The Informant at ChessCafe.com

BOOH ENDGAME BEHKITTLES BOOHKSTORE
oM E REWIEWS STUDIES Gls sl ] & EMPORIWM

ChessCafe.com
9.Nbd2!? in the CO2 French Defense

Milan Bjelajac

International master Misha Pap achieved a very nice win against GM Dragan
Kosic at the International Open tournament in Bosnjaci. Aside from the great
aesthetic quality of the game, it also contained a very important theoretical
novelty.

COLUMNISTS

IM Pap played a variation of the French Defense (C02) that sacrifices the d4-
pawn and after the tactical continuation 9.Nbd2!? he introduced the novelty

m 15.Ne5!?, which is an improvement on 15.Rel as played in Ji. Nun —
Schimttdiel, Prague 1990.

@ § Because the theory of 9.Nbd2!? is still developing, and the strong interest
( : h e SH( : 9 ,‘ﬂ Com ShO\{Vh among French Defense practitioners, we pre_sent _this theoretical survey
: to give a complete history on the status of this continuation.
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1.e4e62.d4d53.e5c54. c3Nc6 5. Nf3 Qb6 6. Bd3 cd4
7.cd4 Bd7 8. 0-0 Nd4 9. Nbd2!?

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Nd42 Qe23 Nb3 Bf4 Radl4 Rd3 Nd4 Rd4
1 equal
Bc5i Bd4 Ne7 Nc6 Nb4 Nd3 Bb5 Qd4 Be2s

Nd4  Nf36 Be32 Qb310 Racl Rfel Bbl Qd3 th
wi
compensation
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Ne7 Qd4  Qb6Z Qds® Nc6 Qb8 Be7  0-0 g6l

Nd4 Nf3 Be3l3 Nd4 Qd2 Bf5 Racl Rc2 .
with
compensation
Nh6 Qd4  Qb6l2 Qdsl4 g6 Nf5  gf5 Be7 Rc81S

Nf3 Nd4 Qd3 Be3 Rfcll” Bd4 Bc5 Bd6 "
Wi

compensation
Nf3 Bb51& Bd3 Bc5 Ne7 Bd4 Qd8 0-0 fel8

Nb3 Be3 Rcl Nc5 Bc5  Ne5!?2L Qb322 Ba3 -
wi
compensation
Nc6 Nge7i® Qc7 Ng6é Bc520 Nge5 Qeb b623 Qf4'24

1

9...h6 10. Nd4 Qd4 11. Nf3 Qa4 [11... Qb6 see 9... Nf3] 12. Qe2 Ne7 13. b3
Qab 14. Bd2 Qd8 15. b4 Nc6 16. Rab1 Be7 17. Rb3 Rc8 18. a3 0-0 [18... K8
19. Bc3 g6 20. Qd2 d4 21. Bal Kg7 22. Be4 (and White is slightly better)
Nun,Ji — Mojzis,J, Hradec Kralove 1992] 19. Bb1 with compensation, with
attack

2

10. b3 Ne7 11. Bb2 Nef5 12. Bf5? Nf5 [and Black is superior] Brauer,H —
Tabibzada,A, Neumuenster 1998; 12. a4!?; 10. b4 Qb4 11. Rb1 [11. Nd4 Bd4
12. Rb1 Qc3 13. Qe2 Bb6 14. Kh1 Ne7 15. Nb3 Qb4 16. Be3 Qh4 17. Nc5?!
Bc6 18. a3 d4 0 : 1 Klimes,M — Kubala,P, Plzen 1997; 17. f41?] Qc3 12. Nb3
Nf3 13. Qf3 Bf8 14. Bb2 Qc7 15. Rfcl Bc6 16. Nd4 with compensation

3

11. Nf3 Ne7 [11... Bc5 see 9... Nf3] 12. Nd4 Qd4 13. Khl Qe5 14. Rel Qf6 15.
Qh5 h6 16. Re3 Ng6 17. Qd5 Bc6 18. Qc5 Ne7 19. Re2 0-0 20. Qh5?! Rfd8
21. Bc2 Rd5 22. Qh3 Bb5 0 : 1 Brady,C — O'Kearney,S, Ireland (ch) 1997; 20.
Be3!?; 12. a4!? with compensation

4
14. Bg3? Nd3 15. Qd3 Bb2 16. Rabl Bb5 [and Black is winning] Scherber,P —
Lenhardt,M, Dortmund (open) 1993

]
18. Rcl Kd7 19. Rd2 Bb5 20. Rdc2 Bc6 21. Be3 equal

6

11. Qe2 Nc6 12. Nf3 Qg4 13. h3 Qh5 14. a3 Be7 15. b4 0-0 16. b5 Na5 17.
Kh2 f6 [and Black is slightly better] Baron Rodriguez,Je — Ramon Perez,J,
Aragon 2003

7
11... Qa4 12. b3 Qa5 13. Bd2 Qd8 14. Rel h6 15. b4! a6 16. a4 Nc6 17. Rbl
Be7 18. b5 ab5 19. ab5 Na5 20. Nd4
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a) 20... Nc4 21. Bc4 dc4 22. Qg4 g6 23. Qed Bc8 24. b6! (and White is
superior) Qd5 25. Nb5 Qe4 26. Re4 Ra2 27. Rc4 Bd7 28. Bcl! [28. Nc7 Kf8
with the idea Kg7; 28. Be3 Bb5 29. Rc8 Bd8 30. Rb5 Ral 31. Rcl Rcl 32. Bcl
Kd7] 0-0? 29. Nc3! Rc2 30. Bh6 Ra8 31. Rc7 Rd8 32. h3 Bc6 33. Re7 Rc3 34.
Bg5 [and White is winning] Nun,Ji — Razuvaev, Yuri, Sochi 1989; 20. Bb5 only
move; b) 20... 0-0!? 21. Qg4 [21. Re3!?] Bgb 22. f4 Be7 23. f5 Bg5 unclear
Knaak,R

8

12. Ng5 h6 13. Nh7 Bb5 14. Nf8 Kf8 15. Rel Bd3 16. Qd3 Ng6 17. b3 Kg8
18. Bb2 Qd8 19. g3 h5 20. f4 Ne7 21. h3 Nf5 22. Kg2 Rc8 23. Re2 Rh6 [and
Black is slightly better] Novy,V — Hadraba,V, Klatovy 2003; better is 23. Racl

9

12... Qb2 13. Rb1 Qa2 14. Ral Qb2 15. Bd4 Qb4 16. Rb1 Qa5 17. Rb7 with
compensation, development advantage; 12... Qc7 13. Rc1 Nc6 14. Qc2 [14.
Bb5 Be7 15. Bc5 Be5 16. Re5 0-0 17. Bc6 Be6 18. Qe2 Rac8 19. Rfcl Qb6
20. R1c3 Bd7 21. Qc2 Rc5 22. Re5 Bb5 [and Black is slightly better] Haba,P —
Goloshchapov,A, Cappelle la Grande 1998] h6 15. a3 g5 [unclear] Sylbing,G -
L'Ami,E, Soest 1999

10
13. Nd4 Nc6 14. f4 Bcb [and Black is slightly better] Brady,C — Hynes,K,
Ireland (ch) 1992; 13. b4!? with compensation, development advantage

11
18. Bh6 Rc8 [18... f6 19. Bf8 Qf8 20. a3 [and White is slightly better] Nun,Ji —
Karnik,P, Pardubice 1992] 19. Qe3 with compensation

12
11... Qa4 12. Bc2 Qa5 13. Nd4 [with compensation] Pucovski,M — Petkovic,R,
Backa Palanka 2001

13

file:///C|/cafe/informant/informant.htm (3 of 7) [5/11/2005 11:02:17 PM]



The Informant at ChessCafe.com

12. a4 a5 13. Ng5 Be7 14. Nh7 Nf5 15. Ng5 Rc8 16. Bf5 ef5 17. Nf3 [ 17. Qd5
Qg6 with compensation with attack] Rc4 18. Be3 [18. Qd5 Rg4!?] d4!? [18...
Qg6!?] 19. Bd4 Qh6 [unclear] 20. Rc1!? Ba4 21. Rc4 Bd1 22. Rd1 0-0 [22...
Qe6 with the idea 23. Rc7 Qb3] 23. Rc7 [with compensation] Nun,Ji —
Pastircak, CSSR 1989; 12. b4 Be7 [12... Bb5!?; 12... Nf5!?] 13. Be3 Qb4 [13...
Qd8 14. Bh6 gh6 15. Rb1 a6 16. a4 Rc8 17. Rel Rc3 18. b5 [and White is
slightly better] Tleptsok,R — Dydy,K, Maikop 2004] 14. Rb1 with
compensation, development advantage

14

12... Bc5 13. Bh6 gh6 14. Qd2 Bf8 15. Racl Bg7 16. Rc3 0-0 17. Rb3 Qc7 18.
Bb1 Bc6 19. Rel Rae8 20. Nd4 [and White is slightly better] Nun,Ji — Haba,P,
Cesko 1998; 12... Qb2 13. Rb1 Qa2 14. Rb7 Ng4 15. Bd4 with compensation,
development advantage

15
18. Rfcl [with compensation] Humphrey,J — Sedina,E, Mount Buller 2004

ifeTamE
el
g

10... Nh6 see 9... Nh6; 10... Ne7 see 9... Ne7; 10... Rc8 11. Ng5 Nh6 12. Nh7
a) 12... Be7 13. Bh6 gh6 14. Qg4 [and White is superior, with attack, weak

file:///C|/cafe/informant/informant.htm (4 of 7) [5/11/2005 11:02:17 PM]



The Informant at ChessCafe.com

point Rh8, Ke8] Pap,M — Jurkovic,A, Bizovac 2004; b) 12... Bb5 13. Bh6 gh6
14. Bb5 Qb5 15. Rcl bl) 15... Bc5 16. Nf6 Ke7 17. Qf3 [and White is
superior, with attack, weak point Ke7] Smerdon,D — West,G, Melbourne 2004;
b2) 15... Rcl 16. Qcl Bg7 17. Qc8 Ke7 18. Qc7 Qd7 19. Qc5 Kd8 20. Nf6 and
White is slightly better, weak point Kd8; 10... Bc5 a) 11. Qe2 Ne7 12. b4 Qb4
13. Rb1 Qa5 14. Bd2 [14. Rb7 with compensation] Qc7 15. Rfc1 b6 16. Rb4
Bc6 17. Rg4 [with compensation] Novy,V — Blecha,Mil, Cesko 2002/03; b) 11.
b4 Be7 12. Be3 Qd8 13. Nd4 [with compensation] Pucovski,M —
Milosavljevic,Z, Srbija i Crna Gora 2003; ¢) 11. a3 a5 12. Ng5 Bb5 [12... Nh6
13. Nh7 Nf5 14. Qh5 [and White is slightly better, development advantage]
Smerdon,D - Ly,M, Mount Buller 2004] 13. Qh5! g6 14. Qf3 Nh6 15. Bb5
Qb5 16. Ne6 and White is slightly better, development advantage; 15. Ne6!?;
10... h6 a) 11. b4 al1) 11... Ne7 12. Be3 Qd8 [12... Qb4 13. Rb1 with
compensation, development advantage] 13. b5 g6 14. a4 Bg7 15. Qd2 g5 16.
Qb4 [with compensation, development advantage] Nun,Ji — Prandstetter,E,
CSSR 1989; a2) 11... Bb5 12. Be3 Qa6 13. Bb5 Qb5 14. Nd4 Qd7 15. Qd3
Ne7 [15... Bb4 16. Rab1 Bf8 17. Rfc1l Ne7 18. Qb5 with compensation] 16. b5
Ng6 17. f4 Bc5 18. Khl Bd4 19. Bd4 0-0 20. g4 Rfe8 21. Rael Qc7 and Black
is slightly better Klimes,M — Rozmbersky,D, Cesko 1996; b) 11. a4 a5 12. Be3
Qb2 [12... Bc5 13. Bc5 Qc5 14. Qd2 (with compensation) Tempelaar,P — ALA,
Nederland 1994; 14. Qb3!?] 13. Rb1 [13. Nd4!?] Qa3 14. Nd4 Qa4 [14... Ba4
15. Bb5 and White is winning] 15. Qa4 [15. Qf3!? with the idea 15... Bc6 16.
Rb7] Ba4 16. Rb7 with compensation

17

14. b4!? Bd4! [14... Qb4 15. Nb5 and White is slightly better, weak point Ke8;
15. Rab1!?; 14... Bb4 15. a3!?; 15. Nb5!?] 15. Bd4 Qd8 16. Racl Qd7 17. Rc3
0-0 [and Black is slightly better] Pace,C — Sosa,N, Bled (ol) 2002; 17. f4!?

18

17... Re8 18. Rc7 Nf5 19. Qa3 with the idea Racl with compensation; 17... f6
18. Rc7 Nf5 19. Qb5 [with compensation] Brady,C — Clarke, T, Ireland (ch)
1995

19
10... Qc7 11. Bf4

a) 11... f512. Rc1 Nh6 13. Rel g6 14. Nbd4 [with compensation, weak point
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e6, Bd7] Pribik,P — Krecmer,M, corr. 1989; b) 11... Nge7 12. Rc1 [12. Bg3 g6
13. Bf4 Bg7 14. Rcl h6 15. Rel a6 16. h4 (with compensation) Smerdon,D —
Vaidya,C, Kochi 2004] Ng6 13. Bg3 Qb6 14. h4! h5 15. Bg6 fg6 16. Bf4 [with
compensation] Nun,Ji — Bashkov,V, Ostrava 1991

a) 14. Nd7 Qd7 15. Bb5 0-0 16. h4 Bh4 [16... a6 17. Bc6 bc6 18. h5 Nh8 19.
Qa4 Rfc8 20. Nd4 (and White is slightly better) Wittmann,R — Wiley, T,
Stuttgart 2001] 17. Qa4 with compensation; b) 14. b4 bl) 14... Qb8!? 15. Rel
Bc8 16. Na6 [16. b5 Nceb 17. Ne5 Ne5 18. Bf4 Bd6 19. Be5 Be5 20. Qh5 Bf4
21. Rc2 g6 22. Qd5 0-0 23. Qf3 Bh2 24. Kh1 Bd6 (and Black is slightly better)
Baron Rodriguez,Je — Matamoros Franco,C, Malaga 2005; 16. Bb5!?] ba6 17.
Rc6 with compensation, development advantage; b2) 14... a6 15. a4 [with
compensation] 0-0?! 16. b5 ab5 17. ab5 Nce5 18. Ne5 Ne5 19. Ne6 [and
White is superior] Santos,Carlos P — Santos,A, Portugal 1993; 15... Qb8; 15...
Bc5; b3) 14... Bc5 15. Be5 Ngeb 16. b5 Nd3 17. Qd3 Nab5 18. Rfel b6 [ 18...
Qf4 19. Qd5 Qcl 20. Qd6 and White is superior] 19. Bb4 Qb7 20. Nd4 Nc4
[20... g6? 21. Qf3 1 : 0 Nun,Ji — Brodsky,M, Pardubice 1994] 21. Qg3 and
White is superior; Better is 17... Ne5

21
15. Rel Rc8 16. Ba3?! Nd3 17. Qd3 Ne5! 18. Rc7 Nd3 [and Black is superior]
Nun,Ji — Schmittdiel ,E, Prague 1990

22
16. Rell?; 16. Qd2!?

23
16... Qc7; 16... Rb8

24
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18. g3 Qd4! [18... Qf3? 19. Rc6 Bcb 20. Rcl! and White is winning] 19. Rfd1
[19. Bb5 Ne5 and Black is slightly better] Ne5 20. Bb5 Qe4 21. Rc3 with
compensation; 18. Bb5!? Ne5 [18... Na5 19. Bd7 Kd7 20. Qb5 Kd8 21. Rfd1l
and White is superior] 19. Bd7 Nd7 20. Rc2 f6 21. Rfcl Kf7 22. g3 Qh6 23.
Rc7 with compensation; 18. Rfel!? a) 18... Kd8? [weak point Kd8] 19. g3 Qf6
[19... Qf3 20. Re3] 20. Bd6! al) 20... Nd4? 21. Bc7! [21. Qd5?? Bc6! and
Black is winning] Ke8 22. Qd5 [and White is superior, weak point Ke8] Nf3
[22... Rc8 23. f4 Nc6 24. Rc6 Qe7 25. Qf3 Bc6 26. Qcb Qd7 27. Qd7 Kd7 28.
Be5 and White is winning] 23. Kf1 [only move] Rc8 [only move] 24. Bb5 Qe7
[24... Nd2 25. Kg2 Qe7 26. Qb7! and White is winning; 24... Nh2 25. Kg2 Qf3
26. Qf3 Nf3 27. Bd7 Kd7 28. Redl Ke7 29. Kf3 and White is winning; 24...
Bb5 25. Qb5 Ke7 26. Qb4 Ke8 27. Qa4 Ke7 28. Bd6 Kd6 29. Rcd1! and White
is winning] 25. Bb6!! [and White is winning, weak point Ke8] Pap,M —
Kosic,M, Bosnjaci 2005 see 92/258; a2) 20... h5!? 21. Bb5 Rc8 22. Qa4 e5 23.
Rc6!? Bc6 24. Beb Qg6 25. Bcb Rc6 26. Qa7 with attack; a3) 20... Rc8 21.
Qa3 e5 [21... Nd4? 22. Rc8 Bc8 23. Qa7 and White is winning] 22. Ba6 with
initiative; b) 18... Rc8 19. Bb5 [with compensation] Pap,M
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