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Chess databases grow rapidly from year to year, leaving chess players with the 
dilemma of selecting the most important material in the most economical amount of 
time. With our new product, Top TNT, Chess Informant has sorted the wheat from 
the chafe. 

Top TNT #1 covers the period from May 1 – August 31, 2008. Each game contains a 
precisely defined novelty with additional information from Chess Informants and 
Encyclopaedia of Chess Openings. In all 1,158 games from 28 tournaments are 
sorted chronologically by ECO classification, or you can play them by looking 
through the crosstable of that tournament.

In addition, three theoretical articles survey the openings played most often during 
this period:

●     C 67 – Spanish, Berlin Defense: 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Ne4 
●     E 05 – Catalan: 1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.g3 d5 4.Bg2 dc4 5.Nf3 Be7 
●     E 34 – Nimzo-Indian Defense: 1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Qc2 d5 (without 

5.cd5, 5.a3 and 5.cd5 without 5...ed5)

The material on this CD is presented in four formats: CI Expert, PGN, ChessBase 
and Chess Assistant. 

C67

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 Nf6 4.0-0 Ne4 5.d4 Nd6 6.Bc6 dc6 
7.de5 Nf5 8.Qd8 Kd8 9.Nc3 Ke8 10.h3 Be7 

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19  

1
Bg51 Ng5 Nf33 Rad1 Ng54 Ne6 Rd3 Rfd1 Rd3

equal

Bg52 h6 h5 Ke7 Be65 fe6 Rad8 Rd3 h46
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2
g4 Nh4 Rd1 Kg2 f3 hg4 ef6 Be3 Rh1

equal
Nh4 Bh4 Be77 h58 hg49 f5 gf6 Kf7 Be610

3
... ... Kg2 f3 Be3 a413 Rad1 Rd8 Rd1

equal

... ... h5 Be611 a512 b6 Rd8 Kd8 Ke7

4
... ... ... Bf4 Rfd1 Ne2 f3 Nd4 hg4

equal
... ... Be7 Be6 a514 h5 Rd815 hg4 Bc816

1

11.Ne2 h5!? [11...Nh4 12.Nh4 Bh4 13.Bf4 Be7 14.Rad1 Bd7 15.Rd2 Rd8 16.Rfd1 
h6 17.Kh2 a6 18.f3 Bc8 19.Rd8 Bd8 20.g4 h5 21.Kg2 and White is slightly better; 
Bruzon Batista – Su.B.Hansen, Esbjerg 2002; 11...Be6 12.Ned4 Nd4 13.Nd4 Bd7 14.
Be3 c5 15.Ne2 Rd8 16.Nf4 Bf5 17.c4 and White is slightly better; O.Wegener – E.
Degtiarev, Deutschland (ch) 2004; 11...b6 12.g4 Nh4 13.Nh4 Bh4 14.Nf4 g6 15.Kg2 
f5 16.ef6 Bf6 17.Re1 Kf7 18.Nd3 and White is slightly better; Grischuk – Ki.
Georgiev, Kallithea 2002 see 85/313] 12.Bg5 Be6 13.Nf4 Bd5 14.Be7 Ke7 15.Ng5 
Nd4 16.Rfd1 Ne6 17.Nge6 Be6 18.h4 g6 19.f3 a5 equal; Felgaer – M.Neubauer, 
Torino (ol) 2006.

11.Bf4 Be6 12.g4 Nh4 13.Nh4 Bh4 14.Kg2 Be7 see 11.g4.

2

11...h5 12.Rad1 Be6 13.Rd2 Rd8 14.Rd8 Kd8 15.Rd1 Ke8 16.Be7 [16.g3 f6 17.Bf4 
1/2 : 1/2 Inarkiev – Bologan, Poikovsky 2008] Ke7 17.Ng5 h4 18.Ne2 Ra8 [18...g6 
19.Nf4 Ng7 20.Kf1 Bf5 21.Rd2 Ne6 22.Nfe6 Be6 23.b3 a5 24.Ke2 Bd5 25.Ke3 b5 
equal; Gufeld – A.Gorbatow, Moscow 1992] 19.Nf4 a5 20.Nfe6 fe6 21.a4 b5 equal; 
Zagrebelny – A.Gorbatow, Russia 1996.

3

13.Nge4 b6 14.Rfd1! Ke7!? [14...Ne7 15.f4 Ng6 16.Rf1 h5 17.Rae1 Bf5 18.Ng3 
Ne7 19.Nf5 Nf5 20.Kf2 and White is slightly better; G.Kasparov – Kramnik, Wijk 
aan Zee 2001 see 80/356] 15.Kh2

15... h5 [15...g5 16.Ne2 Be6 17.g4 Nh4 18.Nd4 Bd7 19.Ng3 Rhe8 20.Rd3 Kf8 21.
Re1 equal; Ch.Lutz – V.Topalov, Dortmund 2002 see 85/(313)] 16.Ne2 Re8! 17.Nf4 
Kf8 18.Nh5 Re5 19.Nhg3 Be6 20.Rd2 1/2 : 1/2 V.Anand – Kramnik, Leon (m/6-
rapid) 2002 see 85/(313).



4

15.Rd2 Rd8 16.Rd8 Kd8 17.Ne2 Ke7 18.Nf4 g6 19.Re1 1/2 : 1/2 Goloshchapov – 
Kritz, Deutschland 2003.

15.Ne2 g6 [15...Be6 16.Nf4 g6 17.Ng5 Ng7 equal; P.Czarnota – J.Coleman, Brno 
2004] 16.Nf4 Ng7 17.Rd2 Rd8 18.Rfd1 Rd2 19.Rd2 a5 20.Ng5 a4 21.a3 Ra5 22.Re2 
Rb5 23.c3 Ne6 24.Nfe6 Be6 25.f4 Rd5 equal; P.Haba – M.Neubauer, Oesterreich 
2007.

5

15...a5 16.Rd2 g6 17.Nce4 a4 18.g4 hg4 19.hg4 Ng7 20.Nf6 Ne6 21.Ne6 Be6 equal; 
Shirov – Wang Hao, Poikovsky 2008.

6

20.Ne4 b6 21.f4 a5 22.Kf2 a4 23.c4 Ra8 24.Kf3 c5 25.a3 Rf8 26.Rd2 Nh6 equal; 
Shirov – Evgeny Alekseev, Moscow 2008.

7

13...h5 14.f3 Be6 15.Kg2 Rd8 16.Be3 and White is slightly better; Mi.Adams – 
Zhou Jianchao, Khanty-Mansiysk (m/1) 2007 see 101/235.

8

14...Bd7 15.Be3 b6 16.Ne2 Rd8 17.f3 h5 18.Ng3 g6 19.Ne4 Be6 20.b3 a6 21.Rd8 
Bd8 22.Rd1 Be7 23.Kg3 and White is slightly better; K.Landa – Su.B.Hansen, 
Helsingor 2008.

14...Be6 15.Be3 a5 16.Ne2 h5 17.f3 a4 18.Nf4 g6 19.Rd2 Rd8 20.Rd8 Kd8 21.Rd1 
Ke8 22.Ne6 fe6 23.Rd4 b5 24.Rd3 Rh7 25.b3 ab3 26.cb3 Ba3 27.Bg5 Rd7 28.Rd7 
Kd7 equal; Sergey Karjakin – Wang Yue, Sochi 2008.

9

15...a5 16.Ne2 a4 17.Nd4 Ra5 18.Bf4 hg4 19.hg4 Rd5 20.c4 Rd8 21.b3 Bc5 22.Be3 
Bd4 23.Bd4 Be6 24.Kg3 Rh7 [24...b6!?] 25.Be3 f6 26.Rd8 Kd8 27.ef6 gf6 28.Bd4 
Rh6 29.Re1 Kd7 30.f4 and White is slightly better; I.Khairullin – Kritz, Plovdiv 
2008.

10

20.Bf4 f5 21.g5 Rh1 22.Rh1 Rg8 23.Rh7 Ke8 24.Kf2 Bf7 25.Bc7 Bg5 26.Be5 1/2 : 
1/2 Konguvel – Th.Ravi, India (ch) 2008.

11

14...Be7 15.Be3 Be6 16.b3 [16.Rad1 a5 17.a4 and White is slightly better; Andrei 
Sokolov – C.Marcelin, France (ch) 2002 see 86/(344)] b6 17.Rad1 Rd8 18.Ne2 c5 
19.Nf4 hg4 20.hg4 Rd1 21.Rd1 Bc8 22.Nd5 Bd8 23.c4 f6 24.ef6 gf6 25.Bf4 Rh7 26.
Kg3 and White is slightly better; N.Guliyev – H.Knoll, Wien 2006.

14...a5 15.a4 b6 16.Rd1 Be7 17.Ne2 Bd7 18.Bf4 c5 19.Bg3 Rd8 20.c4 Bc8 21.b3 
Rd1 22.Rd1 hg4 23.hg4 Bd8 24.Nf4 Rh7 25.Re1 Rh6 26.Nh5 Rh7 27.Rh1 Kf8 
equal; Kotronias – Kritz, Port Erin 2007.  



12

15...b6 16.Rad1 and White is slightly better; Nisipeanu – Ki.Georgiev, Bled (ol) 
2002 see 86/344.

15...Rd8 16.Rfd1 f6 17.Rd8 Kd8 equal; J.M.Lopez Martinez – Oms Pallisse, 
Barcelona 2008.

13

16.g5?! Bf5 17.Rac1 Rd8 and Black is slightly better; Ter-Sahakyan – Kritz, Plovdiv 
2008.

14

15...Rd8 16.f3

a) 16...h5 17.Ne2 [17.b3 b6 18.Ne4 a5 equal; O.Korneev – R.Fontaine, Cap d'Agde 
2002 see 86/(345)] c5 18.Ng3 hg4 19.hg4 Rd1 [19...c6 and White is slightly better; 
K.Sakai – J.Weisskohl, corr.2004] 20.Rd1 and White is slightly better; Leko – Mi.
Adams, Wijk aan Zee 2004 see 89/303.

b) 16...Rd7 17.Ne2 c5 18.Ng3 g6 19.Ne4 h6 20.Nf6 Bf6 21.ef6 Kd8 22.a3 Kc8 23.
Kg3 h5 24.Rd7 Kd7 25.Re1 a5 26.Re5 b6 27.h4 a4 equal; Dominguez Perez – 
Evgeny Alekseev, Biel 2008.

15

17...a4 18.Nd4 Rd8 19.Ne6 fe6 20.Rd8 Kd8 21.Rd1 Kc8 22.Be3 b5 23.f4 hg4 24.
hg4 g6 25.Rh1 Rh1 26.Kh1 c5 27.Kg2 c4 equal; Sutovsky – A.Onischuk, Poikovsky 
2008.

16

20.Ne2 Rd1 21.Rd1 c5 22.Nc3 Be6 23.Nd5 Bd8 24.c4 b6 25.a4 Rh7 equal; 
Dominguez Perez – Evgeny Alekseev, Biel (m/2-playoff) 2008.
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