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Aronian on Fire

Most of the recent buzz on the international chess scene has been about
the young Norwegian Magnus Carlsen, and deservingly so. However,
there is another talented player, who does not command the same
attention. He is super-grandmaster Levon Aronian of Armenia.

Thefirst glimpse of his potential came when he won the 1994 World
Under-12 Championship in Szeged with the score of 8/9. In 2002,
Aronian became the World Junior Champion (20 and under), scoring
10/13. Two years later, he progressed to the third round of the FIDE K.O.
World Championship before being eliminated by Pavel Smirnov.

Levon Aronian

His break through year came in 2005, when he jumped to number five on
theworld rating list. He tied for first place at the Gibtele.com Mastersin
Gibraltar with Alexei Shirov, Emil Sutovsky, Zahar Efimenko, and Kiril
Georgiev. He also won the 2005 Karabakh International “A” Group and
scored +5 =3 -0 in the Russian Team Championship, with a performance
close to 2850. In December 2005, he went undefeated in seven rounds to
win the World Cup in Khanty Mansiysk, Russia.

In March 2006, he won clear first at Linares, half a point ahead of
Teimour Radjabov and World Champion Veselin Topalov. He also tied
for first in the Tal Memorial. At the Turin Olympiad, Aronian led his
team to itsfirst ever gold medal, and so became a national hero in his
country.

In January 2007, Aronian tied for first at the Category 19 Corus
tournament along with Radjabov and Veselin Topalov. Four months later,
he defeated World Champion Vladimir Kramnik 4-2 in arapid chess
match in Armenia. He then defeated Carlsen and Shirov to qualify for the
Mexico World Championship, but there he only finished seventh because
of illness.

Aronian began 2008 with a bang by tying for first at Corus with Magnus
Carlsen, and most recently winning the Amber tournament with a 2868
performance. Hetied for first in the blindfold section at 6%2 with
Kramnik, Morozevich, and Topalov. Y et he proved superior in the rapid
section, finishing 2%z points ahead of the field.
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Curse of Kirsan
by Sarah Hurst

Read an excerpt here.
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Aronian has avery unique and versatile style and a very easy going
nature. Heisavery niceindividual, but do not confuse his personality
with his play on the board. He is definitely one player who will be
reckoned with for along time.

" Hou Yifan
Turkey recently held a strong al women’s tournament. The youngest
participant Hou Yifan of Chinawon the event by afull point ahead of
veteran GM Pia Cramling. Hereis one of her wins:

Zhu Chen (GM) - Hou Yifan (WGM)
Isbank Ataturk International Women Masters, Istanbul (4), 13.03.2008

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 €6 3.Nf3 b6 4.93 Bab

| remember that in the 1970s this move
seemed weird and illogical. The standard
rule wasthat you play ...Bb7 after ...b7-
b6. The other odd aspect is that the

SRR £ B
i z
/

1/’:" ‘1
7

,1,

N

/ )
bishop usually retreats to b7 anyway
% / ,/ / within the next five moves or so. This
/ 7 ’”’ % / breaks the opening principle: “do not
/ / &2 move the same piece twice without a

good reason.” However, the bishop
sortie has proven itself as an exception
to the accepted wisdom.
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5.b3

White obvioudly had to protect the pawn on c4. Over the years, White has
experimented with many ways of protecting the pawn, such as 5.Nbd2, 5.
Qad, 5.Qc2 and 5.Qb3. Y et, the game move has always been the main
line.

5...Bb4+

The second black bishop aso voluntarily loses atempo, but thisoneisa
bit easier to understand.

6.Bd2

White’s bishop |ooks uncomfortable on d2, and would prefer to be on b2
instead.

6...Be7 7.Nc3

After the natural looking 7.Bc3, Black can play aggressively with 7...Ne4
8.Bb2 Bb4+ 9.Nbd2? Qf6, threatening with 10...Bxd2+ 11.Nxd2 and Qxf2
+, forcing 9.Nfd2.

7..0-0

Other common responses are 7...Bb7 or 7...d5.



8.Rcl

While cliscertainly isanatura square for White’s queenside rook, it is
unusual to delay kingside development by Bg2 and castling. My
impression isthat Zhu Chen istrying to get her young opponent out of her
opening preparation. The two most common moves are: 8.e4 or 8.Bg2.

8...d5 9.cxd5 Nxd5
My first ideawould be 9...exd5, athough the game move is playabl e too.
10.Bg2 Bb7 11.0-0

White has completed her development. The only thing abit unnaturd is
having the bishop on d2 instead of b2.

11..Nf6

Black loses athird tempo in only twelve
. . 7 3 moves! It isdifficult to believe that this
f‘_ﬁ_/ i@: 1 1 1| canbegood, but Black can get away
3 IV ithi iti
/ i & // with it because of the positional
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/ 5 character of the game.
% . ﬁ;/ %, _,/ 12QC2

Al A

ﬁ / Z&‘ gﬁ%ﬁ Clearing space for the f1-rook to move

to d1, aswell as preparing €2-e4 in some
Ccases.

12...c5 13.dxc5 Bxch5

Another loss of tempo! | clearly prefer White’s position here. However,
fortunes change quickly in this game.

14.Rfd1 Nbd7 15.Bg5

White threatens to capture of f6, ruining Black’s pawn structure on the
kingside.

15...Qe8

= A sad-looking move, burying the rook
E / E 5. on f8, but it is necessary to get out of the
f‘_@_/&/i pin. Thisis the critical moment of the

;! game. White has many movesto
% i / ’ : / consider, such as moving the queen off
of the c-file, or moving the knight on f3
to offer the exchange of light-squared
bishops, or even the pawn sacrifice by
16.b4, followed by 16...Bxb4 and 17.
Qb2.

16.Nb5

Zhu Chen chooses the most ambitious approach, but it is not the best. |
like 16.Nel Bxg2 17.Nxg2 with a small but steady plus for White.

16...Rc8

With her last move, Black not only prevented White’s threat of Nb5-c7,
but also created a counter threat by the discovery with ...Bc5xf2+.

17.Qb1



17.Nxa7? would have been a blunder, alowing the discovery with 17...
Bxf2+!. After 17.Qb2, Black’s response would be 17...Ne4.

17...h6
Now if 17...Ned, Whiteis clearly better after 18.Nfd4.

18.b4?

= This leads to some interesting tactics,
) %E %Q?Ef y but it does not bring White any benefit.
18 A 1t 1% | Afterthesmpleretrest with 1854,
4+ | +°& 4| Blackgansinitiative by 18...Be4 19.
%t*; %}%/ -{t Qb2 €5 20.Bd2 a6 21.Nc3 Qe7. If 18,
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A 7 @ % xf6 Nxf6 19.Nxa7, White’s knight gets
Ny / trapped after 19...Ra8. Or after 19.Nd6

% / / @ Bxd6 20.Rxd6 Bd5, White’s rook
bi / . g i %ﬁ becomes captive. White’s best bet was
EyE B

the solid 18.Bd2 Ne4 19.Bel.

18...Bed!

An important intermediate move. White would be a little better after 18...
hxg5 19.bxc5 Rxc5 20.Nd6 Qa8 21.Nxb7 Qxb7 22.Rxc5 Nxc5 23.Nxg5.

19.Qb2 Bxf2+!
Another good move by the young Chinese super-talent.
20.K xf2 hxg5 21.Nd6

21.Nxg5 would lose material immediately after 21...Ng4+ 22.Kgl Bxg2
23.Kxg2 Ne3+.

21..Rxcl

An important intermediate move, saving Black from losing material.
22.0Qxcl

22.Nxe8 Rxdl would give Black a big advantage.

22..Qe7

23.Qxg5?

X /&,‘é’ i i Thelosing error. White would have been
ft ‘21 1 @J / still in the game after 23.Nxg5 Bxg2 24.

/ / 7 5 Kxg2 Nd5 and 25.Ngxf7 Rxf7 26.Nxf7

/

// // // Qxf7 27.e4 N5f6 28.Qc7.
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The winning move, disconnecting
White’s rook from the knight on d6.

24.e4

White could not move her knight, as that would allow the fork with Nf6-
ed+.

24...Qxd6 25.Qh4

If 25.exd5 Ned+.



25...Qc7!

Much better than 25...Nxed+? 26.Qxe4!.
26.exd5 Qc2+ 27.Rd2 Ned+

White may aswell have resigned at this point.

28.K €2 Nxd2 29.Nxd2 exd5 30.Bxd5 Nf6 31.Qd4 Re8+ 32.K 2 Ngd+
33.K3 Qf5+ 0-1

The Susan Polgar Institute for Chess Excellence (SPICE) at Texas Tech
University in Lubbock, Texas will organize a number of chess
tournaments and specia chess campsin the coming months. Here are
some of them:

April 26
L ubbock Open Chess Championship
(K-12) Scholastic & Adults

July 21-24
“Chess: It’sa Girl Thing” Special Camp

July 27 — August 1
5th Annual SP National Invitational for Girls

September 19-28
2nd Annual “SPICE CUP” International
Invitational Grandmaster Tour nament

September 20
SPICE Cup Scholastic Open

September 27-28
SPICE Cup Open

In addition, the Susan Polgar Foundation is continuing to organize major
events through out the United States. Here are some of our upcoming
events:

June 6-8, 2008 Las Vegas
Third Annual Susan Polgar World Open Championship for Girls
and
Second Annual Susan Polgar World Chess Challenge for Boys
Over $100,000 in scholarships and cool chess prizes are available
Sections: Under 8, 11, 15, 19
G/45 5 Round Swiss

July 21-24
Susan Polgar All-Star Girls Training
Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas

Special Summer Chess Camp 2008
at the Polgar Chess Center in Forest Hills, NY
Week 1: August 18 - 22
Week 2: August 25 - 29

For more information, please visit www.SusanPolgar.blogspot.com or
www. TexasT echChess.bl ogspot.com.

Paul Truong assisted Susan Polgar in the preparation of this column.
Susan Polgar is available for chess instruction. For more information,


http://www.susanpolgar.blogspot.com/
http://www.texastechchess.blogspot.com/
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visit the Polgar Chess Center, 103-10 Queens Boulevard, Forest Hills, NY
11375 (Tel: 718-897-4600) or email: Pol garChesslnc@aol.com.

ABOUT THE
HoME EOLUMNS LINKS ARCHIVES EHESS CAFE

[ChessCafe Home Page] [Book Review] [Columnists]
[Endgame Study] [The Skittles Room] [Archives]
[Links] [Online Bookstore] [About ChessCafe.com] [Contact Us]

© 2008 CyberCafes, LLC. All Rights Reserved.
"ChessCafe.com®" is aregistered trademark of Russell Enterprises, Inc.


mailto:PolgarChessInc@aol.com
http://www.chesscafe.com/
file:///C|/cafe/column/column.htm
file:///C|/cafe/links/links.htm
file:///C|/cafe/archives/archives.htm
file:///C|/cafe/about/Aboutcc.htm
http://www.chesscafe.com/
file:///C|/cafe/Reviews/books.htm
file:///C|/cafe/column/column.htm
file:///C|/cafe/endgame/endgame.htm
file:///C|/cafe/skittles/skittles.htm
file:///C|/cafe/archives/archives.htm
file:///C|/cafe/links/links.htm
http://uscfsales.com/
file:///C|/cafe/about/Aboutcc.htm
mailto:info@chesscafe.com

	Local Disk
	Susan Polgar on Chess


