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Two games published in Informant 102 stand out by their beauty and
theoretical importance. The game Topalov — Kramnik, published in last
month’s article, was voted as the most important theoretical novelty by a
small margin over the game Ivanchuk — Karjakin. However, the jury for
selecting the best game reversed the order and preferred Ivanchuk —
Karjakin. The game that camein third on both lists, Gelfand — Anand is

also very impressive,

In modern tournament practice, when the top chess players are extremely
well-prepared in the openings, Topalov’s knight sacrifice, 12.Nf7, and
Ivanchuk’s queen sacrifice, 14.Qe6, give us new hope that ideas and
creativity can still surmount the brute calculation of the machines. It is
quite unpleasant to be the black player when the opponent makes a “bolt

from the blue” in arapid game.
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14.Qe6! ? [a novelty; 14.Bf6 see 98/(169)] fe6 15.Ne6 Qe5 [15...Qb6 16.
Ng7 Kf8 17.Ne6 Kf7 (17...Ke8 18.Nc5 Qc5 19.Rhel Ne7 20.Bf6 Rd8 21.
Nd5 Bd5 22.Be7 Qe7 23.Bd5 and White iswinning) 18.Nc5 Kg6 19.Rd6!!
Qc5 (19...Kg5 20.Rf6!! Kf6 21.Nd5 Kg7 22.Nb6 and White is winning) 20.
Rf6 Kg7 21.Bh6 Kf6 22.Ne4 Kg6 23.Nc5 and White is superior; 15...Bb6
16.Rhel a) 16...Qb8 17.Nc7 Kf8 18.Ne6 Ke7 19.Ng7 Kf8 20.Bh6 (20.Bf6
Qf4 21.Kb1 Qf6 22.Ne6 Kf7 23.Nf4 equal) Ng4 21.Ne6 Ke7 22.Bg5 Ke8
23.Nd5!! and White is superior; b) 16...Qh2 17.Ng7 (17.Nc7 Kf8 18.Ne6
equal) Kf8 18.Bf6 Qf4 (18...Na5 19.Ne6 Kf7 20.Bh8 Nb3 21.ab3 Rh8 22.
Rd7 Kg6 23.Rb7 with initiative) 19.Kb1 Qf6 20.Ne6 Kf7 (20...Qe6 21.
Re6 with compensation) 21.Nf4 Kf8 22.Ne6 equal; 15...Bd6 16.Rhel (16.
Nc7 Bc7 17.Rhel Ne7 18.Bd5 Ra7 19.Bb7 Rb7 20.Bf6 gf6 21.Nd5 Be5 22.
f4 Bb8 23.Nf6 Kf7 24.Nh5 Rg8 25.g3 unclear) a) 16...Qb8 17.Ng7 Kf8 18.
Ne6 (18.Bf6 Na5 19.Re8 Qe8 20.Ne8 Bf4 21.Kb1 Nb3 22.ab3 Rg8 23.Ng7
Bg2 24.Rd7 unclear) Kf7 19.Bf6 Kf6 20.Ne4 Ke7 21.Nd6 and Whiteis
superior; b) 16...Kd7!! 17.Nc7 (17.Bf6 gf6 18.Nc7 Kc7 19.Nd5 Kb8 20.
Nb6 Bf4 21.Kb1 Ra7 22.Nd7 Kc7 23.Nf6 unclear) Kc7 18.Rd6! Kd6 19.
Bf4 Kd7 20.Rd1 Ke7 21.Rel equal; 15...Qe7 16.Rhel Qe6! 17.Reb (17.
Be6 Ne7 18.f3 Rd8 and Black is superior) Ne7 a) 18.Bf6 gf6 19.Bd5 Bd5
20.Nd5 Rd8 21.Ne7 Kf7! (21...Be7 22.Rd8 Kd8 23.Ra6 Kd7 and Black is
dlightly better) 22.Rdel Rde8 and Black is superior; b) 18.f3 Rd8 and
Black is dlightly better; c) 18.Rdel! Kd7 (18...Rd8 19.a4 b4 20.Bf6 gf6 21.
Ne4 Bed 22.R1e4 f5 23.Re2 with compensation) 19.Rd1 Kc8 20.Re5! Bb4
21.a3 Ng6! (21...Bc3 22.Re7 and White iswinning) 22.Be6 Kc7 23.ab4
Ne5 24.Bf4 Bg2 25.Be5 Kb6 26.Ne2 with compensation] 16.Ng7 [16.
Rhel!? Qel 17.Rel Be7 18.Ng7 Kd8 19.Re7 (19.Nf5 Rf8 20.Bh6 unclear;
19.f3!1?) Ke7 (19...Ne7 20.Bf6 Kd7 21.g4 Rhf8 22.g5 Kd6 23.Ne6 unclear)
20.Nh5 Kd6 21.Bf4 (21.Nf6 Na5 and Black is slightly better; 21.Bf6 Rhe8
22.Ng7 Rel 23.Kd2 Rhl and Black is slightly better) Ke7 (21...Kc5 22.
Nf6 with initiative) 22.Bg5 equal] K8 17.Ne6 Kf7 [17...Ke8 18.Rhel
Qg5 (18...Qel 19.Nc7 Kf8 20.Rel and White is winning) 19.Ng5 Ne7 20.
Re6 Bf2 21.Re2 Bc5 22.Rf1 Bd4 23.Nf7 Rf8 24.Nd6 and Whiteis
winning; 17...Ke7 18.Rhel Bf2 19.Re5 Ne5 20.Ng7 Nc4 21.Bc4 bed 22.
Rf1 Raf8 23.Rf2 Rhg8 24.Nf5 Kd7 25.Bh6 unclear] 18.Rhel Qel?[18...
Bf2! 19.Re5 Neb 20.Nd8 K g6 21.Bf6 Kf6 22.Nb7 Rhf8 23.Ned4 Kg7 24.
h3!? with compensation; 24.Kb1 with compensation; 18...Qg5 19.Ng5

K g6 20.Nced Be7 (20...Ne4 21.Ned Bb4 22.¢3 Be7 23.Bc2 and Whiteis
superior) 21.Nf7! @) 21...Rhf8 22.Ned6 Bd6 23.Nd6 Bc8 (23...Na5 24.
Beb Bcb 25.f4 Nh5 26.b4 and White is superior) 24.Re3 with attack, with
theidea Rg3; b) 21...Rhe8 22.Rd3 (22.Ned6 Bd6 23.Nd6 Rel 24.Rel Bc8
25.c3 Bd7 26.Bc2 Kg7 27.a4 equal; 22.Nfd6 Ne4 23.Bf7 Kf6 24.Re4 Red8
25.Rf4 Kg7 26.Rg4 equal) Ne4 23.Red Bgb 24.Ng5 Kg5 25.Rd5 Kg6 26.
Rg4 Kf6 27.Rf4 Ke7 (27...Kg6 28.Rd6 and White is winning) 28.Rh5 and
White is superior] 19.Nc5 K g6 20.Rel Kg5 21.Nb7 Nd4 22.Nd6 Rhf8
23.f3[23.Re7!] b4 [23...Ra7!] 24.Nced Ned 25.Re4 Nb3 26.ab3 [R 9/n]
ab 27.Rg4 Kf6 28.Ned4 Ke5 29.Rh4 a4 30.ba4 Ra4




31.Nc5! (and White iswinning) [31.Rh7?! Rd8 32.Re7 K5 33.Nd2 Ral
34.Nb1 b3! 35.Rel (35.c3?? Rbl 36.Kb1 Rd1 mate) bc2 36.Kc2 Rc8 37.
Kd3 Rd8 equal] Ral 32.Kd2 Rg8 33.g3 Rf1 34.Ke2 Rb1 35.Rb4 Kd5
36.Ne4 K6 37.h4 Rh1 38.Rc4 Kb6 39.b4 Rd8 40.Rc5 Ra8 41.c3 Ra2
42 Ke3 Rel 43.Kf4 Rf1 44.Rh5 Ra8 45.Rh6 Kb5 46.Nd6 Ka4 47.Rh7
Kb3 48.Rc7 Rd8 49.Nf5 1-0 [Ivanchuk]

2.V.Topalov 2780 — Kramnik 2799
Wijk an Zee 2008 — 102/333 [D43]

1.d4 d5 2.c4 ¢6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 €6 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bh4 dc4 7.4 g5 8.Bg3
b5 9.Be2 Bb7 10.0-0 Nbd7 11.Ne5 Bg7
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12.Nf7!? [anovelty; 12.Nd7 see 102/332] Kf7 13.e5 Nd5[13...Rf8!? 14.
ef6 Nf6 15.Be5 Kg8 16.Qc2 Qe7 17.Rael with compensation] 14.Ne4
Ke7 15.Nd6 Qb6 16.Bg4 Raf8 [16...Rhg8!? 17.Qc2 Nf8] 17.Qc2 Qd4?
18.Qg6 Qg4 19.Qg7 Kd8 20.Nb7 Kc8 21.a4! (with initiative) b4 22.
Racl c3[22...Rfg8!?23.Qf7 Rf8 24.Nd6 Kc7 25.Qg6 Rhg8 26.Qb1 and
Whiteis dlightly better] 23.bc3 b3? [23...Rfg8 and White is dlightly
better; 23...bc3!? with the idea 24.Rb1 c2] 24.c4! Rfg8 25.Nd6 K c7 26.
Qf7 Rf8 27.cd5? [27.h3! Rf7 28.hg4 Nf4 29.Nf7 Ne2 30.Kh2 Nc1 31.
Rcl b2 (31...Rb8 32.Rb1 Nc5 33.f4 gf4 34.Bf4 Rf8 35.Be3 and Whiteis
winning) 32.Rb1 Rb8 33.f4! gf4 34.Bf4 Rf8 (34...Nc5 35.Nh6 Na4 36.g5
and White iswinning) 35.Rb2 Rf7 36.Kg3 and Whiteiswinning] Rf7 28.
Rc6 Kb8 29.Nf7
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29...Re8?[29...Qe2!! 30.Rc3! (30.Nh8? Qf1! 31.Kf1 b2; 30.Rb1? Qa2)
b2 31.Rb3 Ka8 32.Nh8 Ncb5! 33.Rb5! (33.Rb4?! a5!; 33.Rb2 Qb2 34.de6
Ne6) Nad (33...a6 34.Rc5 Qf1 35.Kf1 b1Q 36.Ke2 Qe4 37.Kf1 equal) 34.
Rb2 Qb2 35.de6 Qb6 36.€7 Qeb unclear] 30.Nd6 Rh8 31.Rc4! (and
Whiteiswinning) Qe2 32.de6 Nb6 33.Rb4 K a8 34.e7 [34.Rb3 Qg4 35.
€7 Qeb 36.Rc3 Qe7 37.Rfcl and White is winning] Nd5 35.Rb3 Ne7 36.
Rfb1 Nd5 37.h3 h5 [37...Nf4 38.Bf4 gf4 39.Nb5! Qe5 40.Rcl Rb8 (40...
a6 41.Nc7 Ka7 42.Rc6; 40...Kb7 41.Nc7 Kc8 42.Na6 Kd7 43.Rb7 Kd6 44.
Nb4) 41.Nc7 Qc7 42.Rc7 Rb3 43.Rc4 f3 44.g4! and White iswinning] 38.
Nf7 Rc8 39.e6 a6 [39...Nf4 40.Ng5] 40.Ng5 h4 41.Bd6 Rg8 42.R3b2
Qd3 43.e7 Nf6 44.Be5 Nd7 45.Ne6 1-0 [Krasenkow]

3. B.Gdfand 2737 — V.Anand 2799
Nice (blindfold) 2008 — 102/346 [D47]

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 e6 5.63 Nbd7 6.Bd3 dc4 7.Bc4 b5 8.
Bd3 Bb7 9.a3 Bd6 10.0-0 0-0 11.Qc2 a6 12.b4 a5 13.Rb1 ab4 14.ab4
Qe7 15.e4 €5 16.de5 Ne5 17.Ne5 Be5 18.Ne2 Qeb [18...Rfd8 see 99/302)
19.f4 Ra2 20.Qd1
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20...Bal!! [anovelty; 20...Bc7 21.Nc3 and Whiteis dightly better] 21.
€57 c5! 22.ef6 [22.Ral Ral 23.ef6 Qd5! 24.Rf3 ¢4 and Black is superior]
Bd4 23.Rf2 only move [23.Kh1 Qh3! 24.Rgl Bgl 25.Qgl Qd3 and Black
iswinning] Bf2 [23...Qg4 24.Qf1 Bf2 25.Qf2 c4 26.h3 Qh5 27.Qg3 g6
and Black is superior] 24.Kf2 Qd5 25.Bb2 [25.Bh7 Kh7 26.Qd5 Bd5 27.
bc5 Re8! (27...Bc4 28.Rb2 Rfa8 29.Nc3 Rb2 30.Bb2 b4 and Black is
winning) 28.Rb2 Rb2 29.Bb2 Rc5 and Black iswinning] Qg2 26.Kel c4
27.Bc2 Bf3[27...Re8 28.Be5 gf6 29.Qd7 Bc6] 28.fg7 Re8 29.Be5 6 30.
Bh7 Kh7 31.g8Q Kg8 0-1 [V.Anand]

4. P.Haba 2544 — Gyimesi 2600
Deutschland 2008 — 102/96 [B19]

1.4 ¢6 2.d4 d5 3.Nd2 de4 4.Ne4 Bf5 5.Ng3 Bg6 6.h4 h6 7.Nf3 Nd7 8.
h5 Bh7 9.Bd3 Bd3 10.Qd3 e6 11.Bf4 Qa5 12.Bd2 Bb4 13.c3 Be7 14.c4
Qc7 15.0-0-0 Ngf6 16.Rhel b5 17.c5 0-0 18.K b1 [18.Nf5 see 97/(66)]
Rfd8 [18...Rad8 19.Qa3!? and White is slightly better] 19.Qc2 [19.Qe2!7]



Nf8 [anovelty; 19...Bf8; 19...85] 20.Ne2! N8h7 [20...Nd5 21.g4 and
White is superior; 20...a5 21.g4 with initiative; 20...Nh5 21.g4 Nf6 22.
Rh1!? (22.g5 hg5 23.Ng5 Rd5 24.Rh1 Qd7 25.Rh3 g6 26.Rdhl with
compensation) Nd5 23.g5 (23.Rdgl!?) hg5 24.Bg5 Bg5 25.Ng5 Nf4 26.
Rdgl with compensation] 21.Bf4 [21.Ne5!? with the idea g4; 21.g4!7]
Qb7?! [21...Qc8 22.Ne5 and White is superior, with the idea 22...Nh5? 23.
Bh6! gh6 24.Nf7! and Whiteiswinning; 21...Qd7 22.Ne5 Qe8 23.g4 Nd5
24.Bd2 and White is dlightly better] 22.Ne5 (and White is superior) a5?!
[22...Nh5 23.Bh6! (23.Nf7 Rf8 24.Nh6! gh6 25.Qg6 Ng7 26.Qh6 Bf6 27.
04 Ne8 28.g5 and Whiteis superior) f6 24.Bg7! Ng7 25.Ng4 Nf5 26.Nf4
Nf8 27.d5!! and White is winning; 22...Rf8 23.g4 Nd5 24.Bd2 and White
issuperior; 22...Nf8 23.g4 and White is superior]
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23.Bh6! (and White iswinning) gh6 [23...Nh5 24.Rh1 N5f6 25.Bg7! Kg7
26.Rd3 Rh8 27.Rg3 Kf8 28.Nf4 with the idea Nf7] 24.Nf7! Nf8 25.Nhe!
K g7 26.Nf4 [26.Ng3 Rd5 27.Re6! Kh6 28.Re5! Re5 29.de5 Kg7 30.Nf5
Kh8 31.ef6 Bf6 32.Qe4 and White iswinning] Kh6 [26...Qd7? 27.Neb!]
27.Ne6 N6h7 [27...Nh5 28.94 Bhd 29.f41] 28.Re5! [28.d5!? Gyimesi,Z]
Bg5 29.f41 Bf4 30.Nf4 [30.Rf1!7] Ng5 [30...Re8 31.Nes!; 30...Qf7 31.
Rf5 Qg8 32.Qcl Kg7 33.d5!] 31.Qcl [31.Qd2 Qg7 32.Rdel!; 31.Rg5!?
Kg5 (31...Qh7 32.Rg6! Ng6 33.ng6) 32.Ne6! Kh6 33.Rf1] Nfh7 32.Nh3
[32.Re6!? K7 33.Qe3 (33.h6 Kf7 34.Qc2) Ne6 34.Ne6] Rg8 33.Reb
Kh5 34.Ng5 [34.g4! Kg4 35.Qf4 Kh5 36.Ng5] Ng5 [34...Kg4 35.Rh1!]
35.Rh1 K g4 36.Rh4! Kh4 37.Qf4 Kh5 38.94 1-0 [P.Haba]

5. V.Anand 2799 — V.Topalov 2780
Wijk an Zee 2008 — 102/190 [B90]

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.Nd4 Nfé 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 €5 7.Nb3 Be6 8.f3
h5 9.Nd5 Bd5 10.ed5 Nbd7 11.Qd2 g6 12.0-0-0 [12.Nab see 91/224]
Nb6 [anovelty; 12...Bg7; 12...Rc8] 13.Qa5 [13.c4 Rc8 14.Kb1 Nc4 15.
Bc4 Re4 16.Nab Re8! (16...Ra4 17.Nb7 Qc7 18.Qc2 Qc2 19.Kc2 Rb4 20.
Na5 Kd7 21.Bg5 Bg7 22.Bf6 Bf6 23.Nc6 Rc8 24.Rhel) 17.Nb7 Qd7 18.
Na5] Bh6 14.Bh6 Rh6 15.K b1 Rc8 [better is15...Nbd7 16.Qd2 (16.Qb4
Qb6; 16.c4 Qa5 17.Na5 0-0-0) Rh7] 16.Qb4! [16.c4 Nc4 17.Bc4 Rc4 18.
Qd2 Rh7] Kf8[16...Nfd5 17.Rd5 Nd5 18.Qd2 Nf4 19.g3 Qf6 20.gf4 Qf4
21.Qf4 ef4 22.h4 and White is superior, with the idea 22...f6 23.Nd4 Rd8
24.Bd3 and White is superior; 16...Qc7 17.c4 Nbd7 (17...h4 18.Qd2 Rh8
19.Bd3 Kf8 20.Rc1) 18.Rcl h4 19.Bd3 Kf8 20.g4 with initiative] 17.c4
Kg7 18.g3! Rh8[18...h4 19.g4 Nh7 20.Be2 (20.c5? dc5 21.Nc5 Nd5)
Ng5 21.¢5 dc5 22.Nc5 Nd5 23.Qc4!] 19.Rcl Qc7 20.Bh3! Rce8 21.Rhd1
Re7 [21...ed! 22.¢5 (22.f4 €3) Nbd5 23.Rd5 Nd5 24.Qd4 Nf6 25.cd6 Qb8
a) 26.Nc5 ef3 27.Rf1 Qd8 al) 28.Nd7 Re4 29.Qc3 Rhe8 30.Rf3 Kh6!!
(30...Rel 31.Kc2 R8e2 32.Kb3 Kh6 33.Qf6) 31.Nf6 (31.Qf6 Qa5 32.a3
Qd5 and Black iswinning) Rel 32.Kc2 R8e2 33.Kb3 Rb1l and Black is
superior; a2) 28.Rf3 Rel 29.Kc2 Re2 30.Kd1 Rhe8 31.Nd7 Rel; b) 26.d7
Re7 27.Rc8 Rd7! 28.Rh8 Rd4 29.Rb8 Rd1 30.Kc2 Rh1 with counterplay]
22.a3[22.¢5 Nbd5 23.Rd5 Nd5 24.Qd2 &) 24...dc5 25.Rc5 Qb6 26.Rd5
(26.Qd5 Rd8 27.Qe4 Rd1 28.Rcl Rcl 29.Ncl Qgl 30.Qd5 Qh2 31.Qd8
Qh3 32.Qe7 Qg3) h4 (26...Qgl 27.Nc1 h4 28.Rd8) 27.Qg5 f6 (27...hg3
28.Qe7 Qg1 29.Kc2 gh2 30.Qe5 Kh7 31.Qe7 Kg7 32.Nd4! Ra8) 28.Qg4
Qg1 29.Nc1; b) 24...Qc6 (V.Topalov) 25.Na5 Qc7 equal] Rd8 [22...e4?



23.¢5 Nbd5 24.Rd5 Nd5 25.Qd4 and White iswinning; 22...h4 23.g4 Nh7
24.¢5 and White is superior] 23.Nd2 Nbd7 24.Qc3 a57? [24...Qb6 25.Ne4
Ne4 26.fed Nc5 27.Qf3 a5 28.Rf1 Rde8 29.g4 Nb3 30.Rc2 h4 31.Qf6

K g8 32.Qh4 Qe3 equal; 25.Bd7 and White is slightly better; 24...Nh7 25.
f4 (25.Bd7 Qd7 26.f4 Nf6 27.fe5 Qf5) Ndf6 (25...f5 26.fe5 Neb 27.Nf3
Kg8 28.Nd4 with the idea 29.Ne6, 29.Bf5) 26.Nf3 Ne4 27.Qc2 ef4 28.gf4
and Whiteis dlightly better; 24...Nc5 25.b4 (25.f4 ef4 26.9f4 Rde8) Ncd7
26.94 hg4 27.fg4 a5 28.95 Nh5 29.Ned and White is slightly better] 25.
Bd7 Nd7 [25...Qd7 26.Qa5] 26.f4 Nf6 [26...f5 @) 27.h3? Nf6 28.Nf3 Ned
29.Qel Nc5 30.g4 hg4 31.hg4 fg4 32.Nh2 Qd7 and Black is dlightly
better; b) 27.Nf3 Nc5; c) 27.Nb3 Nc5 (27...b6 28.fe5 Ne5 29.Nd4 and
Whiteis superior) 28.Na5 Rde8 with compensation; d) 27.fe5! Ne5 28.
Nf3 with the idea Nd4] 27.Rf1 b6 [27...e4 28.Rcel Rde8 29.f5 g5 30.Qe3
and Whiteis superior; 27...b5!] 28.h3 Qd7 [28...b5!? 29.fe5 (29.f5 b4 30.
ab4 ab4 31.Qf3 Rf8 32.g4) Re5]
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29.f5! Rf8[29...gf5 30.Qe3 (30.Nf3 f4 31.gf4 Qf5 32.Kal! Qf4 33.Qel
with attack) Nh7 31.Nf3 f4 32.gf4 Qf5 33.Kal Qf4 34.Qb6 and Whiteis
winning] 30.Qe3 e4 [30...b5 31.g4 hg4 32.hg4 Ng4 33.Qg5 Nf6 34.Rf3!
and Whiteiswinning] 31.g4 hg4 [31...Re5 32.g5 Nh7 33.f6 (33.fg6 fg6
34.Rf8 Nf8 35.Ka2 Qe7 36.Qb6 e3 37.Nf3) Kg8 34.h4 b5 35.Rf4 and
White iswinning, weak Nh7] 32.hg4 Reb 33.Rf4 [33.g5? Nh5 34.f6 Kg8]
Qd8[33...g5 34.Rf2 Nh7 35.Rh1 and White is winning] 34.g5 Nh5 35.f6
K g8 36.Red Rfe8 37.Ka2 a4 38.Rc3 Qc7 39.Qd4 Qc5 40.Qc5 [40...bcs5
41.Rce3 Red 42.Re4 Kf8 43.Re8 Ke8 44.Ned Kd7 45.b4 ab3 46.Kb3 Nf4
47.84 Nd3 48.a85 Ne5 49.Nd2 Kc7 50.Ka4 and Whiteiswinning] 1-0 [V.
Anand]

6. Shirov 2755 - V.Anand 2799
Morelia/Linares 2008 — 102/195 [B96]

1.e4 ¢52.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.Nd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Bg5 €6 7.f4 Nbd7 8.
Qf3 Qc7 9.0-0-0 b5 10.Bd3 Bh7 11.Rhel Qb6 12.Nb3 Rc8 [12...b4 see
101/178] 13.Qh3 [anovelty; 13.Kb1] Rc3! 14.bc3 Qc7 15.K b1 Be7 16.
€5 deb 17.f5?! [17.feb! a) 17...Nd5 18.Be7 Ke7 19.Rd2 (19.Qh4 Ke8 20.
Rd2 Ne5) al) 19...Ne5 20.Qg3 Nd3 (20...Nc4 21.Qg5 Kf8 22.Bc4 bea 23.
Nc5 h6 24.Qh4! Nc3 25.Kal Bd5 26.Re6!) 21.Qc7 Nc7 22.cd3; a2) 19...
Nc3 20.Kb2 (20.Kal Bd5 21.Qh4) Ne5; b) 17...Ne5 18.Qg3 (18.Bf4 Bd6
19.Bb5 ab5 20.Rd6 Qd6 21.Be5 Qd5 22.Qh4) Bd6 19.Bf6 gf6 20.Qg7 (20.
Bed!?) Rf8 21.Qf6 Bg2 22.Bf5 bl) 22...Bd5 23.Rd5 (23.Be4) ed5 24.Nd4
Qe7 25.Qg7 and White is superior; b2) 22...Nc4! 23.Rd6! Qd6 24.Be6
Be4 25.Bf7 Rf7 26.Re4 Re7 equal] Nd5 18.Be7 [18.Bd2 &) 18...N7hb6 19.
fe6 Nad 20.Kal Ndc3 21.ef7 Kf8 22.Nd4! Bc8 (22...ed4 23.Re7 and
Whiteiswinning) 23.Ne6 Be6 24.Qe6; b) 18...ef5 19.Bf5 N7b6] Ke7 19.
fe6 fe6?! [19...N7f6; 19...Nc3! 20.Kc1 (20.Kal Nd1!) Nf6 (20...Nd1 21.
ed7 Nc3 22.Qg3! and White iswinning) a) 21.Qg3 Nd1 22.Rd1 (22.Qg7
Nf2!) g6 23.ef7 Kf7; b) 21.Rd2 e4 22.ef7 Rc8 (22...Kf7 23.Bc4!; 22...Qd6
23.Rf2 Kf7 24.Qh5; 23...Bd5) 23.Be2 Bd5 24.Bg4] 20.Qg3 g6 [20...Nc3
21.Kal Kf7 22.Rd2 (22.Rf1 Nf6 23.Rdel Na4 24.Qe5 Qe5 25.Re5 Bg2
with compensation) Nd5 23.Rf2 N5f6 unclear] 21.Rd2 [21.Qh4 N76]
Rc8[21...Nc3 22.Kal Rc8 23.Qg5 Nf6 24.Rf2 Ncd5 25.Re5 Qc3 26.Kb1]
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22.Qg5? [22.Qh4 N7f6 (22...Ke8 23.Qh7 and White is winning) 23.Rf2
e4 24.Be4 Nc3 25.Kcl Qeb 26.Rf6 Na2 27.Kd2 Rd8 28.Bd3 Qc3 29.Ke3
Qe5 equal] Ke8 23.Qg4? [23.Rf2 e4!; 23.Bg6 hgb 24.Qg6 Ke7 25.Qg7
Kd6; 23.Qh6! N7f6 (23...Nc3 24.Kal Nf6 25.Qh4 Ncd5 26.Qg5 Nd7 27.
Bed Qc3 28.Kb1 Qb4 29.Bd5 ed5 30.Rde2 e4) 24.Kcl unclear] Nc3 24.
Kal Bd5 25.Re3 [25.Qb4 a5 with the idea 26.Qa5 Ra8!] Nf6 26.Qh4
Qe7[26...Qg7! 7] 27.Bf1[27.Qg3 Bb3 (27...e4 28.Be2 b4) 28.Bg6 hg6 29.
cb3 Nfed 30.Qg6 Qf7 31.Qf 7 Kf7 32.Rc2 Rc5] Bb3 28.cbh3 Nced 29.Rb2
[29.Re4 Qa3 30.Bd3 (30.Rb2 Rcl 31.Rb1 Rc2 and Black iswinning) Qcl
31.Bbl Qd2] Rcl 30.Rb1 Qc5 0-1 [V.Anand]

7. B.Gelfand 2723 — Evgeny Alekseev 2711
Russia 2008 — 102/328 [D43]

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 6 5.Bg5 h6 6.Bh4 dc4 7.e4 g5 8.Bg3
b5 9.Ne5 Bb7 10.h4 g4 11.Ng4!? Nbd7 12.Nf6 Nf6?! [anovelty; 12...
Qf6 see 102/(328)] 13.Qf3! Rg8 [13...b47 14.Nad4 Qd4 (14...c5 15.Be5
Ne4 16.Bh8 Qa5 17.b3 and Whiteiswinning) 15.Be2 c5 (15...Be7? 16.e5
and White iswinning) 16.Rd1 Be4 17.Rd4 Bf3 18.Bf3 cd4 19.Ba8] 14.
Be2 a6? [14...Be7!?; 14...b4! 15.Na4 ¢5 unclear] 15.Rd1 [15.0-0!? with
theidea 15...b4 16.Na4 c5 17.d5 ed5 18.ed5] Nd7 [15...Be7!?; better
is15...h5 weak point g4] 16.0-0 [16.Qf4!? b4 (16...Qf6? 17.Qc7) 17.Nad
Qab 18.b3 3 19.0-0 with initiative] Qf6 17.Qe3 0-0-0 [17...c5!? 18.d5 0-
0-019.b3 (19.65 Qf5) b4 (19...ch3 20.ab3 €5 and White is superior) 20.
de6 (20.Na4 ed5 21.ed5 ¢3) feb 21.Na4 ¢3 22.a3! and Whiteis superior]
18.b3 ch3?[18...b4 19.Na4 c3 20.a3 (20.d5 c5) a5 21.ab4 ab4 22.d5 ¢5
23.d6 and White iswinning; 18...c5! 19.e5 cd4 20.Rd4 Qf5 21.Ne4 Bed
22.Qed Qed 23.Red Ncb!? 24.Re3 Rd2 25.bc4 b4 with compensation; 19.
d5 see 17...c5] 19.ab3 Be7 [19...Bb4 20.Rcl and White is superior] 20.
Rc1 [20.e5 Qg6 (20...Qf5 21.Bd3 Qg4 22.Ned) 21.Bf3!7] Qh8 21.Bh2?
[21.Nb5!? ab5 22.Bb5 Rg3! 23.fg3 Ba3 24.Rc2 Nb8 25.e5 Qg7 unclear M.
Notkin; 21.Qf4 Rg3 22.Qg3 Qd4 23.Rfd1 Qe5?? 24.Rd7; 23...Qf6 with
counterplay; 21.Rfd1 and White is winning with the idea Qf4] Qg7 [21...
Bh4?? 22.Qf4] 22.Bf3 5 23.Nd5 Bd6! [23...Bh4 24.de5 (24.Qc3!? with
theidea 25.Qa5, 25.Nb4, 25.de5 M.Golubev; 24.Nb4 Bg5 25.Rc6! Bc6 26.
Qc3 Qf6 27.Nc6 and White iswinning) Ne5 25.Be5 Qe5 26.Qa7 and
Whiteiswinning] 24.Qc3! [with the idea Qa5, with the idea Nb4, with
the idea Ne3-f5; 24.Qd2 Qf8] Rde8?! [24...ed4? 25.Bd6! dc3 26.Ne7
mate; 24...f6 25.Qa5 Qf8 26.Rc6! Bcb a) 27.Rc1?! Nb8 28.Rc6 Nc6 29.
Qab Kd7 30.Nb6 (30.Qb7 Keb 31.Nf4 ef4 32.d5 Ke5) Kc7 31.Nd5 equal
M. Notkin; b) 27.Qa6! Bb7 28.Qa7 Bd5 29.Rc1 Bc4 30.bc4 Re8 31.¢5
and White iswinning; 24...Qf8 25.de5; 24...Kb8! 25.Nb4 (25.Ne3 Bc7 26.
Nf5 Qf6 27.d5 and Whiteis superior) a) 25...c5 26.dc5 Bcb (26...Nc5 27.
Rfd1) 27.Rfd1 and White iswinning; b) better is25...Rc8! 26.Nd3 (26.Ral
Ka7!!) f6 and White is superior]
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25.Qab5! and Whiteiswinning [25.Qc6? Bc6 26.Rc6 Kb7 27.Rd6 f6 28.
Rcl Rc8; 28.Ral with attack] Re6 [25...Qf8 26.Rc6 Bc6 27.Rcl Nb8 28.
de5 Re5 29.Rc6 Nc6 30.Qab Kd7 31.Qb7 Keb 32.Qc6 and White is
winning; 25...Kb8 26.Rc6 Bc6 27.Qab Rc8 28.Ral Rc7 29.Nc7 Kc7 30.
d5 Bb7 31.Rc1 Bc5 32.Qb5 and White iswinning; 28.Rcl and Whiteis
winning] 26.Rc6!! Bc6 27.Rcl! [27.Qab? Bb7 unclear] Nb8[27...Kb7 28.
Rc6 Kc6 29.Qab Nb6 30.Qb6 Kd7 31.Qb7 and White is winning Golubev,
M] 28.Rc6! Nc6 29.Qab Kd8 [29...Kb8 30.Qb5 Ka7 31.Qb6 Ka8 32.Qc6
Kb8 (32...Ka7 33.Qb6 Ka8 34.Be5! Beb 35.Nc7 Bc7 36.€5) 33.Qb5 Ka8
34.Nb6 Ka7 35.Nd7] 30.Qb6 Kd7 [30...Ke8 31.Qc6 Kf8 32.Be5 (32.de5
Qh8 33.Nf4 Rgg6 34.Ngb6 fg6 35.Qd5 and White iswinning) Qg6 (32...
Be5 33.Qc8 Re8 34.Qc5 Re7 35.Qe7 mate) 33.Nf4 and Whiteiswinning]
31.Qb7 Kd8 [31...Ke8 32.Qc6 see 30...Ke8] 32.Nb6! [32.Qc6?! f6
unclear] f5[32...Bc7 33.Qc8 Ke7 34.Nd5; 32...Ke8 33.Qc8 Nd8 34.Qd7]
33.Qc8 Ke7 34.Qd7 [34.Nd5 Kf7 35.Bh5 Rg6 36.Qc6 and Whiteis
winning] Kf8 35.Qe6 Qe7 [35...Qg6 36.Nd7 Kg7 37.Qg6 Kg6 38.ef5 Kf5
39.Bc6] 36.Qh6 Rg7 37.Nc8 1-0 [B.Gelfand)]

8. Sergey Karjakin 2732 — Bu Xiangzhi 2708
Russia 2008 — 102/185 [B90]

1.e4 ¢52.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.Nd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 €5 7.Nb3 Be7 8.f3
Be6 9.Qd2 0-0 10.0-0-0 a5 11.Bb5 Nab6 12.Qe2 a4 13.Ba4 Qb8 14.g4
Rc8 15.g5 Nh5 16.Bb5 Nc7! [anovelty; 16...Nb4 &) 17.a3 Bb3 18.ab4
Ral (18...Be6 see 98/(184)) 19.Kd2 Ra2 with attack; b) 17.Kb1 Rc3 18.
bc3 Na2 (18...Ra2 19.cb4 Bb3 20.Bc4 Re2 21.Qd3) 19.Kb2 Nf4 20.Qd2
d5 21.Ral d4 22.Bd4 bl) 22...Qc7 23.Ra2 Ra2 24.Ka2 Qab 25.Kb2 Qb5
(25...Qa3 26.Kbl ed4 27.c4; 25...Ba3 26.Kb1 Qb5 27.c4 Bc4 28.Bb2) 26.
Be3; b2) 22...ed4 23.Ra2 dc3 24.Qc3 Ra2 25.Ka2 Bg5 26.Qc5] 17.Kb1l
Nb5 18.Qb5 Bc4 19.Qd7 [19.Qb4 Qc7 20.Qb6 Qd7 21.Bcl (21.Nd5 Bd8
22.Qb4 Be2) Rc6 22.Qf2 b5 23.Nd5 Bd5 24.Rd5 b4] Rc7 20.Qg4 [20.
Qh3 Nf4 21.Bf4 Be6 22.Qf1 Rc3 23.bc3 Qar] Nf4 21.Bf4 Be6 22.Qgl
Rc3 23.bc3 ef4 (with compensation) 24.h4! [24.Rd4 b5 25.Qcl Bg5 26.
Rhd1 Be7 and Black is superior] b5 25.h5 Qb7 [25...f6!? 26.96 (26.h6
g6) h6] 26.h6 [26.g6 Qab (26...h6 27.Qd4 Rad 28.Qd2) 27.gh7 Kh7 28.h6
06 29.Qd4 Qa2 30.Kcl Bf8] Qa6 27.Ncl only move [27.Qd4 Qa2 28.Kcl
Bf8; 27.hg7 Qa2 28.Kc1 Bb3 29.Qh2 h6 30.gh6 Kh7 31.Rdgl Bf6 32.
08Q Rg8 33.Rg7 Kh8] Bf8 28.Qd4 [28.Rd4 Ba2 (28...g6! ?) 29.Na2 Qa2
30.Kcl d5 with attack] Qa3! 29.Qb4 only move [29.Rh4 Ra4 30.Qb6
Ba2 31.Na2 b4! 32.ch4 (32.hg7 Bg7 33.g6 Qa2 34.Kcl Qa3 35.Kd2 Qc3
36.Ke2 hgb) Qa2 33.Kcl Qa3 34.Kd2 Qf3] Ba2 30.Na2 Qa2 31.Kcl d5
32.Qd4 [32.Qb3 Qal 33.Kd2 (33.Qb1 Qa7) Qa7] Ra4d!?[32...de4 33.Qe4
(33.hg7 Bg7 34.Qe4 Bc3 35.Qh7 Kf8 36.Qh6 Bg7 37.Qd6 Kg8; 33.fe4 g6)
Ra4 (33...Rab 34.hg7 Qa3 35.Kd2 Rd6 36.Ke2 Re6 37.gf8Q Qf8 equal)
34.Qe5 Ra8 unclear] 33.Qe5? [33.Qd3 de4 34.fe4 Qa3 35.Kd2 g6 with
compensation; 33.Qd5 Rc4 34.Kd2 Qa7 (34...Qb2 35.Ke2 Qc2 36.Qd2
Re4 37.Kf2; 35...Rc3) 35.Rhel Qf2 36.Re2 Qf3 37.Qd3 Qg4]
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33...d4! (and Black iswinning) 34.Kd2 Qb2 35.Ke2? time [35.Qc7 Rc4
36.Qf4 Bd6 37.€5 dc3 38.Kel Rf4 39.ed6; 37...Be5; 35.Qf4 Ra2 36.Rcl
(36.Kel Qc2 37.Qd2 Qc3 38.Qc3 dc3) Qc3 37.Kd1 d3 38.Qd2 dc2 39.
Ke2 Qc7] Qc2 36.Rd2 d3 0-1 [Bu Xiangzhi, Wang Hao]

9. Alexander Moiseenko 2643 - V.L.Ivanov 2495
Moscow 2008 — 102/287 [D17]

1.d4 d5 2.c4 ¢6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.Nf3 dc4 5.a4 Bf5 6.Nh4 Bd7 7.e4 e6 8.Bc4
[8.93 see 94/293] Ned 9.Ne4 Qh4 10.Qf3 Bb4 11.Kf1 Qe7 [a novelty;
11...h6] 12.Bg5 Qf8[12...f6 13.Nf6 gf6 14.Bf6 Rf8 15.Be7 Rf3 16.Bb4
and Whiteiswinning] 13.Qg3 f5 14.Nc5! [14.Qc7? fe4 15.Qb7 Qf5 16.
Be3 ¢5 17.Qa8 0-0 with compensation] Bc5 15.dc5 Qcb 16.Rcl [16.Qc3
h6 (16...Rg8 17.Qb3) 17.Be3 (17.b4 Qf8 18.Bf4 Na6) Qe7 18.Bd4 Nab
(18...0-0 19.Bc5 and White is superior) 19.Bg7 Rg8 20.Bh6 Qh4 21.Bd2
and Whiteis dightly better; 16.Qb3 0-0 17.Be3 Qd6 18.Qb7 f4 19.Ba7
Nab 20.Qa6 Qc7 21.Qb6 Qa7 22.Qa7 Ra7 23.Ke2 and Whiteis dlightly
better] Qb4 17.h4 0-0 18.h5 b5 [18...Qb2 19.h6 g6 20.Rd1 b5 (20...f4 21.
Bf4 Qb4 22.Rcl b5 23.Be3 bc4d 24.Qe5 Qe7 25.Bd4 and White is winning)
21.Be2 b4 22.Qd6 and Whiteiswinning] 19.h6! Qb2 [19...bc4 20.hg7
Rf7 21.Rh7! Kh7 (21...Qb3 22.Bf6 and White iswinning; 21...Qb2 22.
Rh8 Kg7 23.Qh4 and White iswinning) 22.Be7! Rg7 23.Qh4 Kg8 24.Bb4
and Whiteiswinning; 19...g6 20.Qe5 Rf7 21.Be3 ¢5 22.Bc5 Nc6 23.Beb
Beb 24.Qe6 Qe4 25.Qe4 fed 26.Rh4 and White is superior; 19...Rf7 20.
Be2 with attack] 20.hg7 Qg7 21.Be2 Nab6 22.Qh4 €5

23.Rd1!! [23.Bh6 Qf6 24.Bf8 Qh4 25.Rh4 Rf8 26.ab5 cb5 27.Rh6 and
White is slightly better] Be6 [23...Nc5 24.Be7 and White iswinning] 24.
Rd6! Bd5 [24...e4 25.2b5 Nc5 26.Bh6 Qal 27.Rd1 Qf6 28.Bf8 Qh4 29.
Rh4 Rf8 30.bc6 and White is winning] 25.ab5 Nc5 [25...Nc7 26.bc6 (26.
Rh3 f4 27.bc6 Rab8 28.Rd3) Rab8 27.K gl Ne6 (27...Rb1 28.Kh2 Rhl 29.
Kh1 and White is winning) 28.Rd5 Ng5 29.Rd7 Rf7 30.Qc4 and Whiteis
winning] 26.bc6 (and White iswinning) Ne6 [26...Bg2 27.Kg2 Ne4 28.
Bc4 Kh8 29.Rd7 Qg5 30.Qg5 Ng5 31.Rh5] 27.Rd5 Ng5 28.Rd7 Qg6 29.
Bc4 Kh8 30.Qg5! 1-0 [Alexander Moiseenko]

10. Leko 2753 — Mamedyarov 2760



Wijk an Zee 2008 — 102/243 [C72]

1.e4 €5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 d6 5.0-0 Bd7 6.d4 ed4 7.Nd4 b5 8.
Nc6 Bc6 9.Bb3 Nf6 10.c4! [10.Nc3 see 96/238] Be7 11.Nc3 0-0 12.Rel
Re8 13.Bf4! (and White is dightly better) Rb8 [a novelty; 13...Nd7 14.
cb5 ab5 15.Qh5!] 14.Qc2! b4?! [14...Nd7 15.cb5 ab5 16.Bd5!; 14...Bf8!?
and Whiteis dlightly better] 15.Nd5 Nd7 16.Be3! [16.Ba4? Bad 17.Qa4
Nc5 18.Qc6 Nd3!; 16.Bd2 a5 a) 17.Ba4 Bad 18.Qad Nc5 (18...Ne5!?) 19.
Qab c6! with counterplay, with the idea 20.Qd8 Bd8 21.Nb4 Ba5 22.a3
Nb3!; 19.Qc6 unclear; b) 17.a3 ba3! 18.Ra3 Nc5 with counterplay] Bf8
17.f3[17.a3!7] Ba8 18.Rad1 [18.Qd2 a5] c6 19.Nf4 Qc7
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20.Nd3!! [and Whiteis superior, with the idea c5] a5 [20...Ne5 21.¢5;
20...c5 21.Ba4 with theidea Nf4] 21.c5! Bb7 [21...Rbd8 22.Bg5!; 21...
Nc5 22.Nc5 dc5 23.Bc5 Bc5 24.Qc5)] 22.Bf4 Ba6? [22...Ne5 23.cd6 Bd6

24.Ne5 Be5 25.Be5 Re5 26.f4 Re7 27.Qcb] 23.cd6 Bd6 24.Bd6 Qd6 25.
Ne5! (and Whiteiswinning) Qe5 26.Rd7 Red8 27.Red1 1-0 [Leko]
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