knight sacrifices on the f5-

square are not uncommon in the Sicilian.

17...Ber

17 ...exf5is met by the brilliant 18 Nd5 Qd8 19 Qxh6!! and
Black islost (19...Rxh6 allows 20 Rg8 mate.

18 Nxe7 Kxe7?

18. ..Nxe7 is more resilient, although White is clearly on the

offensive.

19 Rg3!

In some cases the rook can swing over to d3 and attack the

vulnerable d6-pawn.

19...b5 20 Qf4 Rad8 21 Qh4+ K 8 22 Bxb5!

Another typical Sicilian sacrifice. Now 22...axb5 loses after
23 Nxb5 Qa5 24 Nxd6+ Kf8 25 Qf6 Rh7 26 Rdgl Ne7 27

Rg7!.

Warning: Beware of Bxb5 sacrificesin the Sicilian.

22...Ne5 23 Be2 Qc5 24 Bh5 Rf8

Of course, 24 ...Qxf2 loses to 25 Rg8+.

25 f4 Nc6 26 e5!
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Threatening Ne4.

26...d5 27 Bxf7+!

The final combination.

27...Rxf7

Or 27...Kxf7 28 Qh5+ Ke7 29 Rg7+ and White mates.
28 Rg8+ Qf8

Black isforced to give up his queen. 28...Rf8 29 Qh5+ Ke7
30 Rg7+ again mates for White.

29 Rxf8+ Rxf8 30 Qh5+ Ke7 31 Qxh6 Black resigns.

Some closing comments: This book coversalot of groundin
relatively few pages and therefore alot of the coverageisa
bit too lightweight. Nevertheless, thisisavery informative
book, and players up to about USCF 1800-1900 should be
able to benefit from and learn the principles of the Sicilian
Defence for both Black and White.

My assessment of this CD: &

Order Sarting Out: The Scilian
by John Emms
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Bird-Opening (CD-ROM) by Dmitri
Oleinikov, 2002 ChessBase GmbH, Figurine

Algebraic Notation, CD-ROM, $29.95 {_
| will be perfectly honest with you, that | rf'.
don't know agreat deal about Bird's

Opening, but | know that it is not called

"Bird-Opening" as Oleinikov and ChessBase

have named it. It was named after the Englishman Henry
Bird, who was a man with many truly original ideasin the
opening.

%

The present CD contains five main e ements:

. 1) Bird-Base - database with more than 15000 games

. 2) Bird-Tree - variation tree covering al of the Bird

. 3) Bird Training Tactics - 23 examples

. 4) Bird Training Strategy - 24 examples

. 5) Bird Instructor - with 13 texts and 200 selected
games

Thereis nothing really to say about the first two elements;
they have to be on a CD such as this. Regarding the database,
in my own database in a search under ECO codes A02 and
A03 found no less than just over 14600 games, so | have to
assume that most of the games are already accessible from
other sources.

The training databases are quite interesting, but in my
opinion it wouldn't have been too difficult to come up with
many more examples. To me the most interesting part of the
CD isthefifth element (no, not the movie...!), the Bird
Instructor. That element of the CD is divided into following
segments:

. 01 Contents

. 02 How to use thisCD

. 03 Introduction

. 04 Black classical set up
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. 05 Black king-side fiancetto [sic!]
. 06 Black king-side fiancetto without d5
. 07 From gambit accepted

. 08 From gambit declined

. 09 Neo-From 2...Nc6

. 10 Schlechter defence ...Bg4

. 11 Symmetrical line 1 f4 {5

. 12 Rare continuations

. 13 Useful additional information
. 14 McDonnel [sic!] on Bird

. + 200 selected games

To start with the last first, the games, many of them
annotated by Oleinikov, are of very inconsistent quality,
varying from games like Larsen-Spassky, Amsterdam
Interzonal 1964 to the following beauty:

Rasmussen,M - Rosenberg,J [A02] Politiken Cup
Copenhagen (10), 13.07.1999

1f4e52fxe5d6 3Nf3 Nc6 4 exd6 Bxd6 5 e4 Bg4 6 Bb5
Bd7 7 d3 a6 8 Ba4 b5 9 Bb3 Bg4 10 Bxf7+ Kd7 11 Bxg8
Rxg8 12 Be3 Ne5 13 Nxe5+ Bxeb 14 Qxgd+ Kc6 15 Qeb+
and, needless to say, White went on to win.

| find it hard to determine how the games were chosen, but clearly some, like
the above example, should not have been included in that selection.

In segment 14, we are dealing with a chess magazine
clipping, where G.A. MacDonnell has afew words to say
about Henry Bird. Why MacDonnell's name got butchered
on the contents page | don't know, but this type of mistake,
obvious typos, spelling errors and the like are littered
throughout this part of the CD, leaving us with the
impression that neither the author nor editor are particularly
concerned about these little mistakes that are so completely
unnecessary and equally easy to correct.

In segment 3, the Introduction, we see the following
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statement: "This CD presents a compl ete opening system as
White, based on the Bird Opening - 1 f4 - perhaps the
soundest non-gambit opening available, which isalso rare
and unusual ."

Excuse me, but isthere any part of this statement that is
actually true? Perhaps the part about the CD presenting a
complete opening system for White. But "...perhaps the
soundest non-gambit opening available, which is also rare
and unusual" is one of the oddest statements | have seenin
an opening book . An opening that has been played 15,000
timesisnot rare, it's areasonably popular opening, although
perhaps not among IMs and GMs, even if some, like Danish
GM Henrik Danielsen, play it enthusiastically. If we follow
his definition of a rare opening, the Richter-Rauzer in the
Sicilian (1 e4 ¢5 2 Nf3 d6 3 d4 cxd4 4 Nxd4 Nfé 5 Nc3 d6 6
Bgb) is even rarer with only about 13,000 games in my
database. | don't think anybody iswilling to make the claim
that the Richter-Rauzer is arare opening.

However, the rest of the segments are very well-written and
informative. They are full of diagramsthat illustrate what is
being described, plenty of linksto relevant games,
discussions of typical plans for both sides and much, much
more.

Thisisjust what | was looking for, something that gives me
as areader alook into how this opening is understood and
played by those who know it well, very much unlike me.

That being said, | am tremendously disappointed with the
annotations to the annotated games. Often the annotations
consist of only one or two comments to the entire game,
which of courseis hardly sufficient.

Bottom line, this CD both has its highs and its lows, but for

people with interest in this fascinating opening, thisCD is
something you should seriously consider investing in.
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My assessment of this CD: #

Order Bird-Opening (CD)
by Dmitri Oleinikov

The Big Bird PowerBase (CD-ROM) by Sid Pickard, 2002
Pickard & Son, Publishers, Figurine Algebraic Notation,
$29.95

This CD is also about the Bird, but its contents are
significantly different:

. A huge database of 35,438 games (compared with just
over 15,000 on the previous CD!)

. 509 main annotated games

. Nearly 1,000 further games with medals, critical marks,
evaluations, etc.

. Detailed opening key with over 1650 classification
positions

. 5theme keys and clean indexes

. 4 text documentsincl. H.E. Bird essays and photos

. A giant tree database, plus specialized Fritz books
(From's, Stonewall, Leningrad)

. Complete PGN files

. Bonus database of selected odds games with Bird's
Opening.

While | don't know much about Sid
Pickard's abilities as an author, | have -y
for awhile known about his research
capabilities, asthis has been his
function on several products from his
own publishing company as well as on
abook on the Latvian, that he co-
authored with GM Anatoly Lein some
years back.
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The contents of the CD is staggering. Most noteworthy is the
more than 20,000 extra games he has managed to dig up on
Bird's Opening compared to the Oleinikov CD. The majority
of these games come from the databases of the ICC from
which an enormous amount has been included on this CD.
Even if many of these games were played with short time,
they can contain some quality and theoretical value if the
players are strong enough. Many of these games are played
by GMs or IMs, so by carefully going through the games,
you may be able to detect some valuable information, while
some games could have and should have been purged, but
that's why there are 20,000 extra games. It should also be
added that there are many games that arise through other
move orders such as the reversed Stonewall, that often start
with 1 d4 d5, with f4 often only coming in on move 4, 5 or 6.

Thereis ashort biography on Henry Bird, a biography that
also includes the same MacDonnell text that could be found
on the Oleinikov CD.

While Pickard doesn't have the same run-through of game
plan, tactics and strategy like Oleinikov has, heis quite
confident that you have everything you need to start playing
Bird's Opening.

In the 'Getting Started' section he writes: "This CD contains
everything you need to become an expert at Bird's Opening:
a giant database of games, lots of notes, refined search tools,
opening treesfor Fritz - even alist of books that serious 1.4
players should collect. We will examine some of these
features in a moment, but first let us discuss what
preconditions must be met before anyone sets out to ‘ get
good’ at Bird's Opening. That's right, we need to talk about
the mental equipment Y OU will bring to the table.

"Before that first tournament 1.f4 game, thereisa
fundamental question that must be answered: ‘Do you
believe in Bird's Opening? The question is not whether it's
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good enough, or passable - but doesit satisfy every condition
required of afirst rate, primary opening system for White?
Frankly, if the answer isnot ‘Yes!’ you're probably wasting
your time. It does no good to play 1.f4 with atrembling,
sweaty hand. Y ou must screw that pawn onto f4 with full
confidence, certain that nobody can trick you or find some
hidden refutation. Only that kind of faith will see you
through the crisis that comesin every game.”

How do the two CDs compare? They are two different birds
of afeather (pun intended), and it isreally difficult to
recommend one over the other, as each has its pros and cons.

| like Oleinikov's detailed examination of typical ideas
against the various set-ups for Black, but his section with
annotated games is absolutely appalling, and his database is
unimpressive. Pickard doesn't have anything similar to
Oleinikov's examination, but the size of the database is
staggering, and the inclusion of the many annotated by the
best players from the 19th and beginning of the 20th century
Is absolutely first class and worth every penny of the price of
the CD. Thereforeif you can afford it and you have a distinct
interest in Bird's Opening, buy both. If you have to buy one,
it depends on your strength, players up to around USCF 1500
will probably benefit more from Oleinikov's approach, while
those rated higher than 1500 will have more use of Pickard's
CD.

My assessment of this CD: @

Order The Big Bird PowerBase (CD)
by Sid Pickard
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The Ratings

® _A poor book, not recommended.

*2 __Nota particularly good book, but perhaps useful for some
readers.

S9% _ A useful book.

Peee _ Good book, recommended.

SHPEP _ xcdlent book, highly recommended.

Copyright 2002 Carsten Hansen. All rights reserved.

ABOUT THE
TOP OF PAGE HOME COLUMNS LINKS ARCHIVES EHESS CAFE

[The Chess Cafe Home Page] [Book Reviews] [Bulletin Board] [Columnists]
[Endgame Studies] [The Skittles Room] [Archives]
[Links] [Online Bookstore] [About The Chess Cafe] [Contact Us|

Copyright 2002 CyberCafes, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
"The Chess Cafe®" is aregistered trademark of Russell Enterprises, Inc.

file:///C|/Cafe/hansen/hansen.htm (23 of 23) [07/02/2002 8:05:23 PM]


file:///C|/Cafe/Default.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/column/column.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/links/links.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/archives/archives.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/about/Aboutcc.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/default.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/REVIEWS/books.HTM
file:///C|/Cafe/board/board.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/column/column.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/endgame/endgame.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/skittles/skittles.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/archives/archives.htm
file:///C|/Cafe/links/links.htm
http://store.yahoo.com/chesscafe
file:///C|/Cafe/about/Aboutcc.htm
mailto:info@chesscafe.com

	Local Disk
	Checkpoint


