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The Ten Best Games of Chess Informant 
103

Zdenko Krnic

The members of the jury for the selection of the best game of Informant 
103 had a very tough choice. There were many high-quality games to 
choose from and any one of them could have claimed the prize. The vote 
was so close that a winner was not established until we received the very 
last ballot.

During the normal course of voting two or three games usually establish 
themselves as clear favorites. Never before was the difference so tight 
that the winning game, Volokitin – Inkariev, only received forty out of 
eighty possible points. It is also a curiosity that Vladimir Kramnik 
featured in the games positioned from second to fifth places with two 
victories and two losses. Special mention should be paid to the opening of 
Bulgarian grandmaster Popchev, whose 14…Bc3!! and 18…Bh3 should 
be an inspiration to every chess player.

1. A. Volokitin (2672) – Inarkiev (2675)  
Poikovsky 2008 — 103/266 [D17]

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Nc3 dc4 5.a4 Bf5 6.Ne5 Nbd7 7.Nc4 Qc7 8.
g3 e5 9.de5 Ne5 10.Bf4 Nfd7 11.Bg2 g5 12.Ne3 gf4 13.Nf5 0-0-0 14.
Qc2 Nc5 15.0-0 Ne6 16.Qe4 fg3 [16...f3?! 17.ef3 Nc5 (17...Nd3 18.
Rad1! Nb2 19.Rd8 Qd8 20.Bh3 and White is superior) 18.Qc2 Ned3 19.
Bh3 and White is superior; 16...Ng4 17.b4! a) 17...Ng5 18.Qc4! (18.Qf4?! 
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Qf4 19.gf4 Ne6 20.e3 Bb4 with counterplay) Qe5 19.Rad1! Rd1 (19...Bb4 
20.Qb4 Qf5 21.Nb5! cb5 22.Qe7! Rd7 23.Rd7 Qd7 24.Rc1 and White is 
winning) 20.Rd1 Nf2! 21.Rd5! (21.Kf2? Qf5 with counterplay) Qc7 22.
Qd4! Nfh3 (22...Rg8 23.Kf2! cd5 24.Nd5 fg3 25.hg3 Ne6 26.Qa7 and 
White is winning) 23.Bh3 Nh3 24.Kg2 Rg8 (RR 24...fg3!?) 25.Re5 and 
White is superior; b) 17...Nf6 b1) 18.Qc4 Qe5! 19.a5! (19.e4 f3! 20.Bf3 
Ng5 21.Bg2 Qe6!) a6 20.Bc6! Kb8! b11) 21.Bb7?! Kb7 22.b5 Qc5! 23.
ba6 (23.Qb3 Ka8 24.Rab1 Rb8 and Black is superior) Ka8 24.Qa4 Rc8! 
and Black is slightly better; b12) 21.b5! Qf5 22.ba6! (22.Bb7? Qc5! 23.
Qc5 Bc5 and Black is slightly better) Qc5! 23.Qc5 Nc5! 24.Rab1 Ne8! 25.
Na4 Ka7 26.Nc5 Bc5 27.ab7 and White is slightly better; b2) 18.Qb1! 
Qe5 19.Rc1 and White is slightly better b21) 19...Kb8 20.b5! c5 21.b6! a6 
22.e3! b211) 22...fg3 23.hg3 c4 24.Nb5! Bc5 25.Rc4 ab5 26.ab5 Bb6 27.
Qa2 Nc7 28.Rc7 Kc7 29.Rc1 Bc5 (29...Kb8 30.Bb7 and White is winning) 
30.b6 and White is winning; b212) 22...fe3 23.f4! Nf4 24.gf4 Qf4 25.
Rd1! (and White is superior) Qf2 26.Kh1 Rd2 27.Ne3! Qe3 28.Rd2 Qd2 
29.Qf1 and White is winning, with the idea 29...Qc3 30.Qf4 Ka8 31.Bb7 
Kb7 32.Qc7 Ka8 33.Qa7 mate; b22) 19...Ng4 20.b5! c5 (20...Bc5? 21.bc6 
b6 22.Ne4 and White is superior) 21.b6! a6 22.e3! fe3 23.f4 Nf4 (23...
Qb8 24.Nd5 and White is winning) 24.gf4 Qf4 25.Qe4! Qe4 26.Ne4 and 
White is superior; c) 17...Qe5 18.Qe5 Ne5 19.b5 and White is slightly 
better, with the idea 19...cb5 20.Nb5! Kb8 21.Rab1 Bc5 22.Nc3! b6 23.a5 
and White is superior] 17.hg3 h5 [a novelty; 17...a5 see 92/(387)] 18.b4! 
[18.Nb5 cb5 19.ab5 a) 19...Bc5 20.b4 Bf2! with counterplay; 20.Rfc1! a1) 
20...Kb8 21.b6! Bf2 (21...ab6 22.Qa4 Kc8 23.b4 with attack) 22.Kf1 Qb6 
23.Qe5 Ka8 24.e3 Bg3 25.Ng3 and White is superior; a2) 20...Ng4 21.e3 
Kb8 22.b4 Ng5 23.Qb1 Rd2 24.Rc5 Qd7 25.Rc2 and White is slightly 
better; b) 19...Nc5! 20.Qe3 (20.b6 Ne4 21.bc7 Kc7 22.Be4 Kb6 23.Ne3 a6 
with counterplay) Kb8! 21.b4 Ng4! with counterplay] h4 [18...Ng5 19.
Qe3! Bb4 20.Rac1! Qa5 21.Nb5 f6 22.Qa7 Qa7 23.Na7 Kb8 24.Nc6! bc6 
(24...Nc6 25.Rb1! and White is superior) 25.f4 Ngf7 26.fe5 Ne5 27.Bc6 
and White is superior] 19.Nb5! cb5 [19...Qb8 20.f4! (20.Na7? Qa7 21.
Qe5 Bb4 22.Nh4 Bd6 23.Qc3 Nd4 with compensation) Ng4 21.Rad1! Rd1 
22.Rd1 h3 23.Nbd6 (23.Bh1!? cb5 24.Rc1 Kd7 25.Qd3 Bd6 26.Qb5 Kd8 
27.Qd3 Kd7 28.Rd1 and White is superior) Bd6 24.Nd6 Kc7 25.Nf7 h2 
26.Kf1 Ne3 27.Qe3 h1Q 28.Bh1 Rh1 29.Kg2 Rd1 30.Qe5 Kc8 31.Qe6 
Kc7 and White is superior] 20.Rfc1 Nc6 21.ab5 hg3 22.bc6! gf2 23.Kf2! 
b6 

24.Ra6!! [24.Rd1 Rd1 25.Rd1 Qf4! 26.Qf4 Nf4 and White is slightly 
better] Bb4! [24...Bc5 25.bc5 Nc5 26.Rc5 bc5 27.Ne7 Kb8 28.Nd5 and 
White is winning; 24...Rg8 25.Rca1 Bc5 26.Kf1! and White is winning] 
25.Qb4 Nd4 [25...Rh5 26.Ra5! Kb8 27.Bf3! Rh2 28.Kf1 Rdh8 29.Ke1 
and White is winning; 25...Rd4! a) 26.Qa3? Qf4! 27.Qf3 Qc1 28.Nd4 
Qc5! (28...Nd4? 29.Qf6 Rd8 30.Ra7 and White is winning) 29.e3 Nd4 30.
ed4 Qd4 31.Qe3 Qb2 equal; b) 26.Qc3 Qf4 27.Ke1 Qf5 28.Ra7! Qg5 29.
Ra8 Kc7 30.Rh8 Qg2 31.Qe3 and White is superior; c) 26.Rc4 Qf4 27.
Ke1 Rc4 28.Nd6 (28.Qc4 Qf5 29.Ra7 Qb1 30.Kf2 Qf5 31.Bf3 Nc7 32.Qd4 
Qc5 33.Bg4! f5 34.Qc5 bc5 35.Bf5 Kd8 and White is slightly better) Kd8 
29.Nf7! Qf7 30.Qc4 and White is superior] 26.Ne7 Kb8 27.e3! Rh6? 
[27...Rh2 28.Ra7? Ka7 29.Qa4 Kb8 30.Ra1 Rg2! 31.Kg2 Qe7 equal; 28.
Ra2! and White is winning; 27...Rh3 28.Bh3! Qh2 29.Bg2 Qh4 30.Kf1 



Qf6 31.Nf5! Qf5 32.Ke1 and White is winning; 27...Rh4 28.Ra7! Ka7 
(28...Rf4 29.Ke1 and White is winning) 29.Ra1 Kb8 30.Qa3! Rf4 31.ef4 
Qf4 32.Bf3! Qh2 33.Kf1 Qh3 34.Bg2 Qa3 35.Ra3 and White is winning; 
27...Rh5 28.ed4! Qf4 29.Ke2 Qg4 30.Ke3 Qg5 31.Kf3 Qf6 32.Ke2 and 
White is winning] 28.Nd5! [28.ed4 Qf4 29.Ke2 Re6 30.Kd3 Qg3 31.Kc4 
Rd4 32.Kd4 Qe3 33.Kc4 Qe2 34.Kb3 Re3 35.Rc3 Qd1 36.Ka2 Re2 37.
Qb2 Rb2 38.Kb2 Qe2 39.Rc2 Qb5 40.Kc1 and White is superior] Nc6 
[28...Rd5 29.Qf8 Rd8 30.Qh6 and White is winning] 29.Qf4! Qf4 30.ef4 
(and White is winning) Rh2 31.Ra2 Rg8 32.Kf1 Nd4 33.Ne7 [33.Nb4! a5 
34.Na6 Ka7 35.Rc7 Ka6 36.Bb7 Ka7 37.Rh2] Rgh8 34.Nc6 Nc6 35.Rc6 
R2h6 36.Rac2 Rc6 37.Rc6 Rd8 38.Rf6 Rd7 39.Bf3 Kc7 40.Bh5 a5 41.
Rf7 a4 42.Ke2 a3 43.Rd7 Kd7 44.Bf7 Kd6 45.Kd3 Kc5 46.f5 b5 47.
Ba2 1-0 [A.Volokitin]

2. Kramnik (2788) – Shirov (2741)  
Moscow 2008 — 103/320 [D47]

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c6 4.e3 Nf6 5.Nf3 Nbd7 6.Bd3 dc4 7.Bc4 b5 8.
Bd3 Bb7 9.a3 b4 10.Ne4 Ne4 11.Be4 ba3 12.0-0 Bd6 13.Nd2!? [13.b3 
see 98/339] Qc7 [a novelty; 13...Nf6 14.Bf3!; 13...ab2 14.Bb2 0-0 (14...
Qc7 15.Nc4) 15.Qc2 Nf6 16.Bf3 and White is slightly better; 13...0-0 14.
b3 Qc7 (14...Ba6 15.Re1 Qa5 16.Ba3! Ba3 17.Nb1; 14...Qb8 15.h3 c5 16.
Ba3 and White is slightly better) 15.h3 (15.Nc4) c5 16.Ba3 and White is 
slightly better] 

14.Nc4! Bh2 15.Kh1 Nb6! [15...ab2 16.Bb2 Bd6 17.Nd6 Qd6 18.Qg4 
Rg8 19.Ba3 Nf6 20.Qh4 and White is superior; 15...Bd6 16.Nd6 Qd6 17.
b3 Rb8 18.Ba3 c5 19.Bb7 Rb7 20.Qc2 and White is slightly better, with 
the idea 20...0-0 21.dc5 Qc6 22.Rfd1 Rc8 23.Rd4] 16.Nb6 [16.b3 Nc4 17.
bc4 Bd6 equal] ab6 [16...Qb6? 17.Kh2 ab2 18.Bb2 Qb2 19.Rb1 and 
White is winning] 17.g3 Bg3 18.fg3 Qg3 [better is 18...a2! 19.b3 unclear] 
19.Qh5 (and White is slightly better) Ra5? [19...Qc7 20.Ra3 Ra3 21.ba3 
c5 and White is slightly better; 19...g6 20.Qh2 Qh2 21.Kh2 f5 22.Bg2 (22.
Bf3) ab2 (22...a2 23.Rf2 with the idea b3) 23.Ra8 Ba8 24.Bb2 0-0 (24...
Kd7 25.Ra1 Rb8 26.Ra7 Bb7 27.d5 ed5 28.Be5 Kc8 29.Bb8 Kb8 30.Ra1 
and White is superior) 25.Ra1 Bb7 26.Ra7 Rf7 27.Kg3 g5 28.Bf3 h6 29.
Bh5 Rd7 and White is slightly better] 20.Qf7 Kd8 21.Bg2 Rg5 [21...Ba6 
22.Rf3 Qe1 23.Kh2] 22.Qf3! [22.Rf2 c5! 23.e4 Qh4 24.Kg1 Rg2 25.Rg2 
Qe4 26.Rg7 Qd4 27.Kf1 Qd3 28.Ke1 Qe4 29.Kf1 equal] Qf3 [22...Qh4 
23.Qh3 Qh3 24.Bh3 and White is superior] 23.Bf3 [23.Rf3 c5 24.Rf2 and 
White is superior] ab2 [23...Rf8 24.Ra3 c5 25.e4 Rg6 26.dc5 and White is 
superior] 24.Bb2 (and White is superior) Rf8 25.Be4 Rf6 26.Rf6 gf6 27.
Kh2 Kc7 [27...Rb5!?] 28.Bc3 e5?! [better is 28...Kc8 29.Bd3 and White 
is superior] 29.de5 fe5 30.Rf1 (and White is winning) Kd6 [30...Bc8 31.
Rf7 Bd7 32.Rh7] 31.Rf7 Bc8 32.Rh7 [32.Rf6 Be6 33.Bc6 Kc6 34.Re6 
Kd5 35.Rb6 Ke4 36.Bd2 Kf3 37.Rf6 Ke2 38.Bc1] Be6 33.Rh6 c5 34.Bd3 
Kd7 35.Bb5 Ke7 36.e4 Rg4 [36...Kf7 37.Rh7 Kf6 38.Rb7 Rh5 39.Kg2 
Rh4 40.Bc6 Rh3 41.Be1 c4 42.Rb6 and White is winning] 37.Bc6 Rg5 38.
Be1! Rg4 39.Bg3 Bc4 40.Be5 Bd3 41.Bd6 Kf7 42.Bd5 Kg7 43.Re6 c4 
44.Kh3 Rg1 45.Be5 Kf8 46.Rb6 1-0 [Kramnik]

3. Morozevich (2788) – Kramnik (2788)  



Moscow 2008 — 103/310 [D45]

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nc3 Nf6 4.e3 e6 5.Nf3 Nbd7 6.Qc2 Bd6 7.g4 Ng4 8.
Rg1 Nh2!? 9.Nh2 Bh2 10.Rg7 Nf8 11.Rg2 [11.Qd1 with the idea 11...
Ng6 12.Qf3] Bd6 12.e4 [12.Bd2 see 54/(430)] Ng6 [a novelty; 12...de4] 
13.Bg5 [13.cd5 ed5! 14.e5 Be7 15.Bd3 Nh4 16.Rg3 h5 and Black is 
superior] Be7 [13...f6!?] 14.Be7 Qe7 15.0-0-0 de4 16.Ne4 [16.d5 ed5 17.
cd5 Bh3! and Black is slightly better] f5 17.Nd2!? [17.Nc5 b6 18.Qa4 
Qc7 19.Nd3 Bb7 and Black is slightly better] c5 [17...Bd7 18.c5 0-0-0 19.
Nc4 with compensation] 18.dc5 [18.Qb3 cd4 19.Nf3 b6 (19...e5?! 20.Re1 
with compensation) 20.Nd4 0-0 with compensation; 18.Nb3 cd4 19.Nd4 
Bd7 20.Rg3 unclear] Bd7 19.b4 0-0-0! [19...a5 20.b5 Qc5 21.Nb3 with 
compensation] 20.Rg3 e5 [20...Nf4 21.Qc3 e5 unclear] 21.Rd3 [21.Nb1!? 
Be6 22.Nc3 Rd1 23.Qd1 Rd8 24.Qa4 Kb8 25.Nb5 a6 26.Nd6 e4 27.b5 
Qf6 unclear] Be6? [21...Nf4?! 22.Rd6 and White is superior; 21...e4 22.
Rd6 Ne5 a) 23.b5 Nf7 24.Qa4 (24.Nb3 Nd6 25.cd6 Qe5 26.c5 Kb8 27.c6 
Bc6 28.bc6 Rd6 and Black is slightly better) Nd6! (24...Kb8 25.Rd5 with 
attack) 25.Qa7 Qe5 a1) 26.Nb3? Qc3 27.Kb1 Nb5! and Black is winning; 
a2) 26.cd6 Qd6 27.Ne4 (27.c5? Qb8 28.Qa5 Be6 29.c6 Rd6 and Black is 
winning) Qf4 28.Nd2 and Black is slightly better; a3) 26.Qa8 Kc7 27.b6 
Kc6 28.Qa4 Kc5 29.Qa5 Bb5 30.cb5 (30.Kb1 Ra8 31.Nb3 Kc6 32.cb5 
Kd7 33.Qd2 Rhd8 34.Qh6 Ke7 and Black is superior) Qf4 31.Kb1 Kd5! 
32.Ne4 (32.Nc4!? Ke6 33.Ne3) Ke6 33.Nc5 Kf7 34.Qc3 Rhe8 and Black 
is slightly better; b) 23.Nb3 Nf7 24.R6d5 Be6 unclear] 22.Ra3 (and 
White is winning) a6 [22...Kb8 23.Qa4 a6 24.c6 Bc8 25.c5; 22...Bd7 23.
Ra7 Kb8 24.Ra5 e4 25.Qc3; 22...Qd7 23.Ra7 Kb8 24.Ra3 e4 25.b5 Qe7 
26.b6! Bd7 27.Qc3 Qc5 (27...Bc6 28.Ra5) 28.Ne4! fe4 (28...Qb6 29.c5 
Qc7 30.Nd6 Bc6 31.Ra5) 29.Rd5 Qb6 30.Qg3] 23.c6 bc6 [23...Qb4 24.
cb7 Kc7 25.Ra6 Bd7 26.a3! Qb7 27.c5] 24.c5 Qg5 [24...Rd4 25.Ra6 Rb4 
26.Rc6 Kb8 27.a3 Rb7 28.Ba6] 25.Ra6 Kd7 

26.Bc4! Bc4 27.Qc4 Ne7 28.Kc2 Ke8 29.Nf3 Qf6 30.Rd6 Rd6 31.cd6 1-
0 [Morozevich]

4. A. Naiditsch (2624) – Kramnik (2788)  
Dortmund 2008 — 103/199 [C42]

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Ne5 d6 4.Nf3 Ne4 5.d4 d5 6.Bd3 Nc6 7.0-0 Be7 8.
Re1 Bg4 9.c4 Nf6 10.Nc3 Bf3 11.Qf3 Nd4 12.Qd1 Ne6 13.cd5 Nd5 14.
Bb5 c6 15.Nd5 cb5 16.Bf4 Nf4 17.Re7 Kf8 18.Re5 Qd6 19.Qd2! [a 
novelty; 19.Rf5 Rd8 20.Ne3 Qd1 21.Rd1 Rd1 22.Nd1 Ne6 23.Rb5 b6 
equal] Ng6?! [19...Ne6 20.Rae1 with attack; 19...Qe5 20.Qb4 Ke8 21.
Qb5 (21.Re1?! Ne2 22.Kf1 Rc8! 23.f4 Qd5 24.Re2 Kd7 25.Rd2 Rc5 and 
Black is slightly better) Kd8 (21...Kf8 22.Qc5 and White is winning) 22.
Rd1 Ne2 23.Kh1 Nd4 24.Qb7 Rc8 (24...Rb8 25.Qa7 with attack) 25.h3! 
unclear] 20.Ree1 f6 [20...Rd8 21.Rad1 with the idea 21...Ne7 22.Qe3 
Nd5 23.Rd5 Qd5 24.Qe7 Kg8 25.Qe8 and White is winning] 21.Rad1 [21.
Qd3!? Rd8 (21...Re8 22.Re8 Ke8 23.Qb5 Qc6 24.Qb3 and White is 
superior) 22.Qb3! Rd7 (22...Ne5 23.Rad1 Qc5 24.Nf4 and White is 
winning; 22...Qd5 23.Rad1 Qb3 24.Rd8 Kf7 25.Rd7 Kf8 26.ab3 and 
White is winning) 23.Rad1 Qc6 24.Nb4 Rd1 25.Rd1 Qc4 26.Qe3 Qb4 27.
Rd8 Kf7 28.Rd7 Ne7 29.a3 Rd8 30.Rd8 Qb2 31.Rd1 and White is 



superior] Kf7 

22.Qe3! Rhe8 [22...Rhd8 23.Ne7] 23.Ne7! Qe7 24.Qb3 Kf8 25.Re7 Re7 
26.Qb5 (and White is winning) Rae8 27.g3 Ne5 28.Kg2 Nc6 29.b4 a6 30.
Qb6 h6 31.a4 Ne5 32.Qc5 Kg8 33.b5 ab5 34.ab5 Nf7 35.h4 Kh8 36.
Rd2 Kg8 37.Kh3 Kh8 38.f4! Kg8 39.h5 Kh8 40.Qf5 Nd8 41.Rd7 Ne6 
42.Qd5 1-0 [A.Naiditsch]

5. Kramnik (2788) – Van Wely (2676)  
Dortmund 2008 — 103/283 [D30]

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.e3 e6 5.b3 Nbd7 6.Bb2 b6 7.Bd3 Bb7 8.0-0 
Bd6 9.Nbd2 0-0 10.Ne5 Qe7 11.Qf3!? [11.f4 see 102/(304)] Rfd8 [11...
Bb4 12.Rad1 Ne5 13.de5 Nd7 14.Qh3 h6 15.f4 Nc5 16.Bc2 with attack] 
12.Qh3 [a novelty; 12.e4] h6 13.f4 Bb4 [13...c5!? a) 14.Rf3?! dc4 15.Rg3 
cd3 16.Nd7 (16.Qh6 Ne8 17.Nd7 Qd7 18.dc5 Bf8) Nd7 17.dc5 Be5! 18.
fe5 Kh7; b) 14.cd5 Nd5; c) 14.Rad1 and White is slightly better] 14.Ndf3 
Ne4 15.Nd7 [15.f5!? ef5 16.Qf5 Ndf6 17.Nh4] Rd7 16.Ne5 Rc7? [16...
Rdd8 17.Be4 (17.f5 ef5 18.Qf5 f6) de4 18.f5 (18.c5 bc5 19.a3 Ba5 
unclear) a) 18...f6 19.fe6! Re8 (19...fe5 20.Rf7 Qg5 21.Rb7 and White is 
superior) 20.d5 cd5 21.Ng4 and White is superior; b) 18...ef5 19.Qf5 f6 
20.Ng4 (20.Ng6 Qe8 with the idea 21.Rf4 Bc8! 22.Qe4 Qe4 23.Re4 Kf7 
24.a3 Bd6 25.Nh4 g5 26.Nf3 Bf5 and Black is superior) Bc8 21.Qg6 Bg4 
22.Qg4 and White is slightly better] 17.Be4 de4 

18.c5! bc5 [better is 18...f6 19.Nc4 (19.a3 Bc5 20.dc5 fe5 21.Be5 and 
White is slightly better) Ba6 20.Rfc1 (and White is superior) bc5 21.a3 
Bc4 22.Rc4 Ba5 23.dc5 f5 24.b4 Rb7] 19.a3 Ba5 20.dc5 [20.Nc4 Bb6] 
Qc5 [20...Rcc8 21.f5 and White is superior] 21.b4 Qb5 22.Qg3 [22.f5 f6 
23.Ng4 e5 24.Be5 and White is superior] Bb6?! [22...f6 23.Ng4 Kh7 24.
Rfb1 (24.Bf6 Bb6 25.Bc3 Qd3 26.Rac1 and White is superior) Bb6 25.a4 
Qb4 26.a5 and White is superior; 22...f5 23.Qg6 Re7 24.a4 (24.Rad1 and 
White is superior) Qb6 25.Nc4 (25.Bd4 Qb4 26.Rab1 Qd6 27.Rfd1) Qb4 
26.Ba3 Qc4 27.Be7] 23.Nd7 g6 [23...Be3 24.Kh1 and White is winning; 
23...f6 24.Nf6 Kf8 25.Ne4 Qe2 26.Bd4 Bd4 27.Rae1 Be3 28.Kh1 Qc4 29.
Qe3 and White is winning] 24.Nf6 [24.Nb6 Qb6 25.f5 ef5 26.Rf5 and 
White is winning] Kf8 25.Be5 [25.f5 ef5 26.Qd6 Re7 27.Nh7 Ke8 28.



Bf6] Rcc8 26.Qh4 h5 [26...Be3 27.Kh1 c5 28.Bd6 Kg7 29.Ng4] 27.Nh7 
[27.Nd7 Ke8 28.Bd6] Ke8 28.Bd6 Rc7 29.Rfd1 1-0 [Kramnik]

6. Kamsky (2723) – Leko (2741)  
Moscow 2008 — 103/47 [A47]

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 e6 3.Bg5 c5 4.e3 Be7 5.c3 b6 6.a4!? a6!? 7.Nbd2 Bb7 8.
Bd3 cd4 9.ed4 [9.cd4 Nc6] d6 10.0-0 [10.Bf6 Bf6 11.Be4 Qc7 equal] 
Nbd7 11.Re1 0-0 12.Nc4! [12.Nf1 see 43/(60)] Qc7 13.Ne3 Rfe8 14.Rc1 
[a novelty; 14.Qc2] e5!? [14...Bf8] 15.Bb1 [15.c4 e4 16.Nd5 Nd5 17.cd5 
Qd8 18.Re4 Bd5 19.Re7 Re7 20.Be7 Qe7 equal] b5!? with counterplay 
[15...Bf8] 16.c4! ba4! [16...bc4? 17.Nc4 e4 18.Ncd2! and White is 
superior] 17.Nf5 [17.Nd5 Nd5 18.cd5 Qd8 19.Be7 Re7 20.de5 Ne5 equal; 
17.c5!? a) 17...dc5 18.Ne5! a1) 18...Ne5 19.de5 Rad8 (19...Qe5 20.Nf5 
Qc7 21.Re7) 20.Qa4 with initiative; a2) 18...g6! 19.Qa4 (19.Nd3!?; 19.
h4!?) Ne5 20.de5 Qe5 21.Nf5 Qd5 22.f3 (22.Be4 Ne4 23.Ne7 Re7 24.Be7 
Nf2!! 25.Kf2 Qd2 26.Re2 Qc1 27.Bf6 unclear) gf5 23.Bf6 Bc6 24.Qh4 
Bf6 25.Qf6 equal; b) 17...e4 18.c6 (18.cd6 Qd6 19.Nf5 Qb6) ef3! (18...
Bc6 19.Be4!! Ne4 20.Nd5 Qb7 21.Ne7 Re7 22.Be7 and White is superior) 
19.Qf3 Bc6 (19...Rac8 20.Bf5! Bc6 21.d5) 20.d5 Qa5 (20...Ne5 21.Qd1) 
21.Bf6 Nf6 22.dc6 d5 unclear] Bf8 18.c5 dc5 19.de5? [19.Bf6 Nf6 20.
de5 equal] Ne5 20.Re5 [20.Bf6 Nf3 (20...Bf3 21.gf3 gf6; 20...Ng4!?) 21.
gf3 Re1 22.Qe1 Qf4! 23.Be4 Be4 24.fe4 gf6 and Black is superior; 20.
Ne5 Re5 21.Bf6? Re1 22.Qe1 Qc6!] Re5 21.Bf6

21...Rf5! 22.Bf5 Qf4! 23.Nh4 [23.Qc2 Bf3 (23...gf6 24.Bh7 Kh8; 23...g6 
24.Nh4 gf5 25.Re1) 24.gf3 gf6 25.Bh7 Kg7 26.Be4 Rb8 and Black is 
superior] Qh6!! [23...gf6 24.g3 unclear] 24.Qc2! [24.Bg7 Bg7 25.g3 
Bd4] Qf6 [24...Re8!? 25.Bd7 Re2 26.Nf5 Qf4 (26...Qg6 27.Ne7 Be7 28.
Qg6 hg6 29.Kf1 Re4 30.Be7 Re7 31.Ba4 and Black is slightly better) 27.
Qe2 Qc1 28.Qf1 Qd2 29.Ba4 (29.Bg7 Bg7 30.Ng7 Kg7 31.Ba4 Qb2) gf6 
30.Qd1 and Black is superior] 25.Bh7 Kh8 26.Be4! Rb8 [26...Be4! 27.
Qe4 Rb8 (27...Qb2? 28.Ng6!! Kg8 29.Rf1 Rb8 30.Qh4! fg6 31.Qc4 equal) 
28.Qa4 (28.Nf3 Qb2 29.Rf1 Rb4 30.Qe8 Kg8 31.Ne5 Rb7 32.Nd7 Rd7 33.
Qd7 a3 34.Qa7 a2 35.Qa6 g6 and Black is winning) Qb2 29.Ng6 (29.Rf1 
Qb4!) Kg8] 27.Bb7 Rb7 28.Qa4 Qb2 [28...Rb4 29.Qe8] 29.Rf1 Qb5! 
[29...Qb4 30.Qa6!] 30.Qf4 [30.Qe4! and Black is superior] Qd3! 31.g3 
[31.Nf3 Rb1 32.Nd2 Rf1 33.Nf1 Kg8] Kg8 [31...c4 32.Nf3 c3 33.Ne5 
Qd5 34.Ng6 Kg8 35.Nf8 c2! 36.Qa4 Qd3 37.Qe8 Rb1 38.Ne6 Kh7 39.
Ng5 Kg6 40.Qf7 Kh6! and Black is winning] 32.Qc1 time [32.Nf3!?] c4 
33.Rd1 Qb3 34.Kg2 c3 35.Rd8 Rc7 time [35...c2? 36.Rc8 Qd5 37.Nf3 
Rb3 38.Qf4] 36.Nf5 Qb7 [36...c2! 37.Qg5 f6 38.Qg6 c1Q and Black is 
winning] 37.f3 [37.Kh3 Qb6 (37...Rc8? 38.Nd6! Qb2 39.Qf4 Rd8 40.Qf7 
equal) 38.Qg5 Qf6 and Black is winning] Qb2 38.Qb2 cb2 39.Rb8 Rc2 
[39...Rc5! and Black is winning] 40.Kh3 a5 [40...Rc5!] 41.Ne3 Rf2 [41...
Kh7!? 42.Nc2 Bb4 43.Na3 Ba3 44.Rb3 a4 45.Rb7 Bb4! 46.Rb4 a3] 42.
Nc4 [42.Nd1 a4 43.Nf2 a3] a4 43.Nb2 a3 44.Nc4 a2 45.Ra8 f6 (and 
Black is winning) 46.Kg4 [46.Ne3 Kf7 47.Nd1 Rc2] Kf7 47.Kf5?! Rf3 
48.Ke4 Ra3 0-1 [Leko]

7. N. Nestorovic (2422) – Popchev (2410)  
Stara Pazova 2008 — 103/62 [B06]



1.e4 g6 2.d4 Bg7 3.Nc3 Nc6 4.Be3 d5 5.Nf3 [5.ed5 see 48/(171)] de4 6.
Ne4 Nh6 [a novelty; 6...e5!?] 7.d5 Nb4 8.Qd2 a5 9.a3 Qd5! 10.ab4 Qe4 
11.Bd3 Qe6 12.0-0-0 0-0! 13.Bh6 ab4 14.Qe3

14...Bc3!! 15.bc3 bc3 16.Ba6 Qe3 17.Be3 [17.fe3 Ra6 18.Kb1 Re8 19.
Rd3 Bf5 20.Rc3 Rea8 21.Re1 Ra1 22.Kb2 R8a2 23.Kb3 Be6 24.Kb4 Ra4 
25.Kc5 Ra5 26.Kd4 Rd5 27.Ke4 Ra4 28.Nd4 c5 and Black is winning] 
Ra6 18.Kb1 Bh3!! 19.Nd4 Rb6 20.Nb3 Rb3! 21.cb3 Bf5 22.Kc1 Ra8 0-
1 [Popchev]

8. D. Stellwagen (2616) – Bareev (2655)  
Amsterdam 2008 — 103/75 [B19]

1.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 de4 4.Ne4 Bf5 5.Ng3 Bg6 6.h4 h6 7.Nf3 Nd7 8.h5 
Bh7 9.Bd3 Bd3 10.Qd3 e6 11.Bd2 Ngf6 12.0-0-0 Qc7 13.Ne4 0-0-0 14.
g3 Ne4 15.Qe4 Nf6 16.Qe2 Rd5 17.c4! Rh5 18.Bf4 Qd8 19.Rhe1! [a 
novelty; 19.Ne5 see 103/(75)] Bb4 [19...Rf5 a) 20.d5!? a1) 20...ed5 21.
Ne5 Qc7 (21...Qe8 22.Qc2) 22.Qd3 Rf4 23.gf4 Bd6 24.Qf5 Kb8 25.Rg1 
and White is superior; a2) 20...cd5! 21.cd5 (21.Ne5 Qc7; 21.Kb1 Bd6 22.
Ne5 Nh5 23.cd5 Nf4 24.gf4 Be5 25.fe5 Qb6) Rd5 22.Rd5 Qd5 23.Kb1 
Bd6 24.Ne5 Be5 25.Be5 b5 (only move) 26.Rc1 Kb7 27.Rc7 Ka8 28.a4 
ba4 29.Qa6 Qd1 30.Ka2 Qb3 equal; b) 20.Ne5 Nd7 (20...Qe8 21.d5 g5 22.
dc6 gf4 23.cb7 Kb7 24.Qf3 Kc7 25.g4 Ng4 26.Rd7 and White is winning) 
21.d5 Ne5 22.Be5 Bd6 23.Bd6 (23.de6 Re5 24.Qe5 Be5 25.Rd8 Rd8 26.
Re5 fe6 equal) Qd6 24.de6 Qe7! (24...Qe6 25.Qd3 Re5 26.Re5 Qe5 27.
Qd7 Kb8 28.Qf7 and White is slightly better) 25.Qg4 (25.Rd7 Qe6 26.Qe6 
fe6 27.Rg7 and White is slightly better) g6 26.ef7 (26.Rd7 Qc5 27.Rf7 Qf2 
28.Re2 Qg1 29.Kc2 Rd8 30.Rd7 Rd7 31.ed7 Kd7 32.Qg6 Rf2 equal; 26.
Qd4 Rf8 27.Qa7 fe6) Qf7 27.Qd4 (27.Rd6 Re8 28.Re8 Qe8 29.Qg6 Qg6 
30.Rg6 Rf2 31.Rh6 Rg2 equal) Rf8 28.Qa7 Qc4 29.Kb1 Qb4 equal; 28.f4 
and White is slightly better] 20.Ne5 Qe7 [20...Rf8 21.Rg1 Rf5 22.Be3 h5 
23.f3 Qc7 24.g4 hg4 25.fg4 Re5 26.de5 Qe5 27.g5 (27.Qd3!? Be7 28.Qd4 
and White is slightly better) a) 27...Nd7 28.Qd3 Nb6 (28...Nc5 29.Qd4 
and White is superior) 29.g6 and White is superior; b) 27...Bc5 28.Rge1 
Be3 29.Qe3 Qe3 30.Re3 Nd7 31.Rh1 and White is superior] 21.Rg1 g5 
[21...Rf5 22.Be3 h5 23.f3] 22.g4 Rh3! [22...Ng4 23.Bg3 Nf6 24.Nf7! 
Rh7 (24...Qf7 25.Qe5 and White is winning) 25.Qe5 Rf7 26.Qb8 Kd7 27.
Qb7 Ke8 28.Qb8 Kd7 29.Qa7 Ke8 30.Qb8 Kd7 31.Qb7 Ke8 32.Qc6 Kf8 
33.a3 Ba3 34.Qa8 Kg7 35.Qa3 and White is winning] 23.Qf1



23...Ra3! 24.ba3 Ba3 25.Kc2 gf4 26.Rd3 Bd6 27.Qc1! h5 28.gh5 [28.g5 
Be5 29.de5 Ne4 (29...Ng4 30.Qf4 Qc5) 30.f3 Nc5 unclear] Rh5 29.Qf4 
c5? [29...Rf5 a) 30.Qh4 Rh5 equal; b) 30.Qh2!? b1) 30...c5? 31.Qh8 Kc7 
32.Qa8! Rf2 33.Kb1 cd4 34.Rb3 Bb4 35.Nd3 (35.c5 Ne4 36.Rb4 Nc3 37.
Kc1 Na2 38.Kb1 Nc3 equal) Ne4 36.Nf2 Nd2 37.Kc2 Qc5! 38.Qg8!! Qc4 
39.Kd1 Nb3 40.Qg3 and White is winning; b2) 30...Nh5 31.f3 and White 
is slightly better, with the idea 31...c5? 32.Rg8 Kc7 33.Qd2 and White is 
winning; b3) 30...Rh5 31.Rh3 and White is superior; b4) 30...Kc7! (with 
compensation) 31.f4? Be5 32.de5 Qc5!; c) 30.Qe3 c5 31.Nf3 Qc7 (31...
b5!?) 32.Kb1 and White is slightly better] 30.Rg5! (and White is 
superior) Rg5 31.Qg5 cd4 32.f4! [32.Rd4 Be5 33.Qe5 Nd7] Bc7 [32...
Be5 33.fe5 Qc5 34.Qf6 Qc4 35.Kd2 Qa2 36.Ke1 Qb1 37.Ke2 Qc2 38.
Rd2 Qe4 39.Kf1 Qh1 40.Kf2 Qh2 41.Ke1 and White is winning] 33.Rh3 
Bd8 34.Rh8 Kc7 35.Nf7! (and White is winning) Qf7 36.Qc5 Kd7 37.
Qd4 Nd5 38.cd5 ed5 39.Qd3 Bf6 (time) 40.Qf5 Kd6 41.Rh6 Ke7 42.
Rh7 Bg7 43.Qg5 1-0 [D.Stellwagen]

9. Ivanchuk (2781) – Kamsky (2723)  
Moscow 2008 — 103/339 [D92]

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5 4.Bf4 Bg7 5.Nf3 0-0 6.Rc1 dc4 7.e4 Bg4 8.
Bc4 Nfd7 9.Be2 [9.Be3 see 67/(551)] Nc6 [9...Bf3 10.Bf3 e5 11.de5 Be5 
12.Be5 Ne5 13.Be2 Qd1 14.Rd1 c6 15.f4 Ned7 16.e5 and White is 
superior] 10.Be3 [10.d5 Bf3 11.Bf3 Nd4 12.0-0 c5 with counterplay] Nb6 
[10...Bf3!? 11.gf3 e6 12.h4 Nb6 and White is slightly better] 11.d5 Bf3 
12.gf3 Ne5 [12...Nb8 13.Qb3 c6 14.0-0 cd5 15.Nd5 and White is slightly 
better] 13.Qb3! [a novelty; 13.Bd4] c6 [13...f5? 14.Nb5!; 13...Qd7!?] 14.
f4 Ned7 15.0-0 [15.dc6 bc6 16.h4 h5 17.e5 Rb8! 18.Qc2 a) 18...Nd5 19.
e6 (19.Nd5 cd5 20.b3 Nb6 with counterplay) fe6 20.Qg6 Rf6 21.Qh5 Nf4 
22.Bf4 Rf4 23.Rg1 and White is slightly better; b) 18...e6 19.Rd1 Nd5 20.
Ba7 Rb4 21.Nd5 cd5 22.Bd4 Qb8 with compensation, with the idea Bh6] 
Qe8? [15...cd5 16.Nd5 e6 (16...e5 17.fe5 Ne5 18.f4 Nc6 19.Rfd1 Nd5 20.
Rd5 Qe7 21.e5 and White is superior) 17.Nb6 Nb6 18.a4 Qh4 19.a5 Nd7 
20.e5 g5 21.Rc4 Qh3 (21...gf4 22.Bf4 b6 23.Qe3 and White is superior) 
22.Kh1 gf4 23.Rf4 Ne5 24.Rg1 with initiative] 16.a4! cd5 17.Nb5! [17.
Nd5 Nd5 18.Qd5 Nb6 19.Qb7 Qa4 with counterplay] Rc8 [17...d4 18.
Nc7! Qd8 19.Na8 de3 (19...Na8 20.Bd2 b6 21.e5 and White is superior) 
20.Nb6 ef2 21.Kf2! Bd4 22.Kg2 ab6 23.Qd5 and White is superior] 18.
Rc8 Qc8 19.e5!? [19.Na7 Qb8 20.Bb6 Nb6 21.Qb6 Qf4 22.Qe3! Qe3 23.
fe3 Ra8 24.Nb5 Ra4 25.ed5 Bb2 and White is superior] a6 [19...Qc6! 20.
Na7 (20.Rc1 Nc4 21.Na7 Qe6 22.Bc4 dc4 23.Qb7 g5 24.Qc6 gf4 25.Qe6 
fe6 26.Bd4 Ne5 27.Be5 Be5 28.Rc4 Bb2 29.a5 and White is superior) Qe6 
(20...Qa4 21.Qa4 Na4 22.Bb5 Nab6 23.Rc1 and White is superior, with 
the idea Rc7) 21.Nb5 (21.Rd1 g5!) Qh3 a) 22.Qb4 Ne5 23.Bb6 Ng4 24.
Bg4 Qg4 equal; b) 22.f3 g5 23.Nc3 (23.fg5 Be5 24.f4 Bb2! 25.Rf3 Qg4 26.
Kh1 Bg7 with counterplay) Nc4! unclear; c) 22.Nd4 Ra8 23.Bf3 and 
White is superior, with the idea 23...Ra4?! 24.Bg2 Qh5 25.e6! fe6 26.Ne6 
and White is winning] 



20.Na7! Qc7 [20...Qd8 21.a5 Nc4 22.Bc4 dc4 23.Qb7 and White is 
superior; 22.Qb7 and White is superior] 21.Rc1 Qd8 [21...Nc4 22.Bc4 
dc4 23.Rc4 Qb8 24.Rb4 b6 25.Nc6 Qe8 26.Qc4 and White is superior] 22.
a5 Nc4 23.Bc4 dc4 24.Qb7 g5 [24...Nb8 25.h3 g5 26.Rc4 gf4 27.Bf4 
Qd3 28.Rc8 and White is winning] 25.Nc6 Qe8 26.Rc4 [26.Qa6 gf4 27.
Bf4 and White is winning] gf4 27.Bf4 Kh8 28.Bg3 Rg8 29.Kf1 e6 30.
Rd4 [30.Qa6 Nb8 31.Qa8 and White is winning] Nc5 31.Qb6 Nd7 32.
Qc7 Nb8 33.Nd8! Qb5 34.Kg1 h6 35.Nf7 Kh7 36.Qc2 1-0 [Ivanchuk]

10. Evgeny Alekseev (2708) – Dominguez Perez (2708)  
Biel 2008 — 103/173 [B91]

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cd4 4.Nd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.g3 e5 7.Nde2 Be7 8.
Bg2 b5 9.h3 Nbd7 10.g4 b4 11.Nd5 Nd5 12.ed5 a5 13.0-0 [13.Ng3 see 
79/229] h5! [a novelty; 13...0-0; 13...Ba6] 14.gh5 [14.Ng3 hg4 15.hg4 
Bg5 16.Bg5 Qg5 17.Nf5 Qf6 18.f4 g6 19.fe5 Ne5 20.g5 Qd8 21.Ng7 Ke7 
and Black is superior; 14.g5 Bg5 15.f4 Bf6 16.fe5 Ne5 17.Nd4 Ba6 and 
Black is slightly better] Rh5 15.Nd4!? [15.a3] Nf6 [weak point h3] 16.
Nc6 Qc7 17.Qf3 Bf5 [17...e4! 18.Qg3 (18.Qb3 Bb7 19.a3 ba3 20.Ra3 
Rd5 and Black is slightly better) Rd5 19.Ne7 Ke7 20.Be3 Kf8 and Black 
is slightly better] 18.Re1 Qd7 [18...Bc2 19.Qg3 Kf8 20.Bg5 Qd7 21.h4 
unclear] 19.a3 b3 20.cb3 Bh3 21.Bd2 Bg2 22.Kg2 [22.Qg2? Qf5 23.
Rac1 Ng4 24.f3 Nh2 25.Rc3 Bg5 with attack] Rf5 23.Qd3 Nh5 24.Rh1 
g6 25.b4 Bg5 26.b5 [26.ba5?! Bd2 27.Qd2 Rf4 28.Rh3 Qg4 29.Kh2 Rf3 
30.Rf3 Qf3 31.Qe3 Qd5 and Black is superior] Bd2 27.Qd2 Rf4 28.Rh3 
Kf8! [with the idea Kg7; 28...Qg4 29.Kh2 Qf5 30.Rf1 Kf8 31.b6 unclear] 
29.Rah1 [29.f3 Kg7 30.Rah1 Qf5 31.Kf2 (31.b6 Rc4 32.Kg1 Rc2 and 
Black is winning) Rc4 32.Rh5 gh5 33.Rg1 Kh7 34.Rg5 Qf4 35.Qf4 ef4 36.
Rh5 Kg6 37.Rh2 Rc2 38.Kg1 Rc1 39.Kf2 Rb1 and Black is winning] 
Qg4 30.Kf1 [30.Kh2? Qf5 31.Rf1 Kg7 32.b6 (32.Kg2 Rg4 33.Kh2 Nf4 
and Black is winning) Rh8 and Black is winning]

30...Ng3! (and Black is winning) 31.Rg3 (only move) Qg3 32.b6 Qf3 33.
Rh2 [33.Rh8? Kg7 34.Ra8 Rh4!] Kg8 [33...Qb3! 34.Rh8 Kg7 35.Ra8 
Qh3 36.Ke1 Qh1 37.Ke2 Qf3 38.Ke1 Re4 39.Qe3 Re3 40.fe3 Qe3 41.
Kd1 Qb6] 34.b7 Re8 35.b4 [35.b8Q?? Rb8 36.Nb8 Rd4] ab4 [35...Qa3] 
36.ab4 Qg3 37.Rh1 [37.Rg2 Qa3 38.Kg1 (38.b8Q Rb8 39.Nb8 Rb4 40.



Rg3 Qa1 41.Kg2 Rb8) Qa1 39.Kh2 Qf1 40.f3 (40.b8Q Rh4 41.Kg3 Rg4) 
Qb5 41.b8Q Rb8 42.Nb8 Qb8] Qf3 38.Rh2 Qg3 39.Rh1 Qb3 40.b8Q 
Rb8 41.Nb8 Rb4 [41...Qf3 42.Rh2 Rd4] 42.Nd7 [42.Qh6 Qd1 43.Kg2 
Rg4 44.Kh2 Qf3] Qc4 43.Kg2 Qg4 44.Kh2 Qh5 45.Kg2 Rg4 [46.Kf3 
Qh1 47.Kg4 f5 48.Kg5 Kg7] 0-1 [Dominguez Perez, J.Ibarra]
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