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The 1,000 Best of the Best

Zdenko Krnic

The manuscript for our new book, crowning forty-two years of Chess 
Informant, is in its final phase. The foreword gives a foretaste of the 
inexhaustible source of chess creativity that you will be able to enjoy for many 
years:

“In the second half of 20th century, the game of chess swept around the 
world. ‘The Royal Game had become a game of the people.’ Chess 
Informant appeared, collecting some of the most precious games created 
by chess players. From millions of games played at some of the most 
important tournaments worldwide, 101,031 games have been published 
in the first 100 volumes of Chess Informant (1966-2008). In addition, 
each volume featured the ten best games of the previous volume, as 
selected and voted by a jury of grandmasters. Now we are proud to 
present a new book, featuring the complete collection of these ten best 
games from Chess Informant – 1,000, the Best of the Best. 1,000 stands 
alone as a unique tribute to excellence in chess.”

Eighty-five members of the jury selected the 1,000 Best of the Best games, 
among which are the greatest names of chess: Euwe, Botvinnik, Smyslov, Tal, 
Petrosian, Karpov, Anand, Chiburdanidze, Xie Jun, Judit Polgar, Pirc, 
Lilienthal, Flor, Kotov, Bondarevsky, Najdorf, Korchnoi, Larsen, Gligoric, 
Ljubojevic, and Bronstein to name just a few. All the games are annotated, and 
all the golden games (the winning game from each volume) are illustrated by a 
photograph or a caricature of the winner.

If you buy the book, you can participate in a contest and vote for the ten best 
games out of the 100 golden games and win some of the valuable Chess 
Informant product prizes valued at 10,000 EUR. The task before you is not an 
easy one, but it will offer you hours and hours of enjoyment.

On this occasion we present five of the winning 100 games, one from each 
decade. The unforgettable Bobby Fischer showed in his victory against 
Unzicker that beauty in chess is not only found in material sacrifice, but also in 
subtle positional play. In the seventies, Ljubomir Ljubojevic announced his 
superb talent in the game against Durao. The great champion Garry Kasparov 
achieved fifteen winning games during his fruitful career, only one ahead of his 
rival Anatoly Karpov. Kasparov himself could not decide which of the two 
chosen games was more favorable to him. Finally, reigning champion Anand is 
represented by a game from the first decade of this century that illustrates the 
cavalier approach of the current generation to material.

1.Fischer – W.Unzicker   
Siegen (ol) 1970 — 11/221 [C69] 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Bc6 dc6 5.0-0 f6 [5...Bg4!?] 6.d4 ed4 [6...Bg4 7.de5 
and White is slightly better] 7.Nd4 Ne7 8.Be3 Ng6 9.Nd2! Bd6 10.Nc4 0-0 11.Qd3! 
(and White is slightly better) Ne5 12.Ne5 Be5 [12...fe5 13.Qb3 Kh8 14.Ne6 Be6 15.
Qe6 and White is superior] 13.f4! Bd6 [13...Bd4 14.Bd4 and White is superior] 14.f5 
Qe7 15.Bf4 Bf4 16.Rf4 Bd7 17.Re1 Qc5 18.c3 Rae8 19.g4 Qd6 20.Qg3 Re7?! [20...
c5!?] 21.Nf3 c5 
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22.e5!! (and White is superior) fe5 23.Rfe4 Bc6 24.Re5 Rfe8 25.Re7 Re7 26.Ne5 h6 
27.h4 Bd7 28.Qf4 Qf6 29.Re2!! Bc8 [29...Qh4? 30.Ng6 and White is winning] 30.
Qc4 Kh7 31.Ng6 Re2 32.Qe2 (and White is winning) Bd7 33.Qe7 Qe7 34.Ne7 g5 35.
hg5 hg5 36.Nd5! Bc6 37.Nc7 Bf3 38.Ne8 Kh6 39.Nf6 Kg7 40.Kf2 Bd1 41.Nd7! c4 
[41...Bg4 42.f6 Kg8 43.f7! and White is winning] 42.Kg3 1-0 [V.Sokolov] 

2.Ljubojevic 2565 – J.Durao 2330   
Orense 1974 — 17/286 [C64]

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Bc5 4.0-0 Nd4 5.Nd4 Bd4 6.c3 Bb6 7.d4 c6 8.Ba4 d6 9.
Na3 Bc7 [9...Nf6 10.Bg5 (10.Bc2 Be6 11.Bg5 h6 12.Bf6 Qf6 13.d5 Bd7 14.Nc4 Bc7 
15.Qd3 and White is slightly better) h6 11.Bf6 Qf6 12.d5 Bd7 13.Nc4 Bc7 14.dc6 bc6 
15.Qd3 and White is slightly better] 10.d5! [and White is slightly better; 10.f4 Qh4!?; 
10.Bc2!?] Bd7 [10...b5? 11.Bb3 Bb7 12.dc6 Bc6 13.Bd5 and White is superior] 11.
dc6 bc6 [11...Bc6?! 12.Bc6 bc6 13.Qg4 and White is superior] 12.Nc4 Qe7 13.f4! 
Nf6 14.fe5 de5 15.b3! (and White is superior) Bb6 [15...Ne4?! 16.Ba3 and White is 
superior] 16.Kh1 Ne4 17.Ba3! Qe6 [with the idea 18...Ng3 19.hg3 Qh6 mate; 17...
Qh4 18.Qd3! Nf2 19.Rf2 Qf2 20.Nd6 Kd8 21.Rf1 with the idea Nf7 and White is 
winning; 17...Bc5 18.Bc5 Qc5 19.Rf7!! Kf7 20.Qd7 Kg6 21.Qg4 Ng5 22.h4 h6 23.b4 
and White is winning; 23.Re1 and White is winning] 18.Qd3! f5 [18...Nf2? 19.Rf2 
Bf2 20.Nd6 Kd8 21.Qf3 and White is winning] 19.Rae1! [with the idea Re4, Nd6 and 
White is winning] Bc7 [19...0-0-0? 20.Nb6 with the idea Qa6 and White is winning] 

20.Rf5!! (and White is winning) Qf5 21.Re4 [with the idea 22.Bc6 Bc6 23.Re5 Qe5 
24.Ne5 Be5 25.Qf5 and White is winning] 0-0-0 [21...Rd8 22.Qe2] 22.Nd6 Bd6 23.
Qa6! [23.Bd6?! Be8! 24.Qa6 Kd7 25.Bc5 Qe4 26.Qa7 Ke6 27.Qe7 Kf5 28.Qd8 
unclear] Kc7 [23...Kb8 24.Bd6 Ka8 25.Bc6] 24.Qa7 Kc8 25.Bb5!! [25...cb5?? 26.
Qa6 Kc7 27.Bd6 mate; 25...Rdf8 26.Bd6! Qf1 27.Bf1 Rf1 28.Qg1 Rg1 29.Kg1 with 
the idea Re5 and White is winning] 1-0 [Z.Krnic]

3.Karpov 2720 – Kasparov 2700   
Moscow (m/16) 1985 — 40/202 [B44]

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cd4 4.Nd4 Nc6 5.Nb5 d6 6.c4 Nf6 7.N1c3 a6 8.Na3 d5 9.cd5 
[9.ed5 ed5 10.Nd5 Nd5 11.cd5 (11.Qd5? Bb4 12.Bd2 Qe7 13.Be2 Bg4) Bb4 12.Bd2 
Qd5 equal] ed5 10.ed5 Nb4 11.Be2!? [11.Bg5 Nbd5 12.Nd5 Qd5 13.Bf6 (13.Qd5 
Nd5 14.0-0-0 Be6 15.Bc4 Nc7! equal) Qd1 14.Rd1 gf6 equal] Bc5! [11...Nbd5 12.0-0 
Be7 (12...Ba3? 13.Qa4) 13.Nd5 Nd5 14.Bf3 Be6 15.Nc2 and White is slightly better] 
12.0-0 0-0 13.Bf3 [13.Bg5 Nbd5 14.Nd5 Qd5 15.Bf6 Qd1 equal] Bf5 [weak point 
Na3] 14.Bg5 [14.Be3 Be3 15.fe3 Qb6 with counterplay] Re8! [14...b5? 15.Be4!] 15.
Qd2 [15.Nc4 Bd3 16.a3 Bc4 (16...Bf1? 17.ab4 Bc4 18.bc5 and White is superior) 17.
ab4 Bb4 18.Re1 unclear] b5 16.Rad1 [16.Qf4 Bg6 17.Bf6 Qf6 18.Qf6 gf6 equal] 
Nd3! 17.Nab1? [17.Be2? Nf2 18.Rf2 b4; 17.d6! Qd6!? (17...b4? 18.Ba8 Qa8 19.Na4 



ba3 20.Bf6 gf6 21.Nc5 Nc5 22.Qd5 and White is superior; 17...Ra7 18.Nd5) 18.Ba8 
Ra8 with compensation] h6! 18.Bh4 b4! 19.Na4 [19.Ne2 g5! 20.Bg5 Nf2 and Black 
is superior] Bd6 20.Bg3 [20.Qc2? Rc8 21.Qb3 Nf4 22.Rc1 Rc1 23.Rc1 g5 24.Bg3 g4 
and Black is winning] Rc8 [20...Ne4?! 21.Be4 Be4 22.Qe3! unclear; 20...Bg3!? 21.
fg3 (with the idea Be2; 21.hg3 Qa5 22.b3 Rad8) Qd7! 22.b3 (22.Be2? Qa7) Nd5 23.
Nb2 Qa7 24.Kh1 Nb2 (24...Rad8? 25.Bd5 Rd5 26.Rf5!) 25.Qb2 (25.Bd5? Nd1 26.Rf5 
Rad8! 27.Qd1 Qd7) Ne3 26.Ba8 Nd1 27.Rd1 Qa8 and Black is superior] 21.b3 [with 
the idea Nb2]

21...g5!! 22.Bd6 [22.Nb2? Nb2 23.Qb2 g4; 22.Be2? Ne4; 22.h4 Ne4 (22...g4? 23.Be2 
Ne4 24.Qh6 unclear; 22...Nf4!?) 23.Be4 Be4 24.hg5 (24.Bd6 Qd6 25.hg5 Nf4!; 24.
Qe3 Bf4! 25.Qd4 gh4) Bg3 25.fg3 Qd5 26.gh6 (26.Qe3? Bg2) Rc6! with attack] Qd6 
23.g3 [23.Be2 Nf4 24.Bc4 Ng4 25.g3 Rc4! 26.bc4 Re2 27.c5 (27.Qd4 Be4) Qg6 28.
gf4 Qh5 and Black is winning] Nd7! 24.Bg2 [24.Nb2 Qf6!! a) 25.Nd3 Bd3 26.Bg4 
(26.Qd3 Ne5 and Black is winning) Ne5 27.f4 Ng4 28.Qd3 Qb6 and Black is 
winning; b) 25.Nc4 N7e5 26.Ne5 (26.Be2 Bh3) Ne5 27.Bg2 (27.Be2 Bd3! and Black 
is winning) Bd3 28.f4 (28.Rfe1 Nf3) Rc2 29.Qe3 Bf1 30.Rf1 gf4 and Black is 
winning] Qf6! 25.a3 a5 26.ab4 ab4 27.Qa2 Bg6 28.d6 [28.Nd2 Re2 and Black is 
winning; 28.Bh3 Rcd8 with the idea N7e5 and Black is winning] g4! [28...Qd6? 29.
Nd2] 29.Qd2 Kg7 30.f3 [30.f4 Bf5!] Qd6 31.fg4 Qd4 32.Kh1 Nf6 33.Rf4 [33.h3 
Re3! (33...Ne4? 34.Qd3 Nf2 35.Rf2 Bd3 36.Rfd2) 34.Rf4 Qe5 and Black is winning] 
Ne4 34.Qd3 Nf2 35.Rf2 Bd3 36.Rfd2 Qe3! 37.Rd3 Rc1!! 38.Nb2 Qf2! 39.Nd2 Rd1 
[39...Re2!] 40.Nd1 Re1 0-1 [Kasparov]

4.Kasparov 2812 – Topalov 2700   
Wijk aan Zee 1999 — 74/110 [B07]

1.e4 d6 2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.Be3 Bg7 5.Qd2 c6 6.f3 b5 7.Nge2 Nbd7 8.Bh6 Bh6 9.
Qh6 Bb7 [9...Qa5 10.Nc1 and White is slightly better] 10.a3 e5 11.0-0-0 Qe7 12.Kb1 
a6 [12...a5?! 13.Nc1 b4 14.de5! de5 15.Na4 ba3 16.b3 and White is superior] 13.Nc1 
0-0-0 14.Nb3 ed4! 15.Rd4 c5 16.Rd1 Nb6! 17.g3 [17.a4?! b4 18.a5 bc3 19.ab6 Nd7 
and Black is slightly better; 17.Na5 d5 18.Nb7 (18.g3 d4 unclear) Kb7 19.ed5 Nbd5 
20.Nd5 Nd5 21.Bd3 f5 22.Rhe1 Qc7 23.Bf1 c4 unclear] Kb8 18.Na5 Ba8 19.Bh3 d5 
20.Qf4 Ka7 21.Rhe1 d4 [21...de4? 22.fe4 and White is superior] 22.Nd5 [22.Na2 
Rhe8 unclear] Nbd5 23.ed5 Qd6 

24.Rd4!! cd4? [24...Bd5?! 25.Rd5! Nd5 26.Qf7 Nc7 27.Re6 Rd7 28.Rd6 Rf7 29.Nc6 
Ka8 30.f4 and White is slightly better; 24...Kb6! 25.Nb3! (25.Qd2? Nd5! 26.Rd3 c4 
27.b4 Ka7 and Black is superior; 25.b4?! Qf4 26.Rf4 Nd5 27.Rf7 cb4 28.ab4 Nb4 29.
Nb3 Rd6 and Black is slightly better) Bd5! (25...cd4? 26.Qd4 Kc7 27.Qa7 Bb7 28.
Nc5 Rb8 29.Re7 and White is winning; 25...Nd5? 26.Qf7 Rhf8 27.Qg7 Rg8 28.Qh6 
Qf8 29.Rh4 and White is superior) 26.Qd6 Rd6 27.Rd2 Rhd8 28.Red1 equal] 25.Re7! 
[25.Qd4? Qb6 26.Re7 Nd7 and Black is superior] Kb6 [25...Kb8 26.Qd4! Nd7 27.
Bd7 Bd5 28.c4! Qe7 29.Qb6 Ka8 30.Qa6 Kb8 31.Qb6 Ka8 32.Bc6! Bc6 33.Nc6 and 



White is winning] 26.Qd4 Ka5 [26...Qc5 27.Qf6 Qd6 28.Be6!! Bd5 (28...Rhe8 29.b4! 
and White is winning) 29.b4! Ba8 30.Qf7 Qd1 31.Kb2 Qf3 32.Bf5 and White is 
winning] 27.b4 Ka4 28.Qc3 [28.Ra7! Bb7 (28...Nd5 29.Ra6!! Qa6 30.Qb2 Nc3 31.
Qc3 Bd5 32.Kb2 and White is winning; 28...Bd5 29.Qc3 Rhe8 30.Kb2 Re2 31.Qc7! 
and White is winning) 29.Rb7 Qd5 (29...Nd5 30.Bd7! Rd7 31.Qb2 Nb4 32.Rd7 Qc5 
33.Rd4 Rc8 34.Qb3 and White is winning) 30.Rb6 a5 (30...Ra8 31.Qf6 a5 32.Bf1 
Rhb8 33.Rd6 and White is winning) 31.Ra6 Ra8 32.Qe3!! Ra6 33.Kb2 ab4 34.ab4 
Qa2 35.Ka2 Kb4 36.Kb2 Rc6 37.Bf1 Ra8 38.Qe7 Ka5 39.Qb7 and White is winning] 
Qd5 [28...Bd5 29.Kb2 and White is winning] 29.Ra7! [29.Qc7? Qd1 equal] Bb7 30.
Rb7 Qc4 [30...Rd6 31.Rb6!! and White is winning; 30...Rhe8! 31.Rb6 Ra8 32.Bf1!! 
Re1! (32...Red8 33.Rc6! Nh5 34.Rc5 Rac8 35.Kb2! and White is winning; 32...Nd7 33.
Rd6! Rec8 34.Qb2 and White is winning; 32...Re6 33.Re6 fe6 34.Kb2 and White is 
winning) 33.Qe1 Nd7 34.Rb7!! Qb7 35.Qd1! Ka3 36.c3 and White is winning; 30...
Ne4! 31.fe4 Qc4 a) 32.Qe3? Rc8 33.Bc8 Rc8 34.Qc1 Qd4! equal; b) 32.Qc4? bc4 33.
Kb2 f5 34.ef5 c3 (34...Rd6 35.fg6 c3 36.Ka2 hg6 37.Bf1 and White is winning) 35.
Kc3 Ka3 36.f6 Rd6 37.f7 Rc6 38.Kd4 Rc2 39.Bf1 and White is superior; c) 32.Ra7!! 
Rd1 33.Kb2 Qc3 34.Kc3 Rd6 35.e5 Rb6 36.Kb2 Re8 37.Bg2! Rd8 (37...Re5 38.Bb7 
and White is winning) 38.Bb7 Rd7 39.Bc6!! Rd8 40.Bd7 and White is winning] 31.
Qf6 Ka3 [31...Rd1! 32.Kb2 Ra8 33.Qb6! Qd4 34.Qd4 Rd4 35.Rf7 (35.Bd7!? Rd2 36.
Bc6 f5 37.Rb6 Ra7 38.Be8 Rd4 39.f4 Rc4 40.Bf7 Rb4 41.ab4 Rf7 42.c3 Ra7 43.Re6 
and White is winning) a5 36.Be6 ab4 37.Bb3 Ka5 38.ab4 Kb6 (38...Rb4 39.c3 and 
White is winning) 39.Rh7 Rc8 40.h4 and White is winning] 32.Qa6 Kb4 33.c3! Kc3 
34.Qa1 Kd2 [34...Kb4 35.Qb2 Ka5 36.Qa3 Qa4 37.Ra7 and White is winning] 35.
Qb2 Kd1 36.Bf1! Rd2 37.Rd7! Rd7 38.Bc4 bc4 39.Qh8 Rd3 40.Qa8 c3 41.Qa4 
Ke1 42.f4 f5 43.Kc1 Rd2 44.Qa7 1-0 [Kasparov]

5.Anand 2774 – Bologan 2650   
Dortmund 2003 — 88/77 [B17]

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 de4 4.Ne4 Nd7 5.Ng5 Ngf6 6.Bd3 e6 7.N1f3 Bd6 8.Qe2 h6 9.
Ne4 Ne4 10.Qe4 Qc7 11.0-0 b6 12.Qg4 g5 13.Qh3 Rg8 14.Re1! Bf8! [14...g4 15.
Qh6 gf3 16.Re6 fe6 (16...Be7 17.Re7 Ke7 18.Bf4 and White is winning) 17.Qe6 Be7 
18.Qg8 Nf8 19.Bg6! Kd7 20.Bf5 Ke8 21.Bh6! Qd6 (21...Bf5? 22.Re1) 22.Bf8 Bf8 23.
Re1 Kd8 24.Qf7 Be7 25.Bc8 Rc8 26.Qf3 and White is superior] 15.Qf5 [15.Re6 Kd8 
only move a) 16.Bh7 Nc5 (16...Rg7 17.Qh6 fe6 18.Bg5 Rg5 19.Ng5! Bh6 20.Ne6 Ke7 
21.Nc7 Rb8 22.Re1 Kf7 23.Ne6 c5 24.Nd8 Kg7 25.Bf5 and White is superior) 17.Bg8 
Be6 18.Qg3 (18.Qh5 Ne4 19.Ne5 Nf6 20.Qf3 Bg7! 21.Nc6 Ke8 22.Nb4 Rd8) Bd6 
(18...Qg3 19.hg3 Nd7 20.Bh7 Nf6 21.Bd3 Bd6) 19.Ne5 Kc8!; b) 16.Re1 Ne5! (16...
Nf6 17.Qg3! and White is superior) 17.Bf5 g4 18.Qh5 Nf3 19.gf3 Bf5 20.Qf5 Qd7! 
21.Qd7 Kd7 22.Kg2 Bd6 and White is slightly better; c) 16.Rh6 c1) 16...Nf6 17.Bf5 
g4 (17...Bh6 18.Qh6) 18.Qh4 Bh6 (18...gf3 19.Rf6! Rg2 20.Kh1 Bf5 21.Rf5 Kc8 22.
Rf3 and White is winning) 19.Bh6 gf3 20.Qf6 Qe7 21.Qc6 Bb7 (21...Rg2 22.Kh1 Rh2 
23.Kh2 Qh4 24.Kg1 Bf5 25.Qa8 and White is winning) 22.Qb5 Rg2 23.Kh1 and 
White is superior; c2) 16...Ne5! 17.Qg3! (17.Bf5? Nf3 18.gf3 Bh6 and Black is 
superior) Nf3 (17...Nd3 18.Bg5 and White is winning) 18.Qf3 Bh6 19.Qf6 Qe7 20.
Qh6 Kc7! (20...Be6 21.f4! and White is superior) 21.Bd2 Be6 and White is slightly 
better] Bg7 16.h4 [16.Re6? fe6 17.Qe6 Kf8 and Black is superior; 16.Bc4 Nf6 17.
Qd3 Bb7 18.Ne5 Nd5 19.Bd5 cd5] Kf8 [16...gh4? 17.Bf4 Qd8 18.Re6 and White is 
winning] 17.Qh3 [17.Re6? Ne5 18.Ne5 Be6; 17...Nc5! and Black is superior] Rh8! 
18.hg5 hg5 19.Qg4 c5 20.Bg5! [20.Qg5 Bb7 21.Bf4 Qd8 22.Ne5! Ne5 (22...cd4 23.
Nf7!) 23.de5 Bh6! 24.Qg4 Bf4 25.Qf4 Qh4 26.Qh4 Rh4 27.f3 Ke7 28.Kf2 and White 
is slightly better] cd4 21.Rad1!! [21.Re6 Nc5 22.Be7 Kg8 and Black is superior; 21.
Be7 Kg8 22.Re4 f5! 23.Qg6 Rh6 24.Qe8 Nf8] Bb7 [21...Nc5 22.Bf4 Qd8 (22...e5 23.
Qg7) 23.Qg3 and White is winning; 21...a5 22.Bb5 e5 (22...Qc2 23.Nd4 Qh7 24.Ne6 
fe6 25.Be7! and White is winning; 22...Ne5 23.Ne5 Be5 24.Qe4 Bh2 25.Kf1 Bb7 26.
Qd4 and White is winning) 23.Qg3! and White is superior; 21...a6 22.Be7 Kg8 23.
Bh4! with the idea Bg3 and White is superior]

22.Re6! fe6 [22...Bf3 23.Qf3 Qh2 24.Kf1 and White is winning] 23.Be7 Ke7 [23...
Kf7 24.Qg6 Ke7 25.Qg7] 24.Qg7 Kd6 25.Nd4! Qc5 26.Bf5 [26.Bb5?? Rh1 27.Kh1 
Qh5 28.Kg1 Qd1 and Black is winning; 26.Nb5 Kc6 27.Be2 (27.Bf1 Rh1!) Rad8 28.
c4! Qe5 29.Na7 Kc5 30.Qe7] Qe5 27.Nf3 Qd5 28.Qg3 Ke7 29.Rd5 Bd5 30.Qg5 



Kd6 31.Qf4 Ke7 32.Be4 (and White is winning) Rh5 33.Nh4 Rg8 34.Ng6 Kd8 35.
Qf7 [35.g4?? Rg6] Re8 36.Bd3 [36...Rg5 37.f3 Bc6 38.c4 and White is winning] 1-
0 [Anand]
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