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Zdenko Krnic eseom
The Slav Defense has always been a favorite opening among the world's top chess players, including E“‘Y‘hl"'e"fi"‘I of
several world champions. It seems that after 1.d4 d5 2.c4 ¢6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3, the continuation 4...dc4 has Chess Openings

been played so much that players such as Shirov, Morozevich, Gelfand, Grischuk, Kamsky, etc. have
begun looking for new ideasin the very popular 4...a6 variation.

The great Ukrainian hope, Sergey Karjakin, recently proved that extraordinary opening preparation is
necessary to break into the world's elite. The game he won against Eljanov at Foros in 2007 was voted as
the most important theoretical novelty of Informant 100. The move 12...Nf2!! was “a bolt from the blue”
and the result of good home preparation as compared to the game L putian — Jakovenko, Fuegen 2006.
White undoubtedly missed several opportunities for defense and made it much easier for Black to achieve
an important victory, but it is understandable after such a shock in the opening.
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1. P.Eljanov 2686 — Sergey Karjakin 2686
Foros 2007 — 100/279 [D15]

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.e3 a6 5.Nc3 b5 6.c5 Nbd7 7.a3!? a5! 8.Bd3 €5 9.de5 Ng4 10.e6 fe6 11.Nd4
Nc5 12.Be2

12...Nf2!! [anovelty; 12...Ne5 see 99/(264)] 13.Kf2 Bd6 14.g3?! [14.Nc6 0-0 15.Bf3 (15.Kgl Qh4 16.93
Qf6 and Black is slightly better) Qh4 (15...Qc7 16.Nd4) 16.93 (16.Kgl) Qh3 with compensation] 0-0 15.
Kg2 Bd7 16.Bd2?! [16.Rf1 Rf1 17.Bf1 Qf6 and Black is slightly better; 16.Nb3! Nb3 17.Qb3 €5 with
counterplay, with the idea Qc8, Bh3] €5 17.Nb3 [17.Nf3 a4 18.Qc2 Qe8 19.Raf1 Bf5 20.Qd1 Qd7 and
Black is superior] Ne6! [with the idea Ng5 weak point Kg2] 18.Bg4 a4 19.Nc1 Qg5 [19...Nc5! and Black
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is superior] 20.h4 [20.e4 Nf4! 21.Bf4 Qg4 22.Qg4 Bg4 and Black iswinning] Qg6 21.h5? [21.Bh5! a) 21...
Qf5 22.Qf3 (22.Rf1 Nf4 23.ef4 Qh3 24.Kf2 ef4 and Black iswinning) Qc2 23.Qd1 equal; b) 21...Qf6! 22.
Rf1 Qe7 and Black is dightly better] Qg5 22.Rh4 [22.e4 Nf4 23.Bf4 Qg4 24.Qg4 Bg4 25.Rh4 d4 26.N3a2
Be6 27.Bd2 Bc4 and Black iswinning] e4 23.Qel Nc5 [and Black iswinning, weak point Ral, Nc1, Bd2,
d3, 3] 24.Bd7 [24.Bd1 Rf1! 25.Kf1 Bg3 26.Rg4 Qf5 27.Kg2 Bel 28.Bel Rf8 29.Be2 Nd3 30.Bg3 Ne5 31.
Rh4 Nf3; 24.Be2 Rae8 25.h6 g6] Nd7 25.N1e2 Ne5 26.Qh1 Nf3 27.Qh3 Qf6 28.Nf4 Nd2 0-1 [ Sergey
Karjakin]

2. Grischuk 2717 — Rublevsky 2680
Elista (m/1) 2007 — 100/155 [B85]

1.e4 5 2.Nf3 6 3.d4 cd4 4.Nd4 Nc6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be2 d6 7.0-0 Nf6 8.Be3 Bd7 9.a4 Be7 10.f4 Nd4 11.
Qd4 Bc6 12.b4 0-0 13.b5 BeB 14.e5 Qc7 15.b6 Qc6

16.Bf3! [anovelty; 16.ed6 see 95/(179)] d5 17.Rael!? Nd7 [17...Rc8? 18.ef6 Bf6 19.Nd5! ed5 (19...Bd4?
20.Ne7 Kh8 21.Bc6 and White is winning) 20.Qd5 Qa4 (20...Qd5 21.Bd5 Bc6 22.¢4 and White is superior)
21.Qb7 Bb5 22.Be2 (22.Rf2? Rce8!) Rc2 23.Bb5 ab5 24.Qd7 Rd8 25.Bc5! Qa8 26.b7 Qb8 27.Bd6 Rd7 28.
Bb8 h6 29.Bc7 Bd4 30.Khl Ba7 31.b8Q Bb8 32.Bb8 Rdd2 33.Rgl and White is superior; 17...Rd8? 18.f5
(18.€f6 Bf6 19.Nd5 ed5 20.Qc5 Qc5 21.Bc5 Ba4 22.Bf8 Kf8 23.Rd1 Rd6 with compensation) Qc8 (18...ef5
19.ef6 Bf6 20.Nd5 Bd4 21.Ne7 Kh8 22.Nc6 Be3 23.Re3 Bc6 24.Bc6 beb 25.Rf5 and White is superior) 19.
a5 Nd7 (19...ef5? 20.ef6 Bf6 21.Nd5 Bd4 22.Ne7 Kh8 23.Nc8 and White is winning) 20.fe6 fe6 21.Nd5 ed5
22.Qd5 Kh8 23.Qb7 Qc3 24.e6 Bh4 25.Qc7 Bel 26.Qc3 Bc3 27.e7 and White is superior] 18.Nd5! [18.f5?
Bc5 19.Qf4 Qb6 20.f6 gf6 21.ef6 Kh8 22.Bd5 ed5 23.Nd5 Qc6 24.Ne7 Be7 25.fe7 Rg8 26.Bd4 f6] ed5 19.
Bd5 Qc5!7?[19...Qc2 20.Rcl! Qe2 (20...Qf5 21.Bb7 Rb8 22.Bc8!? Rc8 23.Rc8 Nb6 24.Re8 Re8 25.Qb6
and White is superior) 21.Bb7 (21.e6 Nf6!) Rd8 22.Bf3 Qa2 23.Qc4 Qa3 24.Rc3 Qb2 25.b7 and White is
superior; 19...Qc8 20.f5 (20.e6? Nf6 and Black is superior; 20.Rf3? Bc5 21.Qe4 Be3 22.Qe3 Qc5 and
Black is superior; 20.Qe4? Nc5 and Black is superior) Bc5 a) 21.Qf4? Kh8 (21...Nb6? 22.f6 and White is
winning) 22.Rf3 6 23.Rh3 g5! 24.fg6 Bg6 25.e6 Ne5 unclear; b) 21.Qed! Be3 bl) 22.Qe3? Qc5 23.Qc5
(23.e6 Qd5 24.e7 Rc8 and Black is superior) Nc5 24.e6 b11) 24...Bc6 25.ef7 (25.Bc6 bcb 26.a5 feb 27.Re5
Nb7 and Black is dlightly better) Rf7 26.Bf7 Kf7 27.a5 Kf6 and Black is slightly better; b12) 24...fe6 25.fe6
Rf1 26.Rf1 Bc6 27.Bc4 g6 28.e7 Kg7 29.g4 Nd7 30.Rf7 Kh6 31.h4 g5 32.hg5 Kg5 and Black is dlightly
better; b2) 22.Re3 Qc5 23.85! (and Whiteis superior, with attack) Qa5 (23...Rd87? 24.c4 Qa5 25.f6 Qb6 26.
Kh1 Nc5 27.Qh4 Ne6 28.Rg3 and White iswinning) 24.f6 Qb6 25.Kh1 Nc5 26.Qg4 Ne6 27.Be6 g6 28.Rb3
Qe6 29.Qg5 Kh8 30.Qh6 Rg8 31.Rh3 Qh3 and White is superior; 19...Bc5 20.Bc6 Bd4 21.Bd4 be6 22.b7
Rb8 23.Rb1 c5 24.Be3 and White is superior; 19...Qh6 20.a5 with compensation, with initiative] 20.e6! [20.
Bb7? Qd4 21.Bd4 Rb8 22.Ba6 Nc5!] Qd4 [20...fe6? 21.Be6 Rf7 (21...Kh8? 22.Bd7 Qd4 23.Bd4 and White
iswinning) 22.Qe4 Qd6 23.Bf2!? Rb8 (23...Bf8 24.Qb7 Rb8 25.Qa7 and White iswinning) 24.Bf7 Kf7 25.
Re3!? (25.a5 and White is superior) Nb6 26.Rfel Nd5 27.Qf5 Kg8 28.Re6 Qd7 29.Qe5 Rd8 30.c4 Bf7 31.
cd5 Be6 32.Qe6 Qeb 33.de6 and White is superior] 21.Bd4 Nf6 [21...Bf6 22.Bf6 Nf6 23.Bb7 Rb8 24.e7
Rb7 25.ef8Q K8 26.a5 and White is superior] 22.Bb3 [22.ef7? Bf7? 23.Bb7 and White is superior; 22...
Rf7!] Rd8 [22...fe6? 23.Re6 and White is winning] 23.Bf6 [23.ef7? Bf7 24.Re7 Rd4 25.Rb7 Bb3 26.ch3 a5
27.Rc1 Rb4 (27...Rf4? 28.Ra7 and White is slightly better) 28.Rcc7 Ne8 29.Rc6 Rff4 and Black is slightly
better] Bc5 [23...Bf6? 24.e7 Be7 25.Re7 Bc6 26.Rfel and White is superior] 24.Kh1 gf6 25.e7 Be7 26.Re7
Bc6 27.Rc7! [27.Rfel Rd2 28.R7e2 Rd4!? with compensation] Rd2 28.Rel Rf2? time [28...Rg2?? 29.Rc6;
28...Rfd8? 29.Bf7 (29.Rf7 Kh8 30.Rf6 Bg2 31.Kgl Bf3 32.h3 and White is superior) Kh8 30.Bh5! Bg2 31.
Kgl Rg8 32.Bf7 Rgd8 33.c4! Bf3 34.Bd5 Bd5 35.cd5 and White is winning; 28...Bg2?! 29.Kgl Bf3 30.
Re3 Bc6 31.Ree7 Kh8 32.Bf7 and White is superior; 28...Kg7!? (R.Sherbakov) 29.h3 (29.f5? Re8 30.Rf7
Kh6 31.Rf6 Kg7 32.Rf7 Kh6 33.Rc1 Bg2 34.Kgl Bf3!) Bg2 30.Kgl Kh6 31.Re3 (31.Bf7 Rfd8 with
compensation) Bc6 32.Rd3 Rg8 33.Kf1 Rh2 34.Rf7 and White is slightly better] 29.h3 Rf4 30.Ree7 Rf1
31.Kh2 Rf2 32.Rc6! bc6 33.Rf7 (and White iswinning) Rf4 [33...Rf7 34.b7] 34.c3 Re4 35.Re7 1-0
[Rublevsky]

3. Laznicka 2594 — S.Atalik 2564
Polanica Zdroj 2007 — 100/338 [D45]

1.d4 d5 2.¢4 ¢6 3.Nc3 Ni6 4.63 €6 5.Nf3 Nbd7 6.Qc2 Bd6 7.e4 Ned 8.Ned ded 9.Qe4 ¢5 10.Bg5 Be7 11.
Be7 Qab 12.K e2 K &7 13.93 cd4 14.Bg2 Nf6 15.Qd4 Rd8 16.Qf4 Bd7 17.Ne5



17...Bad! [anovelty; 17...Be8 see 100/337] 18.b3 [18.b4 Qb6; 18.Qe3 K8 (18...Nd7?? 19.Qg5 Ke8 20.Nf7
and White iswinning; 18...Qb4 19.b3 Be8 20.Rnhd1 and White is superior) 19.Rhel Nd7 20.Qa3 Kg8 21.
Nd7 Rd7 22.Kf1 Rd2 23.Rad1 Rad8 24.Rd2 Rd2 25.b4 Qb6 26.c5 Qb5 27.Kgl Rd4 with initiative; 18.
Rhel Qb6 19.b3 Bc6 20.Nc6 be6 21.Radl Rac8 22.Kf1 ¢5 equal] Rd2 19.Qd2 [19.Kf1!? &) 19...Be8 20.
Bb7 (20.Qe3 Rad8) Rad8 21.Bc6 Qc5 22.Be8 Ke8 23.Rel Ra2 24.Kg2 Rdd2 25.Rhf1 and Whiteis dlightly
better; b) 19...Qc3!? bl) 20.Bb7? Rb8 21.Kg2 Rb7 22.ba4 (22.Racl g5 23.Rc3 gf4 24.bad Rbb2 and Black
issuperior; 22.Rhcl g5 23.Qf6 Kf6 24.Ng4 Kf5 25.Rc3 Be6 26.Kh3 h5 27.Ne3 Kg6 28.Rc2 Rbd7 and Black
issuperior) g5 23.Qf3 (23.Qg5 Rf2) Rf2! 24.Kf2 Rb2 25.Kf1 Qe5 and Black is superior; b2) 20.Rel Be8
21.Bb7 Rad8 b21) 22.Nf3 Ra2 23.Qc7 Rd7 24.Qc5 Kd8 25.Qc8 Ke7 b211) 26.Ne5 b2111) 26...Rf2!? 27.
Kf2 Rd2 28.Kf1 (28.Re2 Re2 29.Ke2 Qe5 with compensation) Qd4 equal; b2112) 26...Rd6 27.Kg2 Qb3 28.
Bf3 Kf8 and Black is superior; b212) 26.Qc5 equal; b22) 22.Kg2! Ra2 23.Re3 Qb4 24.Bf3 Rdd2 25.Rf1
Kf8 and Whiteis slightly better] Qe5 20.Qe3 Qb2 21.Qd2 ¥2-%2 [ SAtaliK]

4. Evgeny Alekseev 2679 — Morozevich 2762
Russia 2007 — 100/319 [D38]

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 €6 3.d4 d5 4.Bg5 Bb4 5.Nc3 Nbd7 6.3 ¢5 7.cd5 ed5 8.8d3 Qa5 9.Qc2 ¢4 10.Bf5 0-0
11.0-0 Re8 12.Nd2 g6 13.Bh3 K g7 14.Bh4 [14.Rael Nb6 15.Bc8 Rac8 16.3 (16.Bf6 see 44/496) Rc6 17.
o4 ded 18.Bf6 Rf6 19.fe4 Rf1 20.Rf1 Qg5 unclear]

14...Nb6!? [anovelty; 14...Bc3] 15.Nb3!? [15.Bf6 K6 16.Bc8 Rac8 17.a3 (17.e4?! ded 18.Nde4 Kg7 and
Black is slightly better) Bc3 18.bc3 equal] cb3 16.ab3 Bc3 17.Ra5 Ba5 18.Bf6 Kf6 19.Qc5 Bh3! [19...Bd2
20.Rd1 Be6?! 21.Qd6! Rac8 22.Qe5 Ke7 23.Be6 f6! (23...fe6?! 24.Qg7 Kd6 25.Qh7 and White is superior)
24.Qg3 Keb 25.0Qh3 f5 26.Qh7 K6 27.g4 (27.h4 Re7 28.Qh6 Bb4 29.h5 Rg8 30.Rcl Rd7 with counterplay)
Bb4 (27...Bc1? 28.g95! Kg5 29.Qg7! with attack) 28.f3! (28.95?! Kg5 29.Qg7 Re7; 28.9f5 gf5 29.Qh6 Kf7
30.Qf4 Nd7! 31.Qf5 Nf6 32.Kh1 Bd6 with counterplay) Rh8 29.g5! Kg5 30.Qg7 with initiative] 20.gh3
Bd2 21.Rd1 Be3 22.fe3 Re3 23.Qc7 Kg7 24.Rf1 Rf8 25.Qb7 [25.h4!7] Rb3 26.Qa7 Rb2 27.Rf2 [27.Qb7
Rb3 28.Rf2 Rb1 29.Kg2 Rb3 30.h4 h5 equal] Rb1 28.K g2 Nc4! (with initiative) 29.Qe7 Rb3 30.Rf3 Rb2
31.Rf2 Rb6 32.Re2 Rf6 33.Rf2 Rd6 [33...Re6? 34.Rf 7! Rf7 35.Qe6 and White is slightly better] 34.Kg3

K g8 35.Rf6 [35.Rf3 Re6 with initiative] Rf6 36.Qf6 Ne3 37.Qe5 Nf5 38.Kf2 Rd8 39.K gl h5 40.Kf2 Ng7
41.Qc7 Neb 42.Qa5 Rc8 43.Qd5 Rd8 and Black is superior 0-1 [ Morozevich, Al.Kuzmin]

5. J.Timman 2560 — Mi.Adams 2724
London 2007 — 100/417 [E19]

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 €6 3.Nf3 b6 4.g3 Bb7 5.Bg2 Be7 6.0-0 0-0 7.Nc3 Ned 8.Qc2 Nc3 9.Qc3 ¢5 10.Rd1 d6 [10...
cd4 11.Nd4 and White is dightly better] 11.b3 Bf6 12.Bb2 Qe7 13.Qc2 Nc6 14.e4 €5 15.d5 Nd4 16.Bd4
ed4 17.Rab1 [17.Qd3 see 29/528] Rae8 18.Nel



18...g5! [anovelty; 18...96 19.Nd3 Bg7 20.Rel Bc8 21.f4 (21.b4) Qc7 unclear] 19.Nd3 Bc8 20.Rf1?! [20.
f4 gf4 21.gf4 @) 21...Bg7 22.Rel (22.Qf2 Kh8 23.Rel Bf6 with initiative) Qh4 23.Qf2 Qh6 24.Kh1 Kh8 25.
e5 Bf5 26.Be4 Bh3 unclear; b) 21...Kh8 22.Kh1 Rg8 23.Rgl Bh4 and Black is slightly better; better is 20.
b4 Bg7 21.Rel unclear] Bg7 21.Rbel? [21.b4 f5 with initiative; 21.f4 gf4 22.9f4 f5 23.Rbel (23.e5 deb 24.
fe5 Be5 25.Rbel Qd6 and Black is superior) fed 24.Be4 Qh4 and Black is slightly better; better is 21.Rfel
g4 22.b4 with counterplay] g4! 22.Qd2 [22.f4 gf3 23.Rf3 Bh6 and Black is superior; better is 22.Nf4! Be5
(22...Qg5 23.h4 gh3 24.Bh3 Bh3 25.Nh3 Qg4 26.Kg2 unclear; 22...Bh6!? 23.Nd3 Qg5 24.Re2 Bg7 and
Black is dlightly better) 23.Nd3 Qg5 24.Ne5 de5 (24...Re5 25.f4 gf3 26.Rf3 5 27.Ref1 Rfe8 28.ef5 Qf6 29.
04 Re2 unclear) 25.f4 gf3 26.Rf3 Bg4 27.Rf2 Kg7 and Black is slightly better] Qf6 23.Re2 [23.Qf4 Qg6
24.Re2?? Bh6] Re7 24.b4 Rfe8 25.Rfel [better is 25.bc5 beb 26.Rb1] Qg6! [25...h5 26.be5 bes 27.e5
unclear] 26.Nf4 [26.bc5 bce5 27.e5 Be5 and Black is superior] Qg5 27.be5 beb 28.Qc2 [28.Nd3? Qd2 29.
Rd2 Ba6 30.Rc2 5 and Black iswinning] Be5 [better is 28...h5 29.h4 gh3 30.Nh3 Qh6 and Black is
superior] 29.h4 [better is 29.Nd3 Bg7 (29...h5 30.Ne5 Re5 31.Qad Qe7 and Black is sightly better) 30.Nf4
h5 and Black is superior] gh3 30.Nh3 Qh5 31.Nf4 [31.Kh2 Bg4 32.Rd2 f5 and Black iswinning] Bf4 32.
gf4 6! (and Black iswinning) 33.Rd2 [33.f5 Bf5; 33.Qd3 Rg7 34.f5 Kh8 35.f3 Reg8 36.Rf2 Rg3] Rg7 34.
Rd3 Qg4 35.Rg3 Qf4 36.Qa4 Rf8 [36...Ree7 37.Qa5 Rg3 38.Qd8 Kf7 39.fg3 Qg3 40.Rf1 Bh3 41.Rf2 d3
42.e5 (42.Qh8 Qgb) Qe5 43.Bh3 Qg3 44.Bg2 d2 45.Rf1 Qel and Black iswinning] 37.Rg7 Kg7 38.Qa7
Kh8 39.Qa3 [39.Rb1 Rg8 40.Rb3 Qe4 41.Rg3 Qel 42.Kh2 Bg4 43.f3 (43.Qc7 Qf2 44.Qd6 h5 45.a4 Kh7
and Black is winning) Bf5 44.Rg8 Kg8 45.Qb8 Kf7 46.Qd6 (46.Qc7 Kg6 47.Qd8 d3 and Black is winning)
d3 and Black iswinning] Rg8 40.Kf1 Bg4 [better is 40...Qh2! 41.Bf3 (41.Qf3 Rg2 42.Qf6 Kg8 43.Qd8 Kf7
and Black iswinning) Rg3 42.Ke2 (42.Qa8 Qh3 43.Ke2 Rf3; 42.Rb1 Rgl and Black iswinning) d3! 43.
Qd3 Bg4 44.Bg4 Rd3 45.Kd3 Qf2 46.Re3 Qa2 and Black iswinning] 41.Qb3[41.Qg3 Be2 and Black is
winning; 41.Qd3 Qh2 42.Rb1 (42.a4 Bh5 43.Qh3 Qh3 44.Bh3 d3 and Black iswinning) 5 43.ef5 Qg2 44.
Kg2 Bf5 and Black is winning; 41.Bh3 Bf3 42.Qd3 f5 43.ef5 Qh2 44.Qf3 Rgl 45.Ke2 Qe5 and Black is
winning] Qd2 [41...Qh2 42.a4 Bh5 43.Qh3 Qh3 44.Bh3 d3 and Black is winning] 42.Qg3 [42.a4 d3 and
Black iswinning; 42.f3 Bd7 43.Re2 Qc1 44.Rel (44.Kf2 Bh3 and Black is winning) Qg5 45.Qc2 (45.Re2
Bh3 and Black iswinning) d3 46.Qf2 Qh6 47.Rd1 Bh3 and Black is winning; 42.Bh3 Bh5 43.Be6 d3! 44.
Bg8 Be2 45.Kg2 (45.Re2 de2 46.Kg2 e1Q and Black iswinning) Qg5 46.Kh3 Qg4 47.Kh2 Bf3 and Black
iswinning] Be2 [43.Re2 Qc1] 0-1 [ Mi.Adams]

6. Shirov 2699 — I vanchuk 2729
Foros 2007 — 100/263 [C91]

1.e4 €5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-0 b5 6.Bb3 Be7 7.d4 d6 8.c3 0-0 9.Rel Bg4 10.Be3 ed4 11.
cd4 d5 12.e5 Ned 13.Nc3 Nc3 14.bc3 Qd7 15.h3 Bh5 16.g4 Bg6 17.Nd2

17...a5! [anovelty; 17...Na5 see 25/345] 18.f4[18.a4 b4 19.Rc1! (19.c4 dc4 20.Bc4 Nd4 and Black is
superior) bc3 20.Rc3 Bb4 21.Rcl f6 22.f4 fe5 23.de5 Kh8 24.Rf1 (24.f5?! Neb 25.fg6 Qd6 26.Kg2 Ng6
with attack) d4 25.Nf3 unclear] a4 19.Bc2 Bc2 20.Qc2 f5! [20...f6 21.Rabl fe5 22.fe5 h5 23.Qg6 hg4 24.
Qg4 (24.hg4 Rab 25.e6 Qd6 with initiative) Qg4 25.hg4 Rab8 26.Kg2 Kf7 equal] 21.ef6 [21.Rf1 Nd8 (21...
fg4 22.f5 gh3 23.Kh2! b4 24.Rf3 bc3 25.Qc3 Bb4 26.Qd3 Ne7 27.Rafl with initiative) 22.Kh2 g6 and Black
isdlightly better] Bf6 22.Nf3 [22.Kg2 Rae8 (22...h5 23.95 Be7 24.Qg6! Bd6 25.Nf3 Bf4 26.Bf4 Rf4 27.Qh5
with attack, with the idea g6) 23.Bf2 Na5 24.Nf3 Nc4 25.f5 Qc6 26.Qd3 a3 27.Rab1 Nb2 (27...Re4 28.Nd2
Nd2 29.Qd2 Rfe8 30.Qd3 equal) 28.Qc2 (28.Qd2 Red) Qc4 29.Nd2! Qc6 (29...Qa2? 30.Ral!) 30.Nf3
equal] Rae8 23.Bf2?! [23.Ne5 Be5 24.de5 g5!? 25.Qd2! h5!? (25...gf4 26.Bf4 Rf7 27.Rabl h5 28.Rb5 hgd
29.Rd5 Qe6 30.h4 unclear) 26.gh5 Qh3 27.Qd5 Re6 28.092 Qg2 29.K g2 gf4 30.Bd4 Rf5 31.Rabl b4 and
Black is slightly better; 23.Kg2 Na5 24.Rad1 (24.f5 Qc6 25.95 Nc4 26.Bf4 Red! and Black is superior; 24.
05 Nc4 25.Qd3 Nb2 26.Qc2 Nc4 27.Bf2 Be7 and Black is slightly better, with the idea Bd6) Nc4 25.Bcl
Qc6 equal; 23.f5 Red 24.Nd2 Re7 25.g5 Re3 26.Re3 Bg5 27.Rf3 Qe7 with compensation] h5! 24.Qg6 [24.
g5? Qh3 25.Nh4 Qg4 26.Kh1 Be7 27.Qg6 Qf4 and Black is superior; 24.f5 hg4 25.hg4 g6 26.Bh4 gf5 27.
Re8 Qe8 28.Bf6 Rf6 29.g5 Qe3 30.K g2 Rg6 31.Qf5 Ne7 equal] Red! 25.Re4?! [25.g5 Rf4!; 25.Nd2! Rel
(25...Rf4 26.Bg3 b4 27.Bf4 bc3 28.Nf3 and White iswinning) 26.Rel hg4 (26...b4 27.cb4 hgd 28.hg4 Qd6



29.Kg2 Qf4 30.Be3 Qd6 31.Nf3 equal) 27.hg4 Ne7 28.Qh5 g6 29.Qh3 Nc6 30.Nf3 b4 31.ch4 Nb4 32.Ne5
Be5 33.fe5 Qf7 34.Re2 Qf4 and Black is slightly better] de4 26.Nh2? [26.Ne5 Be5 27.fe5 hg4d 28.hg4 Qd5!
and Black is superior; 26.Ng5 Bg5 27.Qg5 a) 27...hg4 28.hg4 Rf6 (28...b4 29.d5 bc3 30.dc6 Qd2 31.Bel
Qe3 32.Bf2 equal) 29.f5 Ne7 (29...b4 30.Qe3 g6 31.Qe4 gf5 32.9f5 Rf5 33.Qg4 Qg7 34.Qg7 Kg7 35.ch4
Nb4 equal) 30.Bg3 Nd5 31.Be5 Rh6 32.Rel €3 unclear; b) 27...Qd6! 28.f5 hgd 29.hg4 b4! with initiative]
Nd4!! 27.cd4 [27.Rel Nf3 28.Nf3 ef3 and Black iswinning] Bd4 28.Rb1 €3 [28...Bf2?! 29.Kf2 Rf4 30.
Kg3 Qd2 31.Rf1! h4 32.Kh4 Qh2 33.Qe8 Kh7 34.Qh5 equal] 29.Bg3[29.Bel Rf4 30.Rb4 c5 31.Rd4 cd4
and Black iswinning] h4! 30.Bh4 [30.Nf3 hg3 and Black is winning] Rf4 31.Qd3 Qd5 32.Nf1 [32.Rel
Rf2!] Rf2! 33.Ne3 Rg2! 34.Kh1 Qf3 0-1 [lvanchuk]

7. An.Karpov 2668 — Ki.Georgiev 2660
Valjevo 2007 — 100/429 [E37]

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 €6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Qc2 d5 5.a3 Bc3 6.Qc3 Ned 7.Qc2 ¢5 8.dc5 Nc6 9.cd5 ed5 10.Nf3 Qf6 11.
€3 Bg4 12.Be2 0-0

13.Bd2! [a novelty; 13.0-0 see 98/407] Rfe8 [13...Ne5 14.Bc3 Nc3 15.Qc3 (RR 15.Ne5! ?) Bf3 16.9f3 Nf3
17.Bf3 Qf3 18.Rg1 g6 19.Rd1 and White is sightly better] 14.Bc3 [14.0-0 see 13.0-0] Nc3 15.Qc3 Qc3 16.
bc3 Rac8 17.Rb1! (and White is dlightly better) Nd8 18.Kd2 Re7 [18...Rc5 19.Bb5 Re7 20.Nd4 and White
isdlightly better] 19.Rb4! Be6 [19...Bf3 20.Bf3 Rc5 21.Rhbl b6 22.Rb5 and White is slightly better] 20.
Nd4 Rc5 21.a4 Bd7 22.Ral g6 23.a5 a6 24.Bf3 [24.g4! ? with the idea h4, g5] Re5 25.Rb6 (and Whiteis
superior) Kf8 (only move) 26.g4 Ke8 27.h4 Rc7 28.Be2! [28.g5 Ne6] Re7 29.Rd6! Ne6 30.Rd5 Nc5 31.f3
Be6 32.Re5 [32.Rd6 Bg4!] f6 [32...Nd7 33.Ne6 fe6 34.Re4 Nc5 35.Rb4] 33.Ne6 Nb3 34.K el fe5 35.Nc7
Rc7 36.Ra3 Nc5 37.95 [37.Bc4 Ned; 37.Kd2 hé 38.Kc2 g5 39.Ral and White is superior] h6 38.gh6 Rh7
39.Kf2 Rh6 40.K g3 Rh7! 41.Ral Nb3 42.Ra3 [42.Rb1 Na5 43.Rb6 Rc7 44.Rg6 see 42.Rd1; 42.Rd1! Nab
(42...Rd7 43.Rd7 Kd7 44.Kg4 and White is winning) 43.Rd6 (43.Rd5 Nc6 44.Rd6) Rc7 44.Rg6 Rc3 45.h5
and White is superior] Nc5 43.Ra2 Rc7 44.K g4 Ke7 45.c4 Kf6 [45...Rd7!7] 46.Rd2 Rd7 47.Rd7 [47.Rd1
Rd1 48.Bd1 Nd3 49.Bc2 Nb2 50.c5 Nc4 51.Bed Nab 52.Bd5 Nc6 equal] Nd7 48.Bd3 b6 [48...e4 49.Be4
Ne5 50.Kf4 Nc4 51.Bb7 and White is winning; 48...Nc5 49.Be4 and White is winning] 49.ab6 Nb6 50.c5
Nd5 51.e4 Nc7 52.Bc4 a5 53.f4 a4 54.f5 gf5 [54...a3 55.fg6 Kg6 56.h5 Kf6 57.h6 Kg6 58.h7 Kh7 59.Kf5]
55.ef5 e4 56.h5 €3 57.h6 Na6 58.c6 a3 59.K 13 Nc7 60.K €3 1-0 [ An.Karpov]

8. Artyom Timofeev 2658 — | v.Sokolov 2655
Sarajevo 2007 — 100/252 [C88]

1.e4 €5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-0 Be7 6.Rel b5 7.Bb3 0-0 8.h3 Bb7 9.d3 d5 10.ed5 Nd5 [10...
Nd4!?11.Ne5 (11.Nc3; 11.c4) Nb3 12.ab3 Qd5 13.Nf3 Bd6 14.Nc3 Qh5 with compensation] 11.Ne5 Nd4
[11...Ne5? 12.Re5 Bf6 13.Rel ¢5 14.Nd2! Nf4 15.Ned4 Ng2 16.Kg2 c4 a) 17.dc4 Be4 18.f3 Bc6 19.Qd8
Rfd8 20.cb5 ab5 21.c3 Rd3 22.Re3 (22.Be3 Re8) Re3 23.Be3 Re8 24.Rel Bh4 25.Re2 Bg5 26.Kf2 Bh4 27.
Kg2 Bg5 equal; b) 17.Qf3! Be4 18.Re4 ch3 19.ab3 and White is superior] 12.Nc3 Nb3 13.ab3

13...Nb4 [anovelty; 13...Bh4; 13...Bf6] 14.Bd2 f6! 15.Ng4 [15.Nf3?! Bf3 16.gf3 Qd7 with initiative] f5 16.
Ne5 Bd6 (with compensation) 17.Na2? Be5! 18.Re5 Nc6 19.Rel f4 (and Black is superior) 20.Bc3! [20.
f3? Nd4 21.Nc3 Bf3! 22.gf3 Qg5 23.Kf1 Qg3 24.Ned Qh3 25.Kf2 Qh2 26.Kf1 Rae8! and Black iswinning
27.Rab (27.Bc3 Nc2) Re4 28.de4 Qh3 29.Kf2 Qg3 30.Kf1 Nf3] f3 21.Red a5! 22.b4 ab4 23.Nb4 Ral 24.
Qal Nb4?[24...Ne7! 25.Rg4 Ngb6 26.Qa2 (26.Qa7 Qa8! and Black is superior 27.Qa8 Ra8 28.d4 Ral 29.
Kh2 fg2 30.d5 Nf4 31.Rg7 Kf8 32.Rg2 Ng2) Rf7 27.Qa7 Qc8 28.d4 Nf4! and Black is superior 29.d5 h5! 30.
Rf4 (30.Rg5? fg2) Rf4] 25.Rb4 [25.Bb4 c5? 26.Bc5 Qg5? 27.Rg4 Qc5 28.Rg7 Kg7 29.b4 and White is
winning; 25...Rf7 equal] fg2 26.Rg4 Rf7 27.Qa7 (equal) Bf3 [27...Qa8 equal] 28.Rg3 Bd5? [28...Qa8
equal] 29.Qd4? [29.Bg7! Rf3! (29...Rg7 30.Rg7 Kg7 31.Qd4 Kf7 32.c4 and White is winning) 30.Bc3 (30.
Bf6?? Rg3 31.Bd8 Rh3 32.f3 Bf3 33.Kf2 Rh1 and Black iswinning) Rg3 31.fg3 and White is slightly better]
Qd7 30.f3h6 31.Kg2 Kh7 32.b4 c6! (with compensation) 33.Kf2 time Qc7 34.Qg4 g5! 35.Qd4 Bf3! 36.



Qh8! K g6 37.Be5? [37.Rf3! Qh2 38.Ke3 Re7 39.Be5! Qe5 40.Qe5 Re5 and Black is dlightly better] Qa7
(and Black is winning) 38.Bd4 Bd5 39.K g1? [39.Ke2 Qa2 40.Kd2 Bb3 41.Bb2 Qbl! 42.Qc3 (42.ch3 Rf2
43.Ke3 Qel 44.Kd4 Qb4 45.Ke5 Re2) Bc2! 43.Qc6 Kh5 44.Qe8 Bb3! 45.Qe2 K g6 46.Qed Rf5 47.Qc6 (47.
Qe8 Bf7) Kh7! 48.Qb7 Bf7 and Black iswinning] Qa2! 40.Rg2 Bg2 0-1 [v.Sokolov]

9. Predojevic 2609 — Morozevich 2762
Sargjevo 2007 — 100/154 [B83]

1.e4 5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.Nd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 e6 6.Be2 Be7 7.Be3 0-0 8.f4 €5 9.Nb3

9...b6! [anovelty; 9...ef4 see 24/449] 10.Bf3[10.f5? Bb7 a) 11.Bf3 Nbd7 12.g4 Rc8 13.g5 (13.Qd3 Rc3!
14.bc3 d5 15.ed5 e4 16.Be4 Ned 17.Qe4 Re8 and Black is superior, with attack) Rc3! 14.bc3 Ne4 and
Black is superior; b) 11.Qd3 d5 and Black is dightly better] Nbd7 11.0-0 Bb7 12.Qel!? Rc8 13.Rd1 Re8
14.Qg3 Bf8 [with theidea Rc3] 15.fe5 [15.Nd2! 7] de5 [15...Ne5 16.Nd4 and White is slightly better; 15...
Rc3 16.bc3 de5 (16...Ne5 17.Bd4 and White is slightly better) 17.Rf2 see 15...de5] 16.Rf2 [16.Rd2 Rc3 17.
bc3 Qc8 18.Qh3 Qc3 19.Rd3 Qc7 20.Rfd1 Nc5 21.Rc3 Nfed 22.Be4 Bed unclear] Rc3! 17.bc3 Qc8 (with
compensation) 18.Rfd2 [18.Bg4? Ng4 19.Qg4 Nf6 20.Qc8 Rc8 and Black is superior] Bed 19.c4! time [19.
Qh3 Bf3 20.gf3 Re6 with compensation] Bf5 20.c5!? be5 [20...Nc5 21.Nc¢5 Bc5 22.Bc5 Qcb 23.Qf2
unclear] 21.c4 Nb6 [21...e4 22.Be2 Ne5 23.h3 unclear] 22.Bg5 Nfd7 23.Bg4 (with counterplay) Be6 24.
Qh3[24.Na5? f5 25.Be2 Qab with initiative] h6 25.Be3 Qc6 26.Be6 Re6 27.Na5 Qa4 28.Nb7 Be7 [28...
ed!?with initiative] 29.Nd6 Bd6 30.Rd6 Nf8? [30...Rd6 31.Rd6 Qa3 32.Qf3 Qc3 equal, with counterplay]
31.Rd8! (and White is superior) Qa5 [with the idea Nbd7; 31...Qc4 32.Qf3 and White is superior] 32.Qf3
Nbd7 33.Qa8 [33.R1d7? Qel 34.Qf1 Qe3 35.Kh1 Rf6 36.Qd1 g5 with counterplay] Rd6 34.Rf1 Qa3?!
[34...Rd3 35.Bf2 Qb6 36.Rc8 and White is superior] 35.Bf2 f5? [35...f6 36.Rc8 Kf7 37.Rc7 and Whiteis
superior] 36.Qc8 (and White is winning) Qa5 [36...Rd3 37.Qc6] 37.Rel1?? [37.Bc5 and White is winning]
4 38.h3 Rd3 39.Kh2?! [39.Rf8 Nf8 40.Qf5 and White is superior] Qd2?! [39...Qc3! with initiative] 40.
Bc5! (equal) Qel 41.Rf8 [41.Rd7 Qg3 42.Kh1 Qel 43.Kh2 Qg3 equal] Kh7 [41...Nf8 42.Qf8 Kh7 43.Qf5
Kh8 44.Qf8 Kh7 45.Qf5 equal] 42.Rh8 K g6 43.Qe8 K g5 44.Qe7 only move [44.Be7? Kf4 45.Qg6 Rd1 46.
Bd6 Ke3 and Black iswinning] Kf4 [44...Kg6 equal] 45.Bd6 [45.Qg7!? Nc5 46.Qh6 Ke5 47.Qg7 Kf4 48.
Qc7 Ke3 49.Qc5 Ke2 unclear] Rd6 46.Qd6 Ne5 47.Re8 Qg3 48.Kh1 Qel [48...Qc3?? 49.Qe5 Qe5 50.g3
and White is winning] %% [ Predojevic]

10. I..Ivanisevic 2595 — Matulovic 2389
Srbija 2007 — 100/(281) [D17]

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 ¢6 3.d4 d5 4.Nc3 dcd 5.a4 BfS 6.93 €6 [6...Nab see 45/(433)] 7.Bg2 Bb4 8.0-0 Ned [better
i58...0-0 9.Ne5 Nbd7 10.Nc4 Nb6 11.Ne5 a5 see 96/284]

9.Nh4! [anovelty; 9.Na2; 9.Bd2] Nc3 [9...Bc3 10.Nf5 ef5 11.bc3 and White is superior] 10.bc3 Bc3 11.
Nf5 ef5 12.Rb1 0-0 13.Qc2 Bd4 14.Ba3 Re8 15.Rfd1 Qf6 16.Qc4 Bb6 17.a5! Bab 18.Rb7 Qe6 [18...Bb6
19.Bb2 Qg6 20.Rd6 Re6 21.Bd5 Rd6 22.Bf7 and White is winning] 19.Qe6 Re6 [19...fe6 20.Bb2 €5 21.f4?
Bb6 22.Kf1 Bd4! 23.Bd4 ed4 24.Rd4 &5 equal; 21.€3! with the idea Bf1-c4] 20.e3 Na6 21.Rdd7 and White
iswinning [Matulovic]

D15

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 a6
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@ | & | @ | BB | ds5 | et | N | B2 | ki2 with

| b5 | Noi7 | a2 | e | Nga | fes | Nes | Nf2s | Bdeo | Compensition

7.b4 a5 8.bab

3) 8..657 9.Bd2 e4

al) 10.Ng5 Rab 11.a4 bad 12.Ra4 Rad 13.Qa4 Qc7 [13...Nb8? 14.Qa7 (S.Atalik - T.Reiss, Augsburg
2004/05 see 92/(377)) Nfd7 (only move) 15.Nh3 Be7 16.Na2 0-0 17.Ba5 Qe8 18.Bc7 Nf6 19.Qb8 Bh3 20.
QeB8 Ne8 21.Bg3 Bd7 22.Bas and Whiteis superior] 14.f3 h6 15.Nh3 ef3 16.gf3 and White is slightly
better; S.Atalik;

a2) 10.Ngl Rab 11.a4 bad 12.Rad4 Ra4 13.Qad Qc7 14.Na2 Be7 15.Nb4 Nb8 16.Ne2 and White is dightly
better; Dreev - Korotylev, Russia (ch) 2004 see 92/377;

b) 8...Qa5 9.Bd2 b4 10.Nb1 Ne4 11.a3 [11.Be2 €5 12.0-0 Be7 unclear; lv.Sokolov] Rb8 [11...Nd2 12.Nfd2
Rb8 13.Be2 €5 14.0-0 Be7 15.Nb3 Qc7 16.a4! 0-0 17.a5 Nf6 18.Ra4 Bf5 19.N1d2 Rfe8 20.a6 ed4 21.ed4
(Ki.Georgiev - Erenburg, Gibraltar 2005 see 92/378) Bf8! 22.Rel h5! with counterplay, with the idea g6,
Bh6 Ki.Georgiev] 12.Ra2 Nd2 13.Qd2 Ra8! 14.Be2 e5 15.0-0 Be7 16.Rb2 ba3 17.Qa5 Ra5 18.Ra2 Bab 19.
Bab6 Rab 20.Ra3 equal; 1/2 : 1/2 Aronian - Iv.Sokolov, Goeteborg 2005 see 94/(291);

7.h3 Qc7 8.4 g6 [8...€5 9.95 Ng8 10.e4 b4 11.Nad (Sakaev - Iv.Sokolov, Cesme 2004 see 92/376) Ne7 12.
Bd3!?with initiative; Sakaev] 9.a3 Bg7 10.b4 €5 11.a4 e4 12.Nd2 Rb8 13.Bb2 0-0 14.Be2 Ne8 15.ab5 ah5
16.Qb3 Qd8 17.0-0-0 Qh4 18.Rdf1 Nc7 unclear; M.Kobalia - D.Jakovenko, Moscow 2005 see 94/291;
7.Bd3 €5 8.Ne5 Ne5 9.de5 Ng4 10.f4 Be5 11.Qf3 Qb6 12.Nd1 [12.Ke2 Nh6 13.h3 a5 14.Bd2 Bab unclear;
B.Gelfand - 1v.Sokolov, Espana 2005 see 94/292] Nh6 13.f5 Qc7 14.Bd2 0-0 15.Rc1 Bb6 16.f6 Re8
unclear; Bacrot - Sergey Karjakin, Khanty-Mansiysk (m/3-rapid) 2007 see 101/(300);

7.Be2 a5 8.0-0 g6 9.Ne5! Ne5 10.de5 Nd7 11.e4 b4 [11...d4 12.Qd4 e6 13.Be3 Bc5 14.Qd2 Be3 15.Qe3
Qc7 16.Racl Qe5 17.f4 Qc5 18.Qc5 N5 19.Nb5 cb5 20.Rc5 and White is superior; V.Milov - D.
Jakovenko, Espana 2007 see 101/(300); 11...e6 12.Be3 Nc5 13.Rcl with initiative] 12.Na4 de4 13.66 feb
14.Qc2 with compensation; V.Milov

2

7...5 8.de5 Ned 9.e6 fe6 10.Ned ded 11.Nd4 Nf6 12.b4 Qc7 13.Bb2 €5 14.Nb3 Be7 15.Be2 0-0 16.0-0 Be6
unclear; B.Damljanovic - D.Solak, Srbija (ch) 2007 see 99/(264)

3
8...06 9.0-0 Bg7 10.e4 and Whiteis slightly better; V.Milov
4

10.Nd4 Nge5 [10...Nde5!7] 11.Be2

a) 11...Qc7 12.e4 ded 13.Ned Nc5[13...Bc5 14.f4 Ng6 15.Nc5 Ncb5 16.0-0 0-0 17.f5 Neb 18.Qc2 with
initiative] 14.Qc2 Ne4 15.Qe4 with compensation;

b) 11...Bb7 12.f4 Nc4 [12...Ng6?! 13.Bb5 Rc8 14.Bd3 Bc5 15.0-0 0-0 16.Rb1 (V.Milov - D.Jakovenko,
Kemer 2007 see 101/301) Re8 17.b4 ab4 18.ab4 Bd4 19.ed4 Qf6 20.Ne2 and Whiteis dightly better] 13.
Nd5 Nc5 14.Nc3 unclear; V.Milov



5

12...Ne5 13.f4 Nc4 14.b3 Nd6 15.Nc6 Qb6 16.Nd4 Bd7 17.0-0 and White is slightly better; Lputian - D.
Jakovenko, Fuegen 2006 see 99/(264)

14.g3?! 0-0 15.Kg2 Bd7

a) 16.Bd2?! €5 17.Nb3 [17.Nf3 a4 18.Qc2 Qe8 19.Raf1 Bf5 20.Qd1 Qd7 and Black is superior] Ne6! 18.
Bg4 a4 19.Ncl (P.Eljanov - Sergey Karjakin, Foros 2007 see 100/279) Nc5! and Black is superior;

b) 16.Rf1 Rf1 17.Bf1 Qf6 and Black is slightly better;

¢) 16.Nb3! Nb3 17.Qb3 €5 with counterplay, with theidea Qc8, Bh3;
14.Nc6 0-0

a) 15.Kgl Qh4

al) 16.93?!

all) 16...Bg3? 17.Ne7! K7 [17..Kh8?7? 18.Ng6 hg6 19.hg3 and White is winning] 18.Nf5! &f5 19.Qd5
Be6 20.Qc5 Bel! 21.Qc7 Kg8 22.Qf4 and Whiteis dlightly better;

al2) 16...Qf6! 17.Qel [17.Qf1 Qg6 and Black is superior, with the idea Nb3] Nb3 18.Rb1 (Krasenkow - Y.
Gozzoli, Polska 2007 see 101/300) b4! 19.Nb5 Bc5 and Black is superior, with attack;

a2) 16.Bf3!? Ned!? 17.Qe2 Bab 18.Bed ded 19.9g3 Bg3 20.hg3 Qg3 21.Qg2 Qel 22.Kh2 Qh4 equdl;
Krasenkow;

b) 15.Bf3 Qh4 16.93 Qh3 with compensation; Sergey Karjakin

T.Paunovic
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