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Thefollowing analysisisreally ajoint effort. While | take alot of
credit for the prose and many of the variations | was considerably
assisted by GM’ s Lubosh Kavalek, Lubomir Ftacnik, Garry Kasparov
and Veselin Topalov. IM Gert Ligterink had the most incredible find
for which I’'m also very appreciative. Michael Greengard (MIG) on the
popular web site, The Week In Chess (TWIC) collected a large number
of lines from many sources including computers and went to town.
While | found some of the analysis at the TWIC site to be pleasure
seeking and trimmed accordingly, it was extremely useful and I’'m
grateful to Michael for his prodigious efforts. I’ ve tried to give credit to
the players and sources involved but this wasn’t easy and apologiesin
advance for not giving the credit or the blame to whom it was due! |
believe the analysis below is sound and features the most germane lines
of play. YS

White: Garry Kasparov
Black: Veselin Topalov

1l.e4 d6!?

At the highest levels the Pirc Defense is arare guest as White has a
large number of combative systems to choose from. We must already
admire Topalov’ s courage.

2.d4 Nf6 3.Nc3 g6 4.Be3 Bg7?!

Against this particular move order by White, Black hasto be very
careful with how he uses histempi. | think the text is a mistake and that
4...c6! 5.Qd2 b5 6.f3 Nbd7 isrequired. In thefirst place, Whiteis
quickly forced into playing f2-f3 thereby ruling out other options such
as Bf1-e2 and f2-f4 or g2-g4 and in the second place after 7.g4 Nb6
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8.g5 Nfd7 is convenient for Black as the b8-Knight has already been
evacuated. Finally, with the Bishop having moved to g7, the move Be3-
h6 is more attractive as Black has used atempo.

5.Qd2 c6 6.f3 b5 7.Nge2?!

The same criticism as before also applies here. Kasparov failsto take
advantage of the opportunity offered by his opponents inaccurate move
order. After 7.0-O-O Nbd7 8.Bh6! Bxh6 9.Qxh6 e5 gives White more
opportunities to use his tempo more constructively. For instance both
d4-d5 and h2-h4 are serious alternatives to the text.

7..Nbd7 8.Bh6 Bxh6 9.Qxh6 Bb7 10.a3 €5 11.0-0O-0O Qe7 12.Kb1!?

Kasparov is about to embark on along maneuver to get his Knight to
the ab-square. It seems more promising to me to play 12.g3 O-O-O
13.Bh3 immediately. In thisway, White could also quickly double
Rooks on the d-file. On the other hand, Kc1-bl is a useful move.

12...a6 13.Nc1 O-O-0O 14.Nb3 exd4 15.Rxd4 c5 16.Rd1 Nb6 17.93
Kb8 18.Na5 Ba8

White has spent alot of time getting this Knight to the ab-square, but, |
don’t know what it does.

19.Bh3 d5! 20.Qf4+

In his post game comments, Garry explains that the up-coming double
Rook sacrifice had just been spied by himself. Greatly encouraged by
the lack of something else in the position, he decided to go for it.

20...Ka7 21.Rhel d4

At first blush Kasparov looksto be
E %f é in trouble. After alame retreat of

& / W f 7 %| thecaKnight, 22.Ne2 Nea?

1
% 23.Nxc4 bxc4 for instance, it is
%?f é//&%% obvious that Black has seized the

initiative having pried open the b-

7/ ff % %r % file. Kasparov plunges ahead.
2
i

WAl Y
ffﬁ/ 7
& O 7

22 Nd5 Nbxd5 23.exd5 Qd6
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Once more, on the surface of things,
E % é Black appearsto bein great shape.

&7
® / i / 4| After 24.0xd6? Rxd6 25.Re7+ Kb6,

i ,f’ & % Whiteisin serious trouble. A line
i like 24.Nc6+ would just become a

,f ‘% / _ | lost ending for White. Garry now
?% ff %r x% uncorks his shot.
fix ﬁ% 0 ,ﬁ i 24, Rxd4!!
7 ﬁ/ / i
B

[%] Born of necessity the combination
IS nonethel ess stunning.

24...cxd4?

A bad move which is completely understandable. If we go back a
diagram or two, it is easy for Black to get caught up in the euphoria of
the moment. Veselin was undoubtedly thinking that somewhere,
somehow, Garry has gone wrong. Perhaps it was that Knight trek to the
ab-square? Who cares, | like my position! White is obviously desperate
and is sacrificing material. Black can equalize the position by 24...Kb6!
(Kasparov) 25.Nb3 Bxd5 or Black can clip awhole Rook. Based on his
belief that he was playing from a position of strength, Topalov took the
Rook. Who can blame him?

25.Re7+!!
The key follow up. Black’ sKing is forced to march up the board.
25...Kb6

Taking the second rook is a second bite of the poisoned apple:
25...Qxe7?? 26.Qxd4+ Kb8 27.Qb6+ Bb7 28.Nc6+ Ka8 29.Qa7
Checkmate.

Dropping back isaso losing: 25...Kb8? 26.Qxd4 Nd7 (26...Rd77?
27.Rxd7 and the h8- Rook drops. While 26...Qxe7?? Just transposes
into the mate given above.) 27.Bxd7 Bxd5 (As White' s d7-Bishop can't
be captured and the threat of Na5-c6+ is winning, the d5-pawn must go.
At the same time, Black hasthe trick of ...Bd5-a2+ in order to bail out.)
28.c4! (A fiendishly clever move. Thetrick of ...Bd5-a2+ isjust
stopped. White had to avoid 28.Nc6+7? Qxc6 29.Bxc6 Ba2+ and
...Rd8xd4 when Black has survived the crisis.) 28...0Qxe7 (28...bxc4
29.Nc6+ is now winning for White. Once more the d7- Bishop is
Immune due to the h8-Rook.) 29.Qb6+ Ka8 30.Qxat+ Kb8 31.Qb6+
Ka8 32.Bc6+ Bxcb 33.Nxc6 (Now, despite the lopsided material count,
Black hasto part with his Queen 33...Qb77? 34.Qa5+ and mate next
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move.) 33..Rd7 34.Nxe7 Rxe7 35.Qxb5 winning. Thusthe text is
forced.

26.Qxd4+ Kxab

In the apt words of IM Nikolay Minev, "If Black is going to die, he will
diewith afull stomach!" The capture isforced: 26...Qc5? 27.Qxf6+
Qd6 28.Qd4+ Qc5 (Now: 28...Kxab?? 29.b4+ Kad 30.Qc3 makes no
sense as we are right back in the game but Black is missing hisf6-
Knight.) 29.Qf6+ Qd6 Now White avoids the repetition and finds the
winning move: 30.Be6!!

A marvelous move. White' s Queen

E’-f; q needs arest in order to set up a

47 B 7 K A

. / Ei/i mating net. Naturally the Bishop is
19

{%{ % invulnerable as 30...fxe67? 31.Rxe6
Qxeb 32.Qxe6+ Kxab? 33.b4+ and

@ i / ﬁ / / mate next move. From the analysis
’ ” diagram, Black would have to play:
gﬁ?/// /é % 30...Bxd5 29.b4!! ThisisWhite's
o 7 »| magnificent point. He merely wants

ﬁ % // ﬁa to play Qf6-d4+ winning. 29...Bc6
% ﬁ % % (29...Bad!?) 30.Qxf7 Qd1+ 31.Kb2

Qxf3 32.Rc7 Qxf7 33.Rxc6+ Ka7

i“m
wa

34.Bxf7 With awinning ending.

It'sinteresting to ask if either Kasparov or Topalov saw the move
30.Be6(!!1)? | suspect that Topalov only realized that 26...Qc5 27.Qxf6+
Qd6 28.Qd4+ gave White at |east a repetition and he wasn't about to let
Kasparov off the hook! After he took the Rook, Topalov was likely set
on taking the Knight as well.

27.b4+ Kad

: Okay, so far it was easy to calculate.
’ ﬁ,ﬂ ﬁ? %}, ;EE Elacl(;’sléi_ng has t;leer; drli(\ézq up Bfhte
g oard and is securely locked in. Bu

‘E: / ‘,ﬁ‘/ i / 1 what’ s going on? The extra Rook

1 / / in % and Knight are certainly nice for

Black. It easy to see that White's
/ 1:/ 5
% % % Queen wants to deliver mate on the

..*-:;_ EE F 5 b3- ,b t, th b ed

% % % 28.Qc3(?!)

A natural move or an inaccuracy? It depends on your point of view.
According to GM Lubomir Kavalek in his column from the Washington
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Post, the text is dubious and nearly allows Topalov to escape.
Immortality could have been had asfollows, | quote L ubosh:

"Kasparov is usually very good at weaving mating nets, but he loses the
golden thread here. The most elegant and efficient way to finish the
game starts with the subtle 28.Ra7!!, combining mating threats on the a
file and on the sguare b3."

According to Kavalek, Black has three defenses: A) 28...Nxd5, B)
28...Bxd5 and C) 28...Bb7 al of which fail.

A) "The defense, 28...Nxd5 loses in a staggering way to 29.Bd7!!"

Okay, thisisabit freakish. | mean my goodness what a move! In an
exchange of e- mail’ s with Lubosh he confessed that 29.Rxa6+ Qxab
30.Qb2 Nc3+ 31.0Qxc3 Bd5 32.Kb2 was awinner. But, he liked the
spectacular text even more. Well one win is good enough but the lines
are smply extraordinary and | hope the reader will enjoy the fruits of
Kavalek’s labors.

"On 29...Rxd7 30.Qb2 wins either after 30...Nc3+ 31.Qxc3 Bd5 32.Kbh2
Qeb6 33.Rxab+ Qxab 34.Qb3+ Bxb3 with the pretty 35.cxb3 mate; or
after 30...Nxb4 31.Rxd7 Qc5 32.Rd4 Qe7 33.Rxb4+ Kab 34.Qxh8 with
adecisive material advantage. The most complicated finale comes after
28.Ra7!! Nxd5 29.Bd7!! Rc8!"? 30.Qd3 Nc3+ 31.Kb2 Qf6 32.Qd4!!
Nd1+ 33.Kcl! and the black queen is out of squares on the 6th rank to
avert the mate on a6.

B) "Perhaps the simplest win occurs after 28...Bxd5 with 29.Qc3! and
now White mates either on 29...Rhe8 30.Kb2 Re2 31.Qc7! Qxc7
32.Rxab+ Qab 33.Rxab mate.Or after 29...Bc4 30.Kb2 Ra8 31.Qb3+
Bxb3 32.cxb3 mate.

C) "If after 28.Rar!! Black plays 28...Bb7 all defensesfail to 29.Rxb7:
For example, on 29...Qxd5, White does not have to transpose into the
game with 30.Qc3. Instead, he can use the extra move for adirect
assault with 30.Rb6!, e.g. 30...Ra8 31.Qxf6 a5 32.Rd6 Qc4 33.bxab
Kxab 34.Rc6 winning; Or 30...a5 31.Ra6! Ra8 32.Qe3!!
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"And after this quiet move black has
no defense despite being two Rooks
up. After 32...Rxa6 [On 32...Rhe8
comes 33.Rxa8! winning.] 33.Kb2!

[ Threatening 34.Qb3+] 33...axb4
34.axb4 Kxb4 35.Qc3+ Kad 36.Qa3
mate."

Black appears to be a bit too
cooperative. He should try
34...Qa2+ 35.Kxa2 Kxb4+ 36.Kb2
although heisstill lost. [Y S]

"Also after (28.Rar!! Bb7 29.Rxb7) 29...Nxd5 white wins with
30.Bd7!! threatening 31.Bxb5+." Thisisan echo of the previousline.

% 7 X
ﬂ/ﬁ/i/i
:I:/ 1 /{1%
1 a

@l”ﬁi s
% U Urw

I
&

- o
w0 m

"For example 30...Ra3 31.Bxb5+
axbb 32.Ra7+ Qab 33.Qxd5 Qxar
34.Qb3 mate." Or 30...Rxd7 31.Qb2
Nc3+ [On 31...Nxb4 32.Rxd7 Qc5
33.Rd4 wins.] 32.0xc3 Qd1+
33.Ka2 Qd5+ [Or 33...Rd3 34.Ra7!
winning.] 34.Qb3+ Qxb3+ 35.cxb3
mate.

"And finally on (28.Ra7!! Bb7
29.Rxb7) 29...Rhe8 30.Bf1!! Rel+
31.Kb2 Rxf1 32.Qc3 Rb1+ 33.Kxbl

Qxd5 34.Ra7 Rd6 35.Kb2 and White mates soon." Analysis by GM

Kavalek.

Thisisalovely piece of work that was quite inspired. Such work
deserves areward and I’m sending Lubosh a box of Pacific Northwest
Smoked Salmon post haste. We want to keep Lubosh strong.

While the above is afine piece of analysisit turns out that the move
Kasparov chose was also winning, so any criticism is misplaced as

we'll see.

28...Qxd5 29.Ra7 Bb7

Black has to toss his Bishop as 29...Rd6? 30.Kb2 Qd4 31.Qxd4 wins.

30.Rxb7
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30...Qc4(?)

E
f/ b 3 / 4 | Oncemore, according to GM
&J / Kavalek, thisis where Topalov goes
astray. He could have punished
> White' s inaccurate twenty-eighth
% move. | quote from the Washington
. Post:

,f

ﬁa "Topalov misses 30...Rhe8 31.Rb6
Ra8 and now after either 32.Rxf6
Qc4 or 32.Be6 Rxe6 33.Rxe6 Qc4!
[Not 33...fxe6 34.Kb2 with the threat 35.Qb3+ winning] he should be
able to save the game." - GM Lubosh Kavalek

Unguestionably, 30...Rhe8 was a key defense.

| too mistakenly thought that this defense might be able to save the
game but felt it would still be an uphill battle as Black’s great material
bounty has all but disappeared: 30...Rhe8! 31.Rb6 Ra8 32.Qxf6 Rel+
33.Kb2 Qe5+ 34.Qxe5 Rxe5 35.Bf1 Re3 36.Bd3 f5 37.f4 with arather
quizzical position as Black’ sKing is still locked in avault. White's
winning try isto play Rb6-d6 and c2-c4 but there is no guarantee of
success here.

Topalov had a similar thought with atotally different twist. He too
believed that 30...Rhe8! saved his bacon: 31.Rb6 Ra8 32.Be6 [Topalov]
32...Rxe6 33.Rxe6 Qc4 34.Qxc4 bxcd 35.Rxf6 Kxa3 36.Rxf7 ¢3 and
Black holds. GM Ftacnik too had discovered this line with 32.Be6 and
thought that Black could have saved the game.

What all of us Ftacnik, Kavalek, Topalov and | had missed isalovely
retreat: 30...Rhe8! 31.Rb6 Ra8 32.Bf1!! This appearsto be the
tinkering of IM Ligterink who had been working on the lines and had
analyzed it the next day with Kasparov. White appears to win by taking
abreak in the action! The key point isto 'keep' the position and to set
up mating patterns utilizing the Bishop. Black’s Queen is denied the c4-
square and Black seemsto be strangely paralyzed. Some of the lines
involve a marvelous tactical feast so do your best to plow your way
through the lines. Y ou're sure to enjoy them!

So what is Black to do after 32.Bf1(!)? Protect the f6-Knight? Move the
Knight? Hit White's Queen? Let’s have alook:

A) Protecting the Knight by 32...Re6? 33.Rxe6 Qxeb 34.Kb2 is an easy
winner for White as Qc3-b3+ will be mate and Black has lost the key
defensive ...Qd5-e5 possibility.
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B) Hitting White' s Queen by 32...Rec8? 33.Qxc8! is a nasty surprise:
33...Qd1+ 34.Ka2 Qd5+ 35.Bc4 Qxca+ (35...bxc4d 36.Rxa6+ Kb5
37.Qxa8 wins) 36.Qxc4 bxc4 37.Rxf6 winning.

C) Black seemsto be better off moving his Knight. He has two ways to
go: D) 32...Nh5 and E) 32...Nd7.

Let’ stake each movein turn.

D) 32...Nh5 trying to save his skin leavesit up to White to show his
hand. Which he promptly does! 33.Rd6! Thisis White's point. After
Bh3-f1, he wants to push Black’s Queen away from controlling the b3-
square: 33...Rec8 (As:. 33...Rel+ 34.Kb2 Qe5 35.Rd4! Block’s Black’'s
Queen and sets up Qc3-b3 checkmate. After 35...Qxd4 36.Qxd4 Rxf1
37.Qd3 White wins.) 34.Qb2 Rxc2 35.Rxd5 Rxb2+ 36.Kxb2 When
Black’s King isin a mating net.

E) It seems much more reasonable to keep Black’s Knight in the action
by: 32...Nd7 33.Rd6 Rel+ 34.Kb2 Re3 (The same blocking line as
above reappears after: 34...Qe5 35.Rd4! Qxd4 36.Qxd4 winning)
35.0Qxe3 Qes+ 36.Qxe5 Nxeb 37.f4 Nca+ 38.Bxc4 bxcd 39.Rd5! wins.
F) We are now gaining a healthy respect for the problems that Black is
facing. Hitting White’' s Queen, protecting the Knight, moving the
Knight all fail. It istime for desperate measures! Black seemsto be
advised to sacrifice his Rook: 32...Rel+ 33.Qxel (33.Kb2? Qe5 is what
White must avoid.) 33...Nd7 (After, 33...Qd4 the mating net is
Impossible to overcome: 34.Rd6! Nd5 [34...Qxd6 35.Qc3 Qd5 36.Kb2
with afavorite checkmate to come.] 35.Rxd5 Qxd5 36.Qc3 a5 37.Kb2
and Black can choose how to lose.) 34.Rb7!!

The Rook can't be captured this

B i p | s sl
checkmate: 34...Qxb7? 35.Qd1!!
i;/§ /}{} Another brilliant move which keeps
/ A /,.» % Black’s Queen out of the defense.
/ 1/ Q/ / Our favorite checkmate 35.Qc3 Qd5
©&x % % 36.Kb2 Qeb isn't reached this time.

G 35...Kxa3 36.c3! Black will soon be
ﬁéj /f / ,ﬂ ?:, +1 mated. Due to White sthreat to

/ .ﬁ / / ?fﬁg capture the d7-Knight, it is forced to

% *%' Q % move. 34...Né5 tries to meet this

stunning Rook shot. Of course, with
material equality now re-established White is winning. 35.Qc3 Qxf3
36.Bd3 Qd5 37.Bed! A familiar decoy sacrifice as we' ve seen with Rb6-
dé. Black’s Queen must move. 37...Qc4 38.Qxe5 Winning a piece and
the game.
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The inescapable conclusion seems to be that Topalov’'s 30...Qc4 Isa
bad move, not because he missed a save with 30...Rhe8, rather its a bad
move because 30...Rhe8 can only be overcome with extraordinary skill.
This analysis was discovered only after afew hundred man and silicon
hours were spent on this position!

31.Qxf6 Kxa3?

Thisis at |east one of the moves that everyone seemsto agreeis abad
dip. Both Kavalek and | think that Black must play: 31...Rd1+ 32.Kb2
Ra8 33.Qb6 Qd4+ 34.Qxd4 Rxd4 35.Rxf7 when White has winning
chances. Thislineis similar to the note with 30...Rhe8 and White has to
be happy that he clipped the f7-pawn. | suspect that Topalov has missed
White' s thirty-sixth move.

32.Qxab+ Kxb4

33.c3+!!

o B 7 E
Wﬁ% %i%i Another beautiful move whichis
marvelousinits delivery. Black’s
%’/ / / i% Kin;g/isllfjréd Iforwa;\(; trzstimeinto

fin m
eum_m u
S
wiw o ®
sy v v

36.Bf1+ wins easily.

34.Qal+ Kd2 35.Qb2+ Kd1

Z E 7 &
ST
B it
ity w B
o
w0 maml

W m b
udevs @

adifferent web. Now Whiteis
winning.

33...Kxc3

The only move as 33...Kb3?
34.Qb2+ Kxc3 35.Qb2+ Kd3

Black’ s weary King seemsto have
settled down, it is precisely at this
moment that White has an
incredible study like win! Asif it
was predetermined, Black is denied
acheck on the ed4-square.

36.Bf1!! Rd2
Allowing a breathtaking finish but

what to do? Capturing the Bishop
allows mate: 36...Qxf1? 37.Qc2+

Kel 38.Re7+ Qe2 39.Qxe2 Checkmate. While 36...Qd5 37.Qcl
Checkmate is rather utilitarian.
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37.Rd7!!
Simply beautiful. Black is neatly pinned and must lose material.
37...Rxd7 38.Bxc4 bxca

Thereis no time to save the h8-Rook. The checkmate on the c1-square
hasn’'t gone away.

39.Qxh8 Rd3 40.Qa8 c3 41.Qad+ K el 42.f4 f5 43.K c1! Rd2 44.Qa7!
1-0

A fantastic game. Garry was so moved asto crown this game as his
finest accomplishment. Destined for the hall of fame. Which leaves me
wondering how fleeting immortality truly is. After all, what would have
happened had Topal ov thumbed his nose and played 24...Kb6 declining
the sacrifices?

Thiscolumn isavailablein Chess Cafe Reader format. Click herefor
more information.
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